
The COVID-19 pandemic has 
altered vast perspectives on 
what could be considered “nor-
mal”, where such a thing would 
tend to include a various levels 
of athletic competition. As it is, 
the new normal means post-
ponements, cancellations, and 
shared frustration as the pan-
demic has largely dictated the 
ins and outs of everyday life. 

Even so, the old normal is 
still out there if you look close 
enough. 

That sense of normalcy was 
found this past week in Omaha, 
Nebraska, where Pratt Com-
munity College head wrestling 
coach Ken Kepley and choice 
members of the Beaver Wres-
tling Club competed at the 2020 
U23 and UWW Junior National 
Tournaments. There, the Bea-
vers proved to the world yet 

again that their team from small-town Kansas is a legitimate 
national contender. Dayton Porsch, who transferred to Pratt 
Community College after spending the past year at the Univer-
sity of Northern Iowa, provided perhaps the most awe-inspir-
ing moment of the UWW Junior National Tournament. 

Already having sent major shockwaves throughout the 
tournament, Porsch found himself in the 67 kg championship 
match against a Greco-Roman specialist in Benji Peak. Porsch, 
however, wasn’t intimidated by his opponent’s credentials, pin-
ning the Senior Nationals winner in 48 seconds. 

Porsch had originally made the 2020 USA Greco Junior World 
Team at 65 kg and was supposed to compete in Belgrade, Ser-
bia, though the trip was cancelled due to the pandemic. As 
some sort of recompense, this tournament win qualifies Porsch 
for the 2020 Olympic Trials at the Bryce Jordan Center on the 
campus of Penn State University in Happy Valley, Pennsylva-
nia, taking place April 4 and 5. 

By Rachel Farber, Sentinel 
Staff Reporter

After the first of the year, 
Shannon Herl will begin seeing 
patients as Hoxie’s newest 
provider.

Shannon grew up in Oakley 
and later moved to Gove 
County, where she worked for 
the Quinter school system. She 
felt a calling to do something 
else and started as a nurse’s 
aide at Gove County Medical 
Center. She spent eight years 
working as a CNA and going to 

school to become an LPN and then an RN. She began working 
at the Sheridan County Health Complex about a month prior to 
Dr. Nemechek. 

While working in Hoxie, Shannon worked both as an ER 
nurse and as the outpatient nurse. During this four years, she 
was also attending Frontier Nursing University in Kentucky to 
earn her degree as a Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP). Knowing 
she would graduate, she applied to take her State Boards. She 
graduated on October 26 and received her state license on 
November 2.

Shannon applied to take her Boards the beginning of 
November, but due to her children having COVID, she had to 
postpone. There are two different tests that can be taken, and 
she learned two days before Thanksgiving that she could take 
the home test. She spent Thanksgiving completing that test, 
which she passed to become an Advanced Practice Registered 
Nurse (APRN-BC).

Dr. Nemechek is Shannon’s sponsoring provider, but if she 
has questions, whoever happens to be in the Sheridan County 
Health Complex will be there to assist her in her general 
practice. She will also be taking ER calls when required.
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**MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Whatever is born of 
God

overcomes the world.
And this is the victory 

that overcomes
the world;

Our Faith.
~I John 4:5

Christmas
is the day that 

holds all

TIME
together.

~Alexander Smith
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Christmas is here!!
I, along with many of you, can’t believe another year has 

passed. It is said that the older we get the faster the years 
go by. It’s TRUE! However, this time of year is special in 
many, many ways. Mostly Christmas time provides us the 
opportunity to set work aside for a few days and spend time 
with our family and friends, and community, and show our 
appreciation to Almighty God for sending His son Jesus to 
save the world and all of us from sin.

Also, this time of the year provides all of us the opportunity 
to show appreciation to all those people who make our life 
so convenient. We flip a switch and immediately we have 
light. We use water in our homes, which we send down the 
drain without much of a thought of where it goes. We set 
our trash out on the street curb or in dumpsters without 
much thought of who picks it up and what happens to it 
from there. We need food and groceries; we have people 
in our community that provide that for us, and make sure 
the shelves remain stocked up with a wide assortment and 
selection of food items. We need fuel for our vehicles and 
it’s always there. We have great schools. We have great 
medical care and great emergency services along with law 
enforcement 24-7-365.

The list goes on and on of all the people who provide 
service to us and we provide service to others by what we 
do. We are all dependent on each other in order to have 
successful towns and communities.

The two most important words in the English language 
are “THANK YOU!” This is the perfect time to express 
appreciation to others for their work in making all our lives 
easier and better, and together we all enjoy a wonderful 
community. I wish you all the most blessed Christmas ever 
this year and let’s all continue to work together to make life 
better for all.

Thanks for reading and GOD Bless!
WES BAINTER, Sheridan County Commissioner 

The Sheridan County Conservation District gave awards 
for the 6th Grade Essay Contest.  The theme this year was 
“Pollinators”.  Contest winners are: (l-r) Kendall Baalman, 
4th place, Maxwell Foote, 3rd place, Lyla Vang 1st place, and 
Hailey Carder, 2nd place. (SCCD photo)

SCCD 6th Grade Essay Contest 
Winners

Coyote Calling Contest 
Results Are In

By Brittany Lewis, Sentinel Staff Reporter
The Norton Archery Club hosted it’s coyote calling contest 

on December 19. The results are in! A total of 32, two-man 
teams participated, bringing in a total of 33 coyotes. The 
overall winning team was Kyle Edgett and Justin Hogan from 
the Norton area, who checked in at 5:46pm with five coyotes. 
They were tied at 50 points each with another team, but they 
checked in earlier, so were announced the winner.

A prize for the most crows went to Jamie Davis and Duane 
Wahman, of Palco, with two crows.

Sean Braun and Austin Tein, of Prairie View, killed one coyote, 
but won the ‘Biggest Dog’ contest. Their coyote weighed in at 
34 lbs.

Total kills for the event were: 33 coyotes, 4 bobcats, and 5 
crows. 

Another contest will be held February 13, same rules, details 
will be published closer to date. Any questions in the meantime 
can be directed to John Baker, 785-871-1615.

Santa Claus made an appearance at the SCFD’s Christmas 
dinner where he passed out goodies to all of the girls and 
boys. Pictured is Hunter Knowles, son of firefighter JW 
Knowles.  Sheridan County first responders would like to 
wish everyone a safe and Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year. (Photo by Anita Hirsch)
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By Brittany Lewis, 
Sentinel Staff Reporter

Allan Weber, Gove County 
Sheriff, his radio handle 
‘801’, passed away Friday, 
December 18, at the Denver 
Health Medical Center 
after battling complications 
following Covid-19. The 

amount of outpouring love felt across the state was 
tremendously shown as he was escorted home on Saturday.

Allan’s family, joined by many patrol units in Colorado, 
escorted Allan’s body, riding in a Quinter Ambulance, 
back home. They were met at the Kansas state line by more 
patrol units, too many to be counted. Almost every overpass 
had people joining to show their love and support as the 
procession came home to Gove County. Upon entering 
Quinter, the escort was met with more patrol units, and a 
large portion of the community, all with lights shining and 
flags waving.

Sheriff Weber has touched many lives throughout his 
24 years as Gove County Sheriff, and he was met with a 
huge show of love for his service, family, and friends. Tears 
welled up in almost every eye as Sheriff Weber’s last page-
out was announced across the handheld radio for all First 
Responders to hear.

(Read his full obituary on page 8.)

‘801’ Honored
for 24 Years
of Service

Standing at the overpass 
at the west Grainfield exit, 
Allan’s cousin, Karen 
Weber (middle), stands 
with her daughter Mandi 
Marcum, and grandson 
Mason Givens, with their 
posters and blue lights 
strung to honor Sheriff 
Weber as his escort passed 
through. (Photo by Mandi 
Marcum)

Sheridan County tanker 
truck sits at the Grainfield 
I-70 overpass to honor 
Sheriff Weber, driven by 
Assistant Chief Munk. 
(SCFD photo)

SCHC Continues to Staff
Quality Professionals

Wrestlers Discuss Omaha
and Program Success

Continued on page 6

Pat Ewers, Betty Hunter, Maxine Shipley and Annabel Ost-
meyer visit while dietary staff member Pat Nelson hands out 
Christmas treats. (SCHC Activities photo)

SCHC Residents
Enjoy a Holiday Get-Together



Carry-Out & Dine-In

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must 
be emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png

format. All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com
or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 

24-hours. If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a
time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.
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CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: Wes Bainter  ~  wes.bainter@hotmail.com

Joe Bainter  ~  bainterj83@gmail.com
Mary Ellen Welshhon  ~  joewelshhon@gmail.com

We will be closing at
2pm

Christmas Eve
and will be closed

Christmas Day
Have a Merry Christmas!

City of Hoxie
New Year’s Eve & Day

Holiday Hours
1pm Thurs, Dec 31
Closed Fri, Jan 1

Have a Very Merry Christmas!

COUNTY OFFICES
CLOSED

Thurs, Dec. 31
Fri, Jan. 1

Courthouse  *  Public Health Office
Road & Bridge Department  *  Landfill

Have a Safe & Happy New Year!

Thank You!
Thank you is not enough to express our gratitude. The 

response to the request for donations for the Veterans at 
Fort Dodge Soldiers Home has been overwhelming.

It is such a blessing to live in an area where people 
from all the surrounding communities respond with such 
love and giving.

God Bless You!
Have a Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
Wheatland VFW Auxiliary #2864, Grinnell

THANK YOU
The family of Raymond “Butch” Minium would like 

to thank everyone who called, sent cards, visited, 
brought food, gave flowers, plants & memorials after 
the passing of Butch. We’re so thankful to live in a 
community like this during a difficult time.

~Lisa Minium & Families
Karl’s Store

Selden      785-386-4246
To our community, friends, and 

families, Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

Sunday was another beautiful wintry day. The sky colors 
unbelievable.

We had no church services at Jennings. 
I got to watch a live stream movie on my computer of our 

twin great granddaughters. Hayden and Ryleigh, performing 
in a Christmas program at the St. Lukes Episcopal Church in 
Mobile, Alabama Sunday. These are granddaughters of Genia 
and Don. Pretty amazing.

Monday December 28 is the next scheduled TEFAP 
Commodities distribution in Jennings. This distribution is 
income based and will be distributed in front of the City Office 
from 11:30 a.m.  to 2:00 p.m. or until the food is gone whichever 
comes first.

Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas Day and a Good New 
Year.

By Roch Lager, Reporter
The monthly meeting of the Angelus 4-H Club was held on 

November 16, at 7:00 pm.  Roll call was answered by a favorite 
memory of a grandparent who has died.

Song Leader, Lucy Anne Lager, led us in singing “10,000 
Reasons”.

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Lily Rumback.
The Reporter’s Report was given by Roch Lager. Club leaders 

Amanda Ostmeyer and Linda Lager discussed getting emblems 
for our achievement pins that we receive at Achievement 
Banquet each year.

Our next meeting is December 14, 2020 at 7:00 pm in the 
Angelus Church basement.

President, Isabella Ostmeyer, adjourned the meeting.
Margaret Mary Lager led us in saying the 4-H pledge.

Angelus 4-H Club Minutes

Colby Veterans Office
End of Year Office Hours

The Colby Veterans Office will be OPEN the following Hours 
at the End of the Year: 

Monday, December 28, 8:00 – 5:00
Tuesday December 29, 8:00 – 5:00
Wednesday, December 30, 8:00 – 5:00 
The Office will re-open with Regular Hours on Monday, 

January 4. 
In-Office Visits are BY APPOINTMENT ONLY – WALK-INS 

ARE PROHIBITED - MASKS ARE MANDATORY – TRAVEL 
OUTSIDE THE OFFICE IS NOT AUTHORIZED.

A Different Christmas
This Christmas season, most 

people are sick and tired of 
hearing how different, chal-
lenging, and unusual this year 
we call 2020 has been. There-
fore, this article will discuss 
how unusual, challenging, and 
different Christmas 2020 has 
been so far.

Christmases past - the beau-
tiful years of Norman Rock-
well paintings, carolers car-
oling under every lamppost, 
snow gently falling, a snow-
man or Rudolf in every yard, 
and a feeling of bliss in every 
heart. Well, maybe not all that, 
but that is how we like to re-
member them.

As a child, I would fall asleep 
listening for the sleighbells on 
the roof. I never heard them. I 
can still remember the excite-
ment when my sister, eleven 
years my senior, told me she 
heard them.

My family did not materi-
alize Christmas. We had all 
the usual stuff. Decorations 

were not fancy; the tree and 
a lit-up Santa on the door. Be-
ing the youngest of three and 
nearly a decade between my 
youngest sibling and me, I 
was the baby and probably 
more spoiled than the others. 
Yet, under the tree every year 
were gifts consisting of play 
clothes and one toy. Back when 
it mattered, what you whore 
where - we would get school 
clothes a week before school 
started, then play clothes came 
at Christmas. We did not pur-
chase clothing at any time for 
the rest of the year. Patches 
came when needed.

Christmas seems to change 
with significant life changes. It 
changes when we move away 
from home, get married, have 
children, and become empty 
nesters.

Unlike any other Christmas, 
this one has changed for almost 
everyone. As I write this, it is 
still a few days before Christ-
mas, but something happened 
in the Christmas 2020 season 
that, for me, is unforgettable.

Our church went caroling 
this year. Instead of strolling 
down the local nursing homes’ 
hallways signing those be-
loved Christmas hymns, we 
walked outside the building. 
We stopped at every window 

with open blinds and sang. 
We received many waves and 
smiles while singing outside 
that building. There was more 
than a love for Christmas. On 
their faces was the warmth of 
human attention.

One woman picked up her 
phone and waved it at us. We 
called the nursing home, they 
connected us to her room, and 
we sang. A dozen of us into 
one phone, standing in the cold 
outside someone’s window. She 
was giddy.

The nurses made sure we 
went around the outside of the 

COVID wing. One nurse said, 
“These people are treated like 
they have the plague.” Most 
in the COVID wing was unre-
sponsive. One man laid there, 
never moved as we sang. After 
a couple of songs, we started to 
move on. Suddenly, he lifted 
his hand and pointed skyward. 
Several of us teared up. I could 
not help but wonder how soon 
it would be before he would 
watch us from up there.

Yes, the Christmas of 2020 is 

Continued on page 3



Monday: Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes & gravy, Peas 
& Carrots, Bread, Plums

Tuesday: Chili, Orange-Pineapple Salad, Crackers, Cin-
namon Roll

Wednesday: Meatloaf, Scalloped Potatoes, Green Beans, 
Bread, Pineapple

Thursday: Roast Turkey in gravy, Mashed Potatoes, As-
paragus, Bread, Emerald Pears

Friday: HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

Dec 21 ~ Dec 25

Christ Community Church
454 W Hwy 24

Hoxie

First Presbyterian Church
1101 Sheridan Ave

Hoxie

Hoxie Christian Church
1025 Queen

Hoxie

Hoxie Church of Christ
1541 Oak

Hoxie

Hoxie United Methodist Church
1325 15th St

Hoxie

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church

Hwy 223
Leoville

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1400 Locust St

Hoxie

Living Word Fellowship
454 Hwy 24

Hoxie

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
14988 E Rd 70 S

Hoxie

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
202 S Missouri

Selden

St. Frances Catholic Church
924 17th
Hoxie

Selden United Methodist 
Church
Selden

St. Martin’s Catholic Church
Seguin

Area Churches
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different from all others, but 
one thing is sure - Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever.

Whether a person has no 
gifts under the tree, or if they 
get tired of opening presents 
because there is so many, the 
truth is - the Babe in the man-
ger is God With Us to save us 
from our sins.

Enough of me talking about 
my Christmases past and pres-

ent; here is the story of what 
Christmas is all about.

Luke 2:1-20, “And it came to 
pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world 
should be taxed. (And this 
taxing was first made when 
Cyrenius was governor of 
Syria.) And all went to be 
taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem; (because he was 
of the house and lineage of 
David:) To be taxed with Mary 
his espoused wife, being great 
with child. And so it was, that, 
while they were there, the days 
were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she 
brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a 
manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. And 
there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And, lo, the angel of 
the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the 
angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 

the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. And 
it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds 
said one to another, Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem, and 
see this thing which is come 
to pass, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found 
Mary, and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And 
when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the 
saying which was told them 
concerning this child. And all 
they that heard it wondered at 
those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. But 
Mary kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her 
heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, 
as it was told unto them.”  

Preacher Johnson is Pastor of 
Countryside Baptist Church in 
Parke County Indiana. Website: 
www.preachers-point.com; Email: 
preacherspoint@gmail.com; Mail: 
410 S. Jefferson St. Rockville IN 
47872. Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/Timothy-Preacher-
Johnson-101171088326638. All 
Scripture KJV.

Continued on page 3
Preacher’s Point

Joseph Gets the Message 
Loud & Clear

By Don Follis
December 20, 2020
I have been thinking about 

the angelic appearances in the 
Christmas story, particularly 
the angels who appeared to 
Joseph in 4 separate dreams.

Of course, Mary was not 
dreaming when the angel 
Gabriel appeared to her in 
person! She may have thought 
she was dreaming, but this 
angelic appearance was up 
close and personal!

I love this painting by 
Nigerian artist Paul Woelfel. 
It’s fun to see how Woelfel 
depicts the angel appearing to 
the virgin Mary.

This painting is featured in 
a book of Advent devotions by 
my long-time friend Carolyn 
Butler. Her book is titled 
“Under African Skies,” and 
comes out of her experiences 
as a 50-year missionary in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
and South Africa.

(Have your ever seen a 
painting featuring an African 
virgin Mary and a black angel 
Gabriel?)

Notice Mary’s corn-rowed 
hair. Look at the heavenly 
light encircling Mary’s head, 
reflecting her bronze skin. 
Look at how artist Woelfel has 
Mary pointing to herself with 
one hand, with something of a 
“Who, me?” gesture. But notice 
how her other hand already 
is raised in apparent humble 
acceptance as she prepares to 
receive the message given to 
her on a forked stick by the 
kneeling angel. The message is 
so precious the angel Gabriel 
dare not touch it. See how the 
angel has removed his sandals 
in Mary’s presence? He is on 
sacred ground, and he knows 

it!
Though I have read the 

Gospel of Matthew and the 
Gospel of Luke’s accounts of 
the Christmas story many 
times, one detail popped 
out to me this morning. An 
angel appeared to Joseph in 4 
separate dreams.

In the first dream, an angel 
told Joseph to take Mary as his 
wife.

In a second dream, an angel 
told Joseph to take Mary and 
the baby Jesus and immediately 
flee from Bethlehem to Egypt.

In a third dream, an angel 
appears and tells Joseph it was 
safe to return to the land of 
Israel.

And finally, in a fourth 
dream, an angel appears to 
Joseph and tells him to return 
to the district of Galilee 
and specifically the town of 
Nazareth.

Each time, Joseph does 
exactly what the angels says.

I have read enough stories 
to believe there is no question 
that God used dreams and 
angels to make his message to 
Joseph absolutely clear.

And I think he can do the 
same for us, too.

Still, most of my dreams I 
don’t remember. They seem 
mostly convoluted.

The dreams I do remember 
often seem to have strange 
circumstances with meanings, 
if any, that are weird and 
baffling, and well, ridiculous. 
The other day I dreamed I 
was the head basketball coach 
in a nearby small town. We 
were playing in the state 
championship game. Because 
of the pandemic, we couldn’t 
use a gym. So the state high 
school officials decided the 
game would be played in a 
nearby restaurant, since the 
restaurant was closed too 
because of the pandemic.

And there were no baskets. 

Continued on page 13
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From The Hoxie Sentinel, 100 years ago. (Kenoxie Archives & Museum photo)

The Hoxie Democrat
Friday, December 24, 1886

J. E. R. Ewing spent last Thursday in Kansas 
City.

M. Saddler, the Adell blacksmith, was in 
town last week paying taxes.

Mr. C. L. Pearson, county commissioner, 
was a pleasant caller last Saturday.

Mr. Geo. Foster, of the Saline, was in town 
Saturday in the interest of a pension.

We neglected to say that Mrs. A. F. Beechy 
went east last week in company with Mrs. 
Ewing.

E. J. Nettleton has sold his livery stock to a 
man from Alton, Kan., who will in a short time 
start a new livery barn.

Wm. Mellen, late resident of Hoxie, but now 
in the banking business at Downs, sends his 
kindest regards to all friends.

Mr. J. Jackley moved into his new residence 
last Friday and will be in shape soon to cater 
the wants to the needy and hungry.

A. S. Morgan spent Friday night in town as 
he had to be in town Saturday and it looked 
like storming after he got through his business 
so he concluded he would stay. This is the first 
time Sam has been away from home all night 
for months.

Wm. Langley started last Wednesday 
morning for Beaver City, Nebraska, where 
his family is. Mr. Langley has purchased the 
interest of E. C. Canfield one-half mile south of 
town, and will return in the early spring and 
open up a law office in Hoxie. He will make a 
good citizen, and one whom all will be proud 
of.

We can congratulate the people of Sheridan 
county on their prospects for a trunk line 
railroad next summer. Bob tails may do for 
small towns and cities, but Hoxie will have a 
trunk line. We are reliably informed by those 
who know that the Missouri Pacific will build 
their road from Stockton to Hoxie early in the 
spring, and that without any doubt there will 
be a division station here with shops, round-
house and everything that go with a division 
station of a R. R.

The appointment and qualification of J. 
L. Zeigler as police judge necessitated the 
purchasing of a new docket for him, as it was 
found that there was a party in town who had 
a prior lean on the old one, so it was deemed 
advisable to get a new one and let the party 
keep the old one until the new police judge 
is elected next spring, when it will have to 
be turned over or his bondsmen will have to 
make it good once more. The gentleman don’t 
make friends by his absurd conduct.

On last Saturday the commissioners met 
in extra session and appointed Mr. W. M. 
Jennings as treasurer in place of Hiram Davis, 
deceased. Mr. Jennings is a resident of Saline 
township and an old settler fully capable of 
performing the duties and who will, as far as 
he can consistent with his duties, be lenient 
and kind to all. Mr. Jennings is a good staunch 
democrat of the progressive school.

125 Years Ago
December 26, 1895

It is said that J. L. Sloey, the violinist, is in 
this county on a visit and may visit Hoxie 
before he leaves.

An Eastern Agricultural paper asks, “What 
kind of calves makes the best milkers,” and as 
yet we have seen no answer. In our opinion 
heifer calves make the best milker.

Republican Committeeman Charles Shafer 
of Saline township had business in this city 
Monday.

Fred Turtle and Dick Lynam, of Studley, 
took in I. O. O. F. Lodge here Saturday night.

Jesse Warner, the Sunday School man of 
Prairie Dog township, was a Hoxie visitor 
Saturday.

Henry Foelhalter and the Dutch School 
teacher of Solomon township were in for a 
short stay one day last week.

The dance given by Wiggins and Me Kinney 
at the Opera Hall last night, was, as predicted, 
the greatest success of the year.

Notice: - On and after January 1st, all business 
to be transacted between this office and young 
ladies will be attended to by the married end 
of the firm.

J. G. Southerland, the corn king of Sheridan 
county, was in town Saturday and reported 
that he was just about half through husking. 
He came down to mill.

Prof. Green closed school Tuesday evening 
for one week and left on yesterday mornings 
train to spend the holidays with the folks at 
home in Rooks county.

Henry Percival, county clerk elect, moved 
his family and household effects to the city last 
week. They occupy the Lupton property on the 
North side recently vacated by M. P. Yates.

Geo. H. Pratt made proof on his homestead 
Saturday. Joe Conard and Chas Foster were his 
witnesses. If we are not mistaken, he told us 
this made the seventh quarter they have in a 
body.

Sheriff Bardwell went away last week and left 
Dad McDonald in charge of the county bastille, 
wherein Bert Orren is confined, awaiting trial 
on a charge of larceny. Well, all went well until 
about the third day when Dad forgot to lock 
the door after taking the prisoner his dinner. 
The prisoner found the door unlocked and 
went to the court house, where he found a lot 
of fellows who are always ready for a little fun. 
They decided that it would be a good joke on 
Dad to hide the prisoner and then send him 
word that he had better come up and lock the 
jail. The message was hardly delivered before 
Dad had struck a two-forty-or-better clip for 
the cooler, on arriving there he found the door 

open and the prisoner gone, but gathering 
himself together and catching his wind, he said 
“well I don’t give a d---,” and leisurely locked 
the door and started for town at a much slower 
clip than he had gone up in. After giving him 
due time to get back down town and cool off, 
the prisoner was escorted down to find him, 
when found, the prisoner said, “Uncle, you 
have locked my coat up and as it is too cold to 
go without it and if you have no objections I 
will go with you to get it, to which Dad agreed 
and in a short time the prisoner was duly 
locked in. Dad acknowledges that the joke is 
on him, but has little to say.

Selden Department
C. F. Monteith is feeding some cows.
M. D. Gallogly went to Hoxie, Saturday.
Joe Wielrig has been doing some carpenter 

work for J. A. Sprague the past week.
H. M. Worley and family contemplate 

spending Christmas with friends and relatives 
in Nebraska.

100 Years Ago
December 23, 1920

The Just-A-Meer Housewarming
A very pleasant evening was spent Thursday, 

at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Andregg. 
The Just-a-Meer club planned and carried out 
a real surprise. After being shown through 
the beautiful home of Mr. and Mrs. Andregg, 
a dinner was prepared from the well filled 
baskets brought in by the girls of the club.

The evening was spent at hearts.
A Child Fatally Scalded
The little four-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Nelson Barrett, of Traer, Decatur county, fell 
head first into the pail of hot water one day 
last week and was so badly scalded that death 
soon ensued.

The mother was washing and temporarily 
set the bucket of water on the floor and the 
little boy while playing accidently lost his 
balance and fell into the pail.

Local News
C. L. Calhoon made a business trip to Gove 

City Monday.
Hy Hesterberg is quite ill at his home in the 

northeast part of town.
The high school and city schools closed last 

Friday for a two weeks’ vacation.
Ralph Clark and Clarence Rosenkrans spent 

Sunday at Oberlin with the formers’ relatives.
Ralph Cooper and wife have moved to their 

farm which they purchased last summer.
Mr. and Mrs. I. M. Cooper left Saturday 

for Oregon to spend the winter with their 
daughter.

Mrs. Funk, clerk of the district court, is now 
nicely domiciled in the Juna Charles property 
which she recently purchased of Mrs. Charles.

Pete C. Anderson, sheriff-elect, has moved 
to the rooms in the rear of the Hoxie Telephone 
Exchange, formerly occupied by Dr. and Mrs. 
Sam Lipton.

Jotty Quackenbush returned home the last 
of the week from Worthington, Indiana, where 
he spent a few weeks visiting relatives and 
looking over the scenes of his boyhood. On 
his way home he stopped at St. Joe, Missouri, 
to visit his daughter and at Beloit, Kansas, 
to pay his son a visit. When he went he was 
accompanied by Ben Richards and wife who 
went to Indianapolis to visit. Jotty says he had 
a good visit but was glad to get back and would 
rather live here than in the Hoosier State.

Miss Katherine Deeley, a student in the 
Norton County High School, while attempting 
to cross a street in Norton one night last week 
in company with two girl friends, was hit by 
an automobile and instantly killed.

Mrs. William Waite fell and broke her ankle 
Wednesday morning. The Waites have had 

more than their share of illness of late and Mrs. 
Waite has the kindest sympathy of the entire 
community in her misfortune.

Tom L. Pratt, Sr., was in town Wednesday 
morning. Tom was feeling mighty good over 
the fact that the storm held off a week longer, 
as he just finished threshing last week and was 
fortunate enough to get six car loads loaded 
for shipment while the roads were good.

75 Years Ago
December 20, 1945

Lt. j. g. Ivan Edgington and wife are here 
for the Christmas Holidays. This is the first 
Christmas Ivan has been with home folks since 
1934. He came from the Pacific area recently, 
where he had spent the previous twenty 
months. He will report to Chicago about 
January 6th.

Mrs. Howard Currier taught last Thursday 
and Friday for Mrs. Maudie Carstens, who 
was ill with the flu.

Little Sharon Sue Bomgardner of Palco 
spent the past week with her aunt, Mrs. Alfred 
Davidson. She was unfortunate to be ill most 
of her time here so returned to her home last 
Saturday.

Carl Schlicher has bought out the Schuricht 
Produce, Feed and Coal business and will take 
over January 1st.

Society News
Another enjoyable family gathering took 

place Sunday evening at the Ralph Cooper 
home in honor of their son, Max, Seaman 
1st class, who was here on a furlough. Those 
present were Mr. and Mrs. Willis Toothaker, 
the Milton Cooper family, except Erwin, Mr. 
and Mrs. Edgar Mitchell and son, Dale of 
Denver, Jerry Gilchrist and baby, and the host 
and hostess and girls, Joan and Donna.

The Mary Martha Class of the Presbyterian 
Church held their monthly meeting Tuesday 
at the home of Mrs. Les Briery. A splendid pot-
luck supper preceded the evening of sociability, 
during which Christmas gifts were exchanged 
among the group and boxes filled with gifts for 
others. There were nineteen present.

Letters to Santa
Dear Santa, 
Please bring me a BB gun for Christmas. 

Please bring me a toy pistol. Please bring me 
some jigsaw puzzles. Please bring me a pair of 
cowboy boots. I have been a good boy. Please 
bring me some candy and nuts. I’m ten years 
old.

Your friend, Harold Spresser
Dear Santa Claus,
I would like a baby doll and a doll house. 

Please bring me a gold bracelet and locket. I 
would like some candy and nuts if you have 
any. I am seven years old and in the second 
grade. Merry Christmas to you and Mrs. Santa 
Claus. I like you.

Your friend, Wanda Hendrix
Dear Santa,
Please bring me a gun and some paints. 

Bring my little brother, Max, a gun and a teddy 
bear. We both would like to have some candy 
and nuts.

Very truly yours, Tommy Moss
Leoville News
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Campbell visited her 

mother, Mrs. Robben, at Concordia the first 
part of last week.

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Robben and children 
visited with Mr. Bert Wernette on Sunday.

Miss Eunice Fortin came home from Salina 
last week and has been confined to her bed 
with the flu.

50 Years Ago
December 24, 1970

Chamber to Sponsor Holiday Get Together
A “Home for the Holidays” get together will 

be given by the Hoxie Chamber of Commerce 
with assistance from the BPW Club on 
Monday, Dec. 28 at the Old Sheridan Inn from 
1:30 to 5 p.m.

An informal open house is just the place to 
meet your former classmates and old friends – 
have a cup of coffee or a soft drink and make 
up for letters that were never written.

Angelus 4-H Club
On December 13, twenty-two Angelus 

4-Hers and ten parents with Susan Dickman 
on the flute, expressed Christmas tidings to the 
Parkside Manor residents of Oakley: Mr. and 
Mrs. John Baalman, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Mense and Mr. and Mrs. John Bixenman and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Kroecher of Grinnell; Mrs. 
Anna Albers, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Wessel and the 
Sisters of Angelus.

We wish you a merry Christmas! – Susan 
Dickman, Reporter

Solomon Valley 4-H
The Christmas meeting of the Solomon 

Valley 4-H Club was called to order by 
Howard Karnes at 7:30 on Dec. 12. Roll call 
was answered by your “Favorite Christmas 
Carol.”

Myrna Karnes gave a demonstration on how 
to put on false eye lashes. Howard Karnes 
gave a project talk telling why he took each 
project. Douglas Hedge gave a conservation 
talk entitled “Pesticides Killing Wildlife.”

Duties of the president was the title of 
Colleen Robbens parliamentary talk. For 
other program Sheryl Hedge led us in a quiz 
answering with the word red. Ross and Herb 
Cressler led us in a relay for recreation.

After the program we opened our Christmas 
gifts. Robbens were hosts to the meeting.

Gary Hedge, reporter
Angelus D of I Meets
The charter was draped at the December 

meeting of St. Paul’s Circle No. 400, Angelus, 
in memory of Sister Christina Ostmeyer who 
passed away after a lingering illness. She was a 
Past Regent of the Circle. Prayers were offered 
and sympathy extended to her family.

The State Regent’s message thanked the 
Circles for the reception held in her honor 
and the good wishes she received. The 
Redemporist Fathers on behalf of Father Jerry 
sent their thanks for donation received. Tillie 
Albers also thanked members for the get-well 
cards she received.

The Circle decided to put on the degree work 
for Colby early in 1971.

Plans for the smorgasbord to be held January 
24 were discussed. Betty Broeckelman was 
appointed new membership chairman.

The members attended a Christmas party at 
Oakley Dec. 13.

The next regular meeting of the Circle will 
be Jan. 4.

Scribe, Marie Schwarz
25 Years Ago

December 21, 1995
Selden
On Dec. 14, the Golden Plains Junior high 

played at Healy. The A-team girls won 29-24, 
B-team girls did not have enough players to 
play. A-team boys own 40-36 and B-team boys 
won 12-2.

On Dec. 15 several of the senior citizens 
went to Grainfield for information day and a 
Christmas dinner.

Rexford
Pete and Renee Hodges are the proud 

parents of a baby girl, Tahverle Marie, who 
was born on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1995 in Denver. 
Betty Nickols went out Monday to spend a few 
days with them.

The City Council is considering a franchise 
with the Rural Telephone Co. that will bring 
some revenue to the city. The Rural Telephone 
Co. also gave a contract for free service 
connecting the firemen’s phone for fire calls.

Jennings-Allison
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Stealey returned 

Wednesday from a trip to the Lake of the 
Ozarks. They helped their son Greg celebrate 
his 36th birthday. While there they also visited 
Branson, Mo.

The Sunflower Quilters met Dec. 14 for their 
regular quilting day. At noon they hosted a 
salad luncheon. Members present were Rachel 
Carter, Blanche Harmon, Joann Norris, Elanor 
Moral, Rosa Brock, Betty Brown, and Imogene 
Keenan. Guests that day were Shirley White, 
Norine Bailey, Mildred Tacha, Vendla Tacha, 
Jean Bouts, Alice Wagoner, and Alice Mizer. 
Delicious salads on festive table were enjoyed 
by the group.

Atwood Rolls Past Hoxie, 84-46
A hot-shooting Atwood Buffalo team 

handed the Indians an 84-46 loss Friday night.
Atwood converted 25-of-36 two-point 

attempts for a blistering 69 percent. The 
Indians, meanwhile, hit 23-of-50 from the 
field for a respectable 46 percent, but the good 
shooting performance was offset somewhat by 
25 turnovers.
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Sen. Moran’s Statement on
COVID-19 Relief Package

U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kan.) today released the following statement after voting to pass 
the targeted COVID-19 relief package: 

“Last week marked the beginning of our return to normal with the distribution of the first 
COVID-19 vaccines in Kansas and across the country. This was a historic moment as we work to 
end this pandemic, and today we are providing additional targeted relief to support front-line 
workers, schools and hospitals. This targeted relief package also includes additional funding for 
the successful Paycheck Protection Program, which will help keep small businesses open and 
employees on the payroll, and a second round of aid to families during the holiday season.

“This targeted relief package should have been completed months ago, but ultimately I’m 
pleased that many of my priorities were included and that it provides necessary resources to 
continue manufacturing and distributing the vaccines to our communities.”

Sen. Moran’s priorities included in the targeted COVID-19 relief package:
• Increase flexibility for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to help those that have 

fallen through the cracks. 
• Simplify and improve PPP loan forgiveness, including a solution to the conflicting 

treatment of EIDL advanced payments and the unnecessary subtraction from PPP forgiveness.
• Ensure qualified business expenses paid for by PPP loans are tax deductible.
• Provide direct, set-aside support for live event venues.
• Extend the deadline for expenditures from the Coronavirus Relief Fund, allowing states 

and local governments to strategically target areas of need over a longer period of time.
• Create additional flexibilities for rural hospitals, including removing restrictions on 

mental health visits provided via telehealth.
• Provide additional funding for testing, contract tracing and development and supplies 

resources for the Centers for Disease Control and Protection (CDC) to monitor the distribution 
and administration of the COVID-19 vaccine.

• Provide relief for farmers and ranchers, including cattle producers affected by CFAP 
sales date. 

• Establish grant program for small packers to upgrade facilities to become federally 
inspected and be able to sell across state lines.

• Allow state departments of agriculture to supplement ongoing farm stress initiatives.
• Include funding for commodity purchases for food banks.
• Provide support for Amtrak and other critical transportation industries hit particularly 

hard during this pandemic.
• Provide support to federal broadband deployment efforts, including dedicated funding 

to rural broadband connectivity, telehealth grants, improvements to broadband availability 
maps to ensure taxpayer dollars are directed to unserved communities, and the removal and 
replacement of equipment from foreign entities that pose national security risks to U.S. networks 
and consumers.

EDITORIAL
What Senator Moran fails to include 

in his statement are all of massive 
amounts of funds being sent to other 
countries; to organizations that al-
ready receive millions of dollars each 
year from the government and other 
sources; and most importantly, to ille-
gals.

WE THE PEOPLE are to each receive 
$600.

ILLEGAL ALIENS are to receive 
$1,800 EACH.

The bill was over 5,000 pages long 
and was voted on without being scru-
tinized, read, and edited.

Whatever it takes to end this treason 
needs to be done by those who can.

Field Surveys 
Underway

in Northwest 
Kansas

The Kansas Department of 
Transportation has started a 
series of field surveys to gather 
information for proposed 
bridge replacement projects in 
Rooks, Sheridan and Wallace 
counties.

Survey crews will be working 
near the following locations:

South Fork Solomon River 
drainage bridge on U.S. 24 in 
Rooks County approximately 
0.26 mile west of the U.S. 183 
junction

North Fork Solomon River 
bridge on K-23 in Sheridan 
County approximately 3 miles 
south of the K-123 junction

North Fork Ladder River 
bridge on K-27 in Wallace 
County approximately 4.75 
miles north of the Greeley 
County line

Activities will include the 
use of survey instruments 
on the ground to determine 
locations of existing features 
within the survey corridor. 
KDOT expects the survey work 
to be completed by February 
2021.

Crews will contact property 
owners or tenants for 
permission to enter private 
property, if access is needed. 
William Knight of Wilson and 
Company will oversee the 
surveys for KDOT.

Persons with questions may 
contact KDOT public affairs 
manager Lisa Mussman at 785-
874-8107 or lisa.mussman@
ks.gov.

VA Announces Changes
Effective in 2021

Congress has passed legislation making several changes to 
benefits administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
sent it to President Donald Trump’s desk to be signed into law.

The legislation, known as the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, 
M.D. Veterans Health Care and Benefits Improvements Act of 
2020, makes several changes to existing benefit programs.

Life Insurance
Beginning in 2023, the VA will be getting into the life insurance 

business.
The new law requires the VA to offer all disabled veterans under 

age 81 a whole-life policy by that date. The program will be similar 
to Veterans Group Life Insurance (VGLI); however, veterans must 
sign up for VGLI within 16 months after leaving the service. The 
new insurance program will have no such time limit.

Policies will be limited to a $40,000 payout for most veterans 
when the program begins.

Home Loans for National Guard Members
National Guard members without active-duty service will be 

eligible to receive a VA home loan beginning in 2021. The new law 
makes Guard and Reserve members who have at least 90 days of 
service eligible for the home loan program. Thirty of those days 
must have been consecutive.

Currently, only Guard and Reserve members who had at least 90 
days of active service are eligible for home loans.

Memorial Benefits
Within two years of the bill becoming law, the VA will begin 

paying the costs to transport a deceased veteran’s remains to state 
and tribal veterans’ cemeteries. Currently, the VA will pay only 
to transport a deceased veteran’s remains to a national veterans’ 
cemetery.

In two years, the VA will begin furnishing urns for storing the 
cremated remains of deceased veterans. Families will have the 
option of receiving a free headstone or burial urn, but not both. 
Currently, most veterans are eligible to receive a free headstone 
upon their death, but not an urn.

Also, veterans who receive the free VA-issued headstone and are 
buried in either a state or private cemetery will be able to have their 
spouse’s name engraved on the headstone at no cost. Currently, 
the family must pay to have the spouse’s name engraved on a VA-
issued headstone. This will be effective for deaths going back to 
Oct. 1, 2019.

Native Americans and VA Copay
Within one year of the law becoming effective, all Native 

Americans will be exempt from any VA copay for health care or 
medication, regardless of whether the individual has a service-
connected disability.

Stay on Top of Your Veteran Benefits
Military benefits are always changing. Keep up with everything 

from pay to health care by subscribing to Military.com to get 
access to up-to-date pay charts and more with all latest benefits 
delivered straight to your inbox.

Governor Laura Kelly today 
announced when the COVID-19 
vaccine is expected to become 
available for population groups 
across the state. The framework 
begins this winter with high-
risk Kansans such as health 
care personnel and long -erm 
care facility staff and residents, 
eventually reaching the general 
public in the summer of 2021.

“Through this framework, 
my administration upholds our 
commitment to maximizing 
benefits, minimizing harm, 
and striving for equity, justice, 
and fairness when it comes to 
when the vaccine will be made 
available to which Kansans,” 

Governor Kelly said. “We are 
committed to protecting the 
greatest number of Kansans, 
fostering economic recovery, 
and getting our kids back into 
school buildings as quickly 
and safely as possible.”

An outline of the expected 
availability is as follows:

• The COVID-19 vaccine 
will be available in the winter, 
on a very limited basis, for 
health care personnel, long 
term care facility staff, long 
term care residents, and EMS/
frontline public health workers;

• The vaccine will 
become available in late winter, 
on a limited basis, for first 

responders, some public facing 
workers in essential and critical 
infrastructure, teachers, school 
staff, child care workers, and 
individuals at high risk for 
adverse health consequences;

• The vaccine will 
become available in the spring, 
at an increased availability, for 
all other adults;

• And finally, the 
vaccine will become generally 
available in the summer for all 
Kansans, including children.

Adherence to this expected 
framework will be dependent 
on receipt of COVID-19 vaccine 
doses from the companies 
distributing them.

COVID-19 Vaccine 
Distribution 

Priorities
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“I was ready to compete 
that whole time,” said Porsch. 
“That was probably the least 
in-shape I’ve been for that 
tournament because I’ve gone 
the past two or three years to 
it. But this was the most ready 
I’ve been for it. I had maybe 
eight or nine hours to train 
for this. I didn’t care what 
(Peak) was doing, I was just 
ready to compete.”

For his teammates in atten-
dance, the thrill was equally 
satisfying. 

“I remember telling every-
one that Dayton was going to 
take his head off,” said Jacob 
Beeson, the 2019-20 NJCAA 
149-pound national cham-
pion. “To be mat-side and see 
that unfold, it was a really 
good time.”

“When I saw him get that 
headlock cinched up tight, 
I thought ‘Oh he’s throwing 
him. It’s over’,” said Jason 
Henschel, a Beaver freshman 
and three-time KSHSAA 
state champion at Goddard 
High School. 

“It was cool because dur-
ing the summer when Day-
ton came down to hang 
with us, I didn’t really know 
him that well,” said Michael 
Spangler, the 2019-20 NJCAA 
125-pound national cham-
pion. Spangler also placed 
fifth in U23 Greco Roman 
55KG portion of the tourna-

ment, classifying him as an 
All-American and granting 
him an opportunity to audi-
tion for the Olympic Training 
Center Futures Program

“Us four kind of formed 
this bond over the weekend, 
so to see one of my friends 
win was amazing. I had so 
much confidence in him, I 
knew he was going to win re-
gardless of who he was wres-
tling.”

Adding to the improbabil-
ity, Porsch and his comrades 
found training for Omaha 
to be somewhat problematic 
considering the lack of orga-
nized activities and facilities 
not being open. 

“I was definitely stuck 
here with what we had,” said 
Porsch. “I went home one 
weekend before to work out 
with my brother. We made 
work with what he had and 
did as good as we could with 
what he had.”

Funny enough, perhaps the 
biggest obstacle standing in 
Porch’s way during his week-
end of triumph was the scale, 
but only for a moment. Prior 
to the start of his weekend, 
Porsch said he was comfort-
ably at 66.3 kilograms, well 
below the 67 kg weight limit. 
Believing that he had some 
weight to spare for a drink 
of water, his weight suddenly 
jumped ahead of his allow-
ance minutes before weigh-
ins, and he jokingly blamed 
his short-lived stress on some 
questionably heavy water.

Continuedfrom page 1

Continued on page 13

Wrestlers Sen. Moran Applauds Passage of FY2021 Commerce, Justice and 
Science Appropriations Package

U.S. Senator Jerry Moran (R-Kan.), Chairman of the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and 
Related Agencies (CJS), today released the following statement applauding the passage of the FY2021 Appropriations package for 
CJS: 

“This fiscally responsible and bipartisan bill provides necessary resources to help law enforcement keep our communities safe, 
support economic development and further scientific development. I am especially pleased this year’s bill includes increased 
resources for the Department of Justice to support programs for state and local law enforcement in Kansas and across the nation, 
including training and community-based crime prevention. In addition, this legislation continues our support to NASA, STEM 
education and our nation’s goal of returning American astronauts to the Moon. Thank you to Ranking Member Shaheen for 
working with me in a bipartisan manner to secure resources for these important federal programs and priorities that will allow 
the agencies within our jurisdiction to accomplish their missions and address the needs of our country.” 

Sen. Moran priorities included in the FY2021 CJS Appropriations Bill: 
• Increased resources for the Department of Justice (DOJ) and its law enforcement agencies, including the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation (FBI), Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) and 
United States Marshals Service. 

• Support for DOJ’s state and local law enforcement activities, including funding for the Violence Against Women Act, 
grant programs focused on improving police-community relations, juvenile justice programs to support children and youth and 
resources to help state and local partners combat the opioid and methamphetamine crises. These programs provide resources 
to Kansas entities like the Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence and the Child Advocacy Center of Sedgwick 
County. 

• Increased support for the Byrne Justice Assistance Grants, which provide flexible grant funding for Kansas law enforcement 
departments across the state, from Kansas City to Garden City.

• A new DOJ grant program for small law enforcement agencies in rural areas, like many in Kansas. The grants will 
support improved training and technology, expanded community-based crime prevention programs and partnerships with 
victim service providers. 

• Additional resources for the salaries and expenses of the Federal Bureau of Prisons and continued efforts to hire additional 
correctional officers at United States Penitentiary Leavenworth. 

• Increased resources for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) for human exploration activities 
related to U.S. Astronauts returning to the Moon, including resources for advanced aircraft composite and materials research and 
ongoing innovative research. 

• Increased resources for NASA’s Aeronautics research, including support for carbon/carbon material testing and high-rate 
composite aircraft manufacturing benefiting existing work of Wichita State University and Spirit AeroSystems.

• NASA will also receive increased support for STEM Education Engagement programs to inspire the next generation of 
space exploration professionals, including $5 million for science museums and planetariums designed to support educational 
facilities like the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson, Kan.   

• Increased funding for plastics and polymer material research within the National Institute of Standards and Technology 
(NIST), benefiting Pittsburg State University’s work in this field.  

• Increased resources to the Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) to support 
sustainable job growth and durability of regional economies throughout the U.S., especially in our rural communities.

• Robust funding dedicated to the National Science Foundation (NSF) for basic scientific research and development efforts 
among U.S. universities like the University of Kansas, Kansas State University, and Wichita State University; businesses; and other 
research organizations, including increased support for the agency’s Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research 
(EPSCoR) program.



Wishing all of our wonderful 
customers and friends a 

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!
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family a safe and joyful season.
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agentkendra.com/
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Kansas Milk 
Production

Milk production in Kansas 
during November 2020 
totaled 336 million pounds, 
up 6% from November 2019, 
according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. The average 
number of milk cows was 
173,000 head, 8,000 head more 
than November 2019. Milk 
production per cow averaged 
1,940 pounds.

Kansas
Cattle on Feed 
Up 3 Percent

Kansas feedlots, with 
capacities of 1,000 or more 
head, contained 2.50 million 
cattle on feed on December 
1, according to the USDA’s 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service. This 
inventory was up 3% from 
last year.

Placements during 
November totaled 415,000 
head, unchanged from 2019.

Fed cattle marketings for 
the month of November 
totaled 425,000 head, up 8% 
from last year.

Other disappearance 
during November totaled 
10,000 head, unchanged from 
last year.

State Board of 
Agriculture

to Hold Virtual 
Meeting 

December 29
The Kansas State Board 

of Agriculture will hold its 
regular board meeting using 
internet meeting services 
on Tuesday, December 29, 
2020, from 9:00 a.m. to noon. 
Anyone interested in the 
meeting can participate using 
video conferencing or by 
utilizing a call-in option.

The meeting is open to the 
public. Individuals who have 
questions about the meeting, 
including how to access 
call-in information, should 
contact Brittney Grother at 
785-564-6797 or Brittney.
Grother@ks.gov.  

Persons who require special 
accommodations must make 
their needs known at least 
two days prior to the meeting.

2020 National Sorghum 
Producers Yield Contest Results
National Sorghum Producers is proud to announce that a new 

U.S. dryland sorghum yield record is 245.86 bushels per acre. 
Ella Johnston of Fulton County, Pennsylvania, set the record in 
the 35th National Sorghum Yield Contest. NSP says sorghum 
producers faced weather challenges, economic uncertainty, 
and a challenging year overall, but they still showed resilience, 
continued to farm and produced high yielding sorghum. The 
2020 National Sorghum Yield Contest had seven national 
winners selected from three categories for both the eastern and 
western regions of the U.S.

Locally, Kirk Zerr, Gove County, won the Dryland No-Till 
West with 162.43 bushels per acre with Pioneer 86G32.

The contest’s objectives are to:
Improve Yields
Improve sorghum yields across the nation
Knowledge Transfer
Enable knowledge transfer between growers who support 

enhanced management
Identify Producers
Identify top sorghum producers in each state
Recognize Growers
Recognize growers for outstanding yield achievements

Kansas Winners of National Corn Yield Contest 
Announced

Despite the many challenges faced in 2020, Kansas corn farmers persevered and pushed to compete 
in the 56th Annual National Corn Yield Contest, conducted by the National Corn Growers Association 
(NCGA). The 27 national winners in nine production categories had verified yields averaging more 
than 345.9 bushels per acre, compared to the projected national average of 175 bushels per acre 
nationwide.

The top 18 Kansas winners posted yields averaging 285 bushels per acre, compared to the projected 
state average of 132 bushels per acre. Kansas winners topped 300 bushels per acre in four of the six 

state categories.
The top yield overall comes from the Strip, Min, Mulch, 

Ridge-Till Non-Irrigated category and belongs to Jeff Koelzer of 
Onaga with 323 bushels per acre. The second highest is from the 
Conventional Irrigated category and belongs to Grant Webber 
from Sublette with 317 bushels per acre.

“This contest brings farmers together to create, innovate 
and explore ways to optimize the nation’s largest and arguably 
most important crop,” said Debbie Borg, 2020 chair of NCGA’s 
Member and Consumer Engagement Action Team. “At both the 
state and national levels, contest winners find new ways to excel 
while using a variety of techniques. Ultimately, the invention and 
improvement by farmers and input providers enable U.S. farmers 
to continue to meet the future demand for critical food, feed, fuel 
and fiber.”

For more than half a century, NCGA’s National Corn Yield 
Contest has provided corn growers with the opportunity to 
compete with their colleagues to grow the most corn per acre, 
helping feed and fuel the world. This has given participants not 
only the recognition they deserved but the opportunity to learn 
from their peers.

While not winning any national awards this year, Kansas 
corn producers turned in impressive yields. State winners of the 
national contest are listed below. The winners of the Kansas Corn 
Yield Contest will be released in January.

Kansas State Winners of the 2020 National Corn Yield Contest
No-Till Irrigated
Harold Koster Hoxie Pioneer P1366AML™ 275.6867
No-Till Non-Irrigated
Harold Koster Hoxie Pioneer P0339AM™ 178.7820
Strip, Min, Mulch, Ridge-Till Irrigated
Brent Olson Dresden LG Seeds LG66C32STXRIB™ 279.2758

USDA, NASA Sign Agreement
to ImproveAgricultural, Earth Science Research

The U.S. Department of Agriculture and NASA have signed a memorandum of understanding aimed at strengthening their 
longstanding partnership on space-based assets benefitting life on Earth.

The agreement brings together NASA’s experience with technology development and space-borne Earth science measurements 
and USDA’s scientific experience and knowledge of agricultural production, resource conservation, food security and safety, and 
forests and working lands.

USDA and NASA will explore research gaps of importance to the agricultural community that could be addressed through 
innovative Earth observation systems and technologies developed over the next decade. The collaboration also will address 
recommendations made in the 2017 National Academies’ Earth Science Decadal Survey.

“As we’ve seen over the past 100 years, increasing innovation in agriculture is limitless,” said U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue. “This partnership between USDA and NASA will bring together the best research, science, and technology we have 
to offer to help produce more food to feed the growing world. We are continuing an already great collaborative effort to utilize 
space-based technologies across sectors and into agriculture.”

“When we combine research on the International Space Station with the amazing capabilities that Earth observation provides, I 
believe that NASA, in partnership with USDA, could transform farming and bolster agricultural production in ways we can’t even 
imagine today,” said NASA Administrator Jim Bridenstine. “Microgravity research can unlock secrets in a wide variety of fields, 
and I’m particularly excited about our agency’s potential impact on next-generation agricultural techniques.”

The agreement also will leverage USDA’s connections with the agricultural community and the global marketplace.
The partnership outlined in the agreement will benefit a variety of Earth and space-based goals, including activities in support 

of NASA’s Artemis program, which will land the first woman and the next man on the Moon and establish sustainable exploration 
with our commercial and international partners. Plant-related research on the International Space Station, and other space or 
ground platforms, may lead to creative new ways to improve American and global agriculture, protect the environment, and 
contribute to better human health.

In addition, the agencies collaborate on education and communication activities to inspire youth in America to pursue careers 
in STEM and agriculture through the National Science and Technology Council’s Committee on STEM Education.

For more information about NASA’s Earth science activities, visit: www.nasa.gov/earth.

Kansas Winners of National Corn 
Yield Contest Announced

Despite the many challenges faced in 2020, Kansas corn farmers 
persevered and pushed to compete in the 56th Annual National 
Corn Yield Contest, conducted by the National Corn Growers 
Association (NCGA). The 27 national winners in nine production 
categories had verified yields averaging more than 345.9 bushels 
per acre, compared to the projected national average of 175 bushels 
per acre nationwide.

The top 18 Kansas winners posted yields averaging 285 bushels 
per acre, compared to the projected state average of 132 bushels per 
acre. Kansas winners topped 300 bushels per acre in four of the six 
state categories.

The top yield overall comes from the Strip, Min, Mulch, Ridge-Till 
Non-Irrigated category and belongs to Jeff Koelzer of Onaga with 
323 bushels per acre. The second highest is from the Conventional 
Irrigated category and belongs to Grant Webber from Sublette 
with 317 bushels per acre.

“This contest brings farmers together to create, innovate and 
explore ways to optimize the nation’s largest and arguably most 
important crop,” said Debbie Borg, 2020 chair of NCGA’s Member 
and Consumer Engagement Action Team. “At both the state and 
national levels, contest winners find new ways to excel while using 
a variety of techniques. Ultimately, the invention and improvement 
by farmers and input providers enable U.S. farmers to continue to 
meet the future demand for critical food, feed, fuel and fiber.”

For more than half a century, NCGA’s National Corn Yield 
Contest has provided corn growers with the opportunity to 
compete with their colleagues to grow the most corn per acre, 
helping feed and fuel the world. This has given participants not 
only the recognition they deserved but the opportunity to learn 
from their peers.

While not winning any national awards this year, Kansas 
corn producers turned in impressive yields. State winners of the 
national contest are listed below. The winners of the Kansas Corn 
Yield Contest will be released in January.

Kansas State Winners of the 2020 National Corn Yield Contest
No-Till Irrigated
Harold Koster Hoxie Pioneer P1366AML™ 275.6867
No-Till Non-Irrigated
Harold Koster Hoxie Pioneer P0339AM™ 178.7820
Strip, Min, Mulch, Ridge-Till Irrigated
Brent Olson Dresden LG Seeds LG66C32STXRIB™ 279.2758



Derek Johnson picking up back points at Goodland 
Holiday Classic. (Photo by Coleen Shepard)

Team photo of Goodland Holiday Classic Team Champion Hoxie Indian Wrestling. (Photo 
by Alayna Shepard)

Goodland Holiday 
Classic Wrestling 

Tournament Results 
for Hoxie

Boys 106
Tate Weimer (13-4) placed 

2nd and scored 16.5 team 
points.
•	 Round 1 - Mason 

Younger (Ellis) 13-1 won by 
decision over Tate Weimer 
(Hoxie) 13-4 (Dec 8-2)
•	 Round 2 - Tate Weimer 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won by fall over 
Dawson Rose (Saint Francis) 
0-5 (Fall 2:29)
•	 Round 3 - Tate Weimer 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won by fall over 
Austin Topliss (Hugoton) 2-9 
(Fall 3:02)
•	 Round 4 - Tate Weimer 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won in sudden 
victory - 1 over Kaeden 
McCarty (Colby) 14-2 (SV-1 4-2)
•	 Round 5 - Tate Weimer 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won by fall over 
Josue Pereza (Lakin) 1-7 (Fall 
1:09)

Boys 113
Wayne Shepard (15-2) placed 

3rd and scored 9.5 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Wayne 

Shepard (Hoxie) 15-2 won 
by injury default over Kobe 
Chavez (Ulysses) 4-5 (Inj. 3:11)
•	 Round 2 - Wayne 

Shepard (Hoxie) 15-2 received 
a bye
•	 Round 3 - DJ Knox 

(Goodland) 11-0 won by 
decision over Wayne Shepard 
(Hoxie) 15-2 (Dec 6-1)
•	 Championship Bracket 

- Aiden Cook (Colby) 8-3 
won by decision over Wayne 

Shepard (Hoxie) 15-2 (Dec 11-7)
•	 3rd Place Match - 

Wayne Shepard (Hoxie) 15-2 
won by decision over Kaleb 
Atkins (Hill City) 8-3 (Dec 7-4)

Boys 120
Carson Ochs (11-4) placed 

2nd and scored 14.5 team 
points.
•	 Round 1 - Carson 

Ochs (Hoxie) 11-4 won by fall 
over Sheamus Holmes (Hays-
TMP) 2-4 (Fall 1:46)
•	 Round 2 - Carson 

Ochs (Hoxie) 11-4 won by fall 
over Jarret Mader (Ellis) 7-6 
(Fall 2:49)
•	 Round 3 - Quentin 

Pauda (Ulysses) 9-1 won by fall 
over Carson Ochs (Hoxie) 11-4 
(Fall 3:27)
•	 Round 5 - Carson Ochs 

(Hoxie) 11-4 won by decision 
over Octavio Gonzalez 
(Goodland) 6-3 (Dec 9-4)

Boys 126
Dayton Bell (16-0) placed 1st 

and scored 24.0 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Dayton Bell 

(Hoxie) 16-0 won by fall over 
Tyler Tarpley (Lakin) 4-8 (Fall 
1:54)
•	 Round 2 - Dayton Bell 

(Hoxie) 16-0 won by fall over 
Aidan Hockman (Hill City) 3-2 
(Fall 3:24)
•	 Round 3 - Dayton Bell 

(Hoxie) 16-0 won by fall over 
Braysen Salinas (Ulysses) 5-5 
(Fall 3:38)
•	 Round 4 - Dayton Bell 

(Hoxie) 16-0 won by forfeit over 
Braydon Binder (Hays-TMP) 
1-6 (For.)
•	 Round 5 - Dayton Bell 

(Hoxie) 16-0 won by fall over 
Tucker Wark (Colby) 11-4 (Fall 
3:21)

Boys 132
Drew Bell (15-0) placed 1st 

and scored 22.0 team points.
•	 Round 2 - Drew Bell 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Luis Cruz (Hugoton) 2-7 (Fall 
0:19)
•	 Round 3 - Drew Bell 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Austin Carroll (Ellis) 3-7 (Fall 
0:11)
•	 Round 4 - Drew Bell 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Conner Lanning (Colby) 9-5 
(Fall 1:23)
•	 Round 5 - Drew Bell 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Dominic Eddie (Ulysses) 6-2 
(Fall 2:15)

Girls 132
Marissa Porsch (12-1) placed 

1st.
•	 Round 1 - Marissa 

Porsch (Hoxie) 12-1 won by 
fall over Miranda Guzman 
(Ulysses) 0-3 (Fall 1:56)
•	 Round 2 - Marissa 

Porsch (Hoxie) 12-1 won by fall 
over Madison Gottchalk (Ellis) 
3-2 (Fall 5:44)
•	 Round 3 - Marissa 

Porsch (Hoxie) 12-1 won by fall 
over Haley Cranwell (Ellis) 6-3 
(Fall 5:11)

Boys 138
Drew Bretz (15-0) placed 1st 

and scored 20.5 team points.
•	 Round 2 - Drew Bretz 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Bly Gosch (Lakin) 4-6 (Fall 0:23)
•	 Round 3 - Drew Bretz 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Sam Pyle (Ellis) 5-9 (Fall 0:51)
•	 Round 4 - Drew Bretz 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by fall over 
Koby Salas (Ulysses) 8-3 (Fall 
0:40)
•	 Round 5 - Drew Bretz 

(Hoxie) 15-0 won by decision 
over Tyler Voss (Colby) 11-3 
(Dec 3-2)

Boys 145
Derek Johnson (12-0) placed 

1st and scored 19.5 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Derek 

Johnson (Hoxie) 12-0 received 
a bye
•	 Round 2 - Derek 

Johnson (Hoxie) 12-0 won by 
fall over Zeke Haag (Ellis) 9-4 
(Fall 5:39)
•	 Round 3 - Derek 

Johnson (Hoxie) 12-0 won by 
major decision over Adam 
Mendoza (Hugoton) 8-3 (MD 
9-0)
•	 C h a m p i o n s h i p 

Bracket - Derek Johnson 
(Hoxie) 12-0 won by decision 
over Garin Cooper (Saint 
Francis) 11-3 (Dec 8-2)
•	 1st Place Match - Derek 

Johnson (Hoxie) 12-0 won by 
fall over Mason Hernandez 
(Goodland) 5-1 (Fall 2:30)

Boys 152
Ryan Shaw (13-4) placed 4th 

and scored 7.0 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Ryan Shaw 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won by major 
decision over Shannon Rethke 
(Saint Francis) 5-6 (MD 10-0)
•	 Round 2 - Ryan Shaw 

(Hoxie) 13-4 won by fall over 
Caleb Hill (Colby) 5-11 (Fall 
0:41)
•	 Round 3 - Tristen 

Porter (Leoti-Wichita County) 
8-2 won by decision over Ryan 
Shaw (Hoxie) 13-4 (Dec 2-1)
•	 C h a m p i o n s h i p 

Bracket - Aiden Amrein (Hill 
City) 12-0 won by fall over 
Ryan Shaw (Hoxie) 13-4 (Fall 
3:02)
•	 3rd Place Match - Kyan 

Team Scores ~ 
Goodland Wrestling 

Tournament
1 Hoxie 183.0
2 Colby 171.0
3 Hill City 110.0
4 Ulysses 98.0
5 Goodland 95.0
6 Ellis 65.0
7 Leoti-Wichita County 59.5
8 Hugoton 34.5
9 Hays-TMP 14.0
10 Saint Francis 12.5
11 Lakin 10.5
12 WaKeeney-Trego 
Community 4.0

Ensign (Goodland) 7-3 won by 
fall over Ryan Shaw (Hoxie) 
13-4 (Fall 1:53)

Boys 160
Aidan Baalman (16-0) placed 

1st and scored 20.5 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Aidan 

Baalman (Hoxie) 16-0 received 
a bye
•	 Round 2 - Aidan 

Baalman (Hoxie) 16-0 won 
by fall over George Crawford 
(Ellis) 8-6 (Fall 1:55)
•	 Round 3 - Aidan 

Baalman (Hoxie) 16-0 won by 
fall over Maverick Spresser 
(Goodland) 7-6 (Fall 0:30)
•	 Round 4 - Aidan 

Baalman (Hoxie) 16-0 won by 
decision over Roman Garcia 
(Ulysses) 9-5 (Dec 10-6)
•	 Round 6 - Aidan 

Baalman (Hoxie) 16-0 won by 
fall over Wyatt Tubbs (Colby) 
13-3 (Fall 1:34)

Boys 195
Donovan Balluch (8-7) placed 

6th and scored 2.0 team points.
•	 Round 1 - Carmelo 

Orosco (Ulysses) 7-6 won by 
fall over Donovan Balluch 
(Hoxie) 8-7 (Fall 2:12)
•	 Round 2 - Chandler 

Seaton (Leoti-Wichita County) 
8-1 won by fall over Donovan 
Balluch (Hoxie) 8-7 (Fall 0:32)
•	 Round 3 - Donovan 

Balluch (Hoxie) 8-7 received a 
bye
•	 Consolation Bracket 

- Donovan Balluch (Hoxie) 
8-7 won by fall over Omar 
Gonzalez (Lakin) 2-8 (Fall 0:45)
•	 5th Place Match - Cale 

Younger (Ellis) 5-7 won by fall 
over Donovan Balluch (Hoxie) 
8-7 (Fall 1:40)

Boys 220

Kaden Sekavec (5-4) placed 
3rd and scored 13.0 team 
points.
•	 Round 1 - Kaden 

Sekavec (Hoxie) 5-4 won by fall 
over Dravin Chavira (Lakin) 
0-9 (Fall 0:57)
•	 Round 2 - Dexter 

Dautel (Goodland) 9-3 won 
by fall over Kaden Sekavec 
(Hoxie) 5-4 (Fall 2:20)
•	 Round 3 - Hagan Booi 

(Colby) 16-0 won by fall over 
Kaden Sekavec (Hoxie) 5-4 
(Fall 0:24)
•	 Round 4 - Kaden 

Sekavec (Hoxie) 5-4 won by 
fall over Colton Raile (Saint 
Francis) 1-4 (Fall 0:44)
•	 Round 5 - Kaden 

Sekavec (Hoxie) 5-4 won by fall 
over Jace Bonsall (Hugoton) 4-5 
(Fall 3:45)

Boys 285
Brandon Baker (3-2) placed 

2nd and scored 14.0 team 
points.
•	 Round 1 - Brandon 

Baker (Hoxie) 3-2 received a 
bye
•	 Round 2 - Juan 

Mancillas (Leoti-Wichita 
County) 4-3 won by fall over 
Brandon Baker (Hoxie) 3-2 (Fall 
2:32)
•	 Round 4 - Brandon 

Baker (Hoxie) 3-2 won by fall 
over Robert Villezcas (Ulysses) 
3-8 (Fall 1:01)
•	 Round 5 - Brandon 

Baker (Hoxie) 3-2 won by fall 
over Thayn Walt (Hill City) 4-1 
(Fall 2:44)
•	 1st Place Match - 

Declan Ryan (Colby) 14-1 won 
by fall over Brandon Baker 
(Hoxie) 3-2 (Fall 0:41)

Hoxie Wrestling

Parents Cheer
Hoxie B-Team Win
By Dee Schamberger  
Hoxie Jr High girls played 

Norton on 12-17-20 on their 
own court.  Parents were 
allowed in the gym to watch 
the Junior High finish their 
season.  The B-Team did an 
excellent job with a strong 
defense, allowing only three 
points the first half and 
ending the game with a score 
of 31-5.

Congratulations to the 
B-Team on your undefeated 
season with a perfect record 
of 11-0.  Team scorers were:  T. 
Lindeman-3 pts, I Baier-1 pt, 
M Meier-2 pts, Addi Baker-7 
pts, Allie Gourley-2 pts, Macy 
Wente-12 pts, K Jones-4 pts.

Hoxie Indians Defeat Plainville Cardinals
Plainville Dual Results from December 17
106 Tate Weimer over Cohen Kaiser (Plainville) (Fall 4:42)
113 Wayne Shepard over Ethan Selbe (Plainville) (Fall 0:42)
120 Logan Normandin (Plainville) over Carson Ochs (Dec 

4-0)
126 Dayton Bell over Antonio Grant (Plainville) (Fall 3:21)
132 Drew Bell over Unknown (For.)
138 Drew Bretz over Gabe Kerns (Plainville) (Fall 5:15)
145 Derek Johnson (Hoxie) over Unknown (For)
152 Double Forfeit
160 Ryan Shaw over Braxton Smyth (Plainville) (Fall 0:35)
170 Ben Hansen (Plainville) over Unknown (For)
182 Unknown vs. Unknown
195 Kyle Werner (Plainville) over Donovan Balluch (TF 15-0 

4:00)
220 Draxtin Hovis (Plainville) over Unknown (For)
285 Brandon Baker over Jonah Smith (Plainville) (Fall 0:20)
Girls 132
Marissa Porsch over Brylee Horting (Plainville) (Fall 5:30)
132 Marissa Porsch over Caxton Smyth (Plainville) (Fall 3:03)
285 Exhibition Gavin Schippers over Mason Hogan 

(Plainville) (Dec 6-1)

Hoxie Wrestling Continues to Excite Fans
By Coleen Shepard
The Indian wrestlers traveled to Plainville Thursday evening for a dual against the Cardinals 

where they earned their fourth dual victory of the season. Claiming six wins by fall and two by 
forfeit the Indians outscored the Plainville Cardinals 48-20, picking up the win. Also competing 
at Plainville, Marissa Porsch claimed two wins by fall for Hoxie Girls’ Wrestling. Following 
this victory, the Indian Wrestlers traveled to Goodland on Saturday, where they continued their 
success.

Twelve teams competed at the Goodland Holiday Classic in a quest for both individual and 
team titles. Earning 28 wins by fall, two wins by major decision, five wins by decision, one win 
by sudden victory, and one win by injury default, the Indians compiled 183.0 team points and 
claimed the team championship plaque. Individually, the wrestlers would also claim several 
medals and personal accolades. Claiming five champion brackets, three second place, two third 
place, one fourth, and one sixth place medal the Hoxie wrestlers would secure their team victory. 
Sophomore, Derek Johnson was voted outstanding wrestler by the coaches and junior, Drew Bell 
earned the fastest fall of the tournament, pinning Austin Carroll of Ellis in 11 seconds. Marissa 
Porsch won all her matches by fall and brought home the girls’ 132-pound champion bracket.

The Indian Wrestlers will finish the first part of their season Tuesday when they travel to 
Belleville for the Republic County Duals where they will meet Sabetha, Flint Hills, Republic 
County, and Hill City.



By Judy Rogers
The Golden 

Plains Bulldogs 
won their first 
game of the season 
at the Sagebrush 
T o u r n a m e n t 
in Brewster on 
December 12 over 
Wallace County. 
“It felt great to get 
this first win,” said 
Junior Jovanny 
Infante.

The Bulldogs 
opened the 
tournament on 
Tuesday with the 
Wichita County 
Indians from Leoti. 
The Bulldogs 
worked hard in the 

Bulldogs Win One at Sagebrush

Shoot!  Golden Plains senior, Wade 
Rush puts up another free throw 
against Wallace County in the final 
game of the Sagebrush Shootout 
Tournament in Brewster on December 
12.  (Photo by Brooke Stoll)

first quarter but 
only scored 6 points. 
Despite numerous 
fouls, the Indians 
put in 21 giving 
them a strong early 
lead. The Bulldogs 
came back in the 

second to add 11 while the Indians added 16 to hold a 37-17 lead 
at the half.

The Bulldogs continued to work hard beneath the basket as 
they spread the ball around the court to add another 9 in the 
third and 9 in the fourth. The Indians maintained their lead 
with 16 points in the third and 5 in the fourth to win the game 
58-35.

Bulldog points came from Wade Rush 15, Alex Gonzalez 6, 
Ethan Weiner 5, Jovanny Infante 4, Roberto Loya 2, Garrett 
Carter 2, and Kole Butts 1.

In the second round of games on Friday, the Bulldogs faced 
off against Tri-plains/Brewster. The Bulldogs started off with 
an early lead 7-3 before the Titans came back and pulled ahead. 
With four three pointers in the first quarter, the Titans gained 
a 22-10 lead over the Dogs. Alex Gonzalez and Wade Rush 
worked together to add 11 in the second, but the defense was 
unable to slow the Titans down as they pushed in 16 for a 38-21 
half time lead.

Coming out of the half, Rush was the only Bulldog able to 
find the basket with six additional points. The Titans extended 
their lead with 11 of their own. Golden Plains finished with 11 
more in the fourth, but the Titans added 16 for the 65-38 win. 
The Titans hit 10 three pointers in the game as the Bulldogs 
offense came from Rush 17, Gonzalez 10, Infante 4, Butts 3, Loya 
2, and Mason Green 2.

The Bulldogs’ final game of the tournament was on Saturday 
afternoon against the Wallace County Wildcats. Both teams 
were ready to compete and kept the game close throughout 
the first quarter with the Dogs holding a slight lead 10-9 at 
the buzzer. The Bulldogs added another 10 in the second with 
baskets from Jovanny Infante and three pointers from Kole 
Butts and Ethan Weiner. However, the Wildcats pushed in their 
own threes to pull ahead 28-20 by the half.

The Dogs were determined to play hard and came back on 
the court for the second half ready to work together. Rush and 
Infante hit some early shots but the Wildcats extended their 
lead to 36-26 midway through the quarter. Mason Green hit a 
three to close the spread. Rush and Weiner added points and 
with a late quarter basket from Butts, the Dogs were within 
three, 36-39, going into the fourth.

The Bulldogs took over in the fourth with a basket from Loya 
to open the quarter. Rush added points to pull the Dogs ahead. 
Weiner followed with four consecutive free throws giving 
Golden Plains a five-point lead. Rush continued to add points 
with five successful free shots and a couple more baskets as he 
put in 11 points in the fourth quarter. The Wildcats fought back 
but were unable to regain the lead as the Bulldogs won their 
first game of the year 59-49.

Rush once again led the Bulldogs with 19 points along with 
Infante with 14 and Weiner with 10. Kole Butts added 9, Loya 
4, and Green 3. The Bulldogs return to regular season play in 
December 18 against Northern Valley as they host their first 
home game of the season.

Bulldogs Named 
to All-Tournament 

Team
By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains Lady 

Bulldogs had three girls 
named to the Sagebrush 
Shootout All-Tournament 
Team. Seniors Ashley Stoll 
and Brooke Stoll along with 
junior Kassie Miller were 
three of the five girls named 
to the team along with JC 
Allen from Weskan and 
Amelia Koehn from Wichita 
County.

“It was an honor to be 
named to the all-tournament 
team,” said Brooke Stoll 
who was also named to 
the team her sophomore 
year, “especially since this 
is my last year to play in 
the tournament. Although 
we three were selected, the 
recognition reflects how hard 
our teammates work together 
for the success of the team.”

“It’s always an honor to 
be selected for this type of 
recognition,” added Ashley 
Stoll. She too was selected her 
sophomore year. “It shows 
that hard work pays off. I’m 
glad all the other girls were 
also selected—its shows the 
strength of our team. “It’s 
an honor to be selected each 
time,” continued Kassie 
Miller, who was named to the 
team last season. “I’m excited 
for the rest of the season!”

All-Tournament Team Members—
Golden Plains had three Lady Bulldogs 
named to the Sagebrush Shootout 
All-Tournament team in Brewster on 
December 12. Brooke Stoll (l), Kassie 
Miller (c), and Ashley Stoll (r) were 
three of the five girls in the tournament 
recognized following the championship 
game for this honor. This is the second 
year for each of these girls receive this 
recognition. Other girls selected were JC 
Allen of Weskan and Amelia Koehn of 
Wichita County. (Photo by Judy Rogers)

Champions! The Golden Plains Lady Bulldogs won 
their fifth straight Sagebrush Shootout Tournament 
Championship on Saturday, December 12. They defeated 
Tri-plains/Brewster 67-6 on Tuesday, then downed 
Wallace County in the semi-finals 51-15. They finished the 
tournament with a 41-20 victory over Wichita County for 
the Championship on Saturday. Team members included: 
(front) Lauren Patmon, Morgan Wark, Brooke Stoll, Ashley 
Stoll, Kassie Miller, Breanna Rath; (back) Sidney Taylor, 
Emma Weiner, Amie Cheney, Carli Nieman, Rayna Taylor, 
Jordyn Fleckenstein, and McHaley Carter. They are coached 
by Parker Christensen, and Steve Shaw (far back). (Photo by 
Dez Wark)

By Judy Rogers
The Golden Plains 

Lady Bulldogs won their 
fifth straight Sagebrush 
Tournament Championship 
on Saturday, December 12, in 

Brewster. They have won the 
tournament each year since 
2016.

The girls came out on 
fire in the first game of the 
tournament against Tri-
plains/Brewster on Tuesday, 
December 8. They put up 
16 points in the first quarter 
while their strong defense 
held the Lady Titans to 4. 
They continued to work 
hard in the second adding 
26 points while the Titans 
added 2. Their defense held 
the Titans scoreless in the 
second half while offensively 
the Bulldogs posted up 20 in 
the third and 5 in the fourth 
for a 67-6 win.

“It was a good way to start 
the tournament,” said Sidney 
Taylor, sophomore. “Everyone 
on the team was able to play 
and contribute to the win.” 
Points in the game were 
earned by Brooke Stoll 17, 
Kassie Miller 16, Ashley Stoll 
10, Breanna Rath 6, Emma 
Weiner 5, Rayna Taylor 3, and 
2 apiece from Sidney Taylor, 
Jordyn Fleckenstein, Lauren 
Patmon, Amie Cheney, and 
Morgan Wark.

The semi-final game of the 
tournament on Friday was 
against the Wallace County 
Lady Wildcats. The Bulldogs 
again got off to a strong start 
putting in 17 points in the 
first quarter. They added 
another 16 in the second 
as the Wildcats got on the 
boards with 8 for a 33-8 half 
time lead.

The Bulldogs stayed strong 
in the second half adding 15 
in the third finishing with 4 
in the fourth for a 52-15 win 
over the Wildcats. “We played 
well,” said Rayna Taylor. “We 
did a good job putting in what 
we went over in practice.” 
Bulldog scoring included B. 
Stoll 13, A. Stoll 11, R. Taylor 
8, Miller 7, S. Taylor 5, Wark 3, 
Rath 3, and Fleckenstein 2.

The Bulldogs were ready 
for the championship game 
against Wichita County 
on Saturday evening. The 
girls again stayed strong on 
defense as they jumped to 
a 9-0 lead in the first. They 
added 7 in the second—all 

Lady Bulldogs Win Fifth Straight 
Sagebrush Championship

from free throws, holding the 
Lady Indians to 2 for a 16-2 
half time lead.

The Indians found the 
bucket in the second half as 
they added 8 in the third and 
10 in the fourth. However, the 
Bulldogs stayed strong with 
14 additional third quarter 
points and finished the game 
with 11 in the fourth for the 
41-20 Championship Win.

Kassie Miller led the team 
with 16 points along with B. 
Stoll 7, A. Stoll 6, Rath 5, Wark 
3, Fleckenstein 2, and Weiner 
2.

“The tournament was 
a good experience for 
everyone,” said Morgan 
Wark. “The team played well 
together, and we played well 
on defense. I’m excited to see 
what the rest of the season 
will bring.”

“This was a good way 
to begin the season, 
undefeated,” added Breanna 
Rath. 

The Lady Bulldogs return 
to regular season play with 
a 4-0 record. They will host 
Western Plains/Healy on 
December 18 as their final 
game going into the Winter 
Moratorium.

By Carolyn Nelson, Sponsor
On Friday, December 11, several members of the Wheatland 

High School football squad received special recognition for 
their successful season and dedication. Varsity Kansas released 
the names of the All State Football teams in each class.

Senior Trevor Zarybnicky received a double honor. Not only 
did he earn defensive player of the year, he was additionally 
named to the 8-Man Division II linebacker position.  Zarybnicky 
states, “It is really cool to win this award, and it is really cool 
that so many of my teammates are also on the list.”

In fact, four other team members received honorable mention.  
Juniors Trey Vincent, quarterback, Isaac Mendez, running 
back, Tyrell Chapin as defensive linebacker, and Ryan Heier 
as defensive back. Sophomore Jett Vincent earned honorable 
mention both as wide receiver and as defensive back.

 Coach Vincent commented, “Our young men getting 
recognized for their individual work and team accomplishments 
has been awesome this year!  I look forward to future success 
off of the foundation that is now in place!”

Thunderhawks Represented Well 
This Football Season

By Emma Thompson, Staff 
Reporter

On December 10, 2020, the 
Wheatland High School FFA 
members had a meeting to elect 
officers. Ms. Elizabeth Thoe 
is the FFA Advisor. Ms. Thoe 
also teaches all the agriculture 
courses at WHS. During the 
meeting, the FFA members 
discussed attire, events, and 
elected officers. Wheatland High 
School’s 2021 FFA officers are 
the following. Tyrell Chapin as 
President, Isabella Ostmeyer as 
Vice President, Laredo Allemang 
as Secretary, Madison Zerr as 
Treasurer, Patrick Johnson as the 
Sentinel, and Nathan Vollbracht 

as STUCO Representative.
Junior Isabella Ostmeyer said 

“I’m really excited to finally have 
some ag courses and an FFA 
chapter started in our school. 
It has been an interest in our 
school for many years by a great 
number of students.”

Many WHS students over the 
years have pushed for an FFA 
chapter. Ms. Elizabeth Thoe 
joined the WHS staff this school 
year and is qualified to create 
an FFA chapter. Many students 
have already shown interest in 
the FFA chapter. The current 
members are hoping to grow in 
numbers in the following few 
years.

FFA is Finally at WHS

Livia Schultz 
Receives Essay 

Honor
By Carolyn Nelson, Sponsor
Livia Schultz, WHS junior, 

received good news on December 
7.  Her Voice of Democracy 
essay which placed first in Gove 
County, earned second place at 
the district competition. 

Only first-place essays are 
forwarded to the next level, 
so Schultz will not have 
further opportunities with this 
particular writing. Hopefully, 
this experience has provided her 
with some ideas to be even more 
successful next year. 

Schultz has enjoyed additional 
writing success this year, 
winning the Nex-Tech Youth 
Tour Essay Contest in August.  As 
a result, she and a student from 
Hays will travel to Washington 
D.C. in June 2021.

 “It’s an honor to be able to 
receive the county award and the 
runner-up district award for my 
Voice of Democracy essay,” said 
Schultz. 

Mrs. Nelson, English teacher 
stated, “It is rewarding to see 
students win honors for their 
writing efforts. Livia’s writing 
speaks for itself, and I am 
pleased to see her recognized.”



Marisa Kay (William) 
Fleenor passed away on 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 
at her home surrounded by 
her loved ones.  She was born 
on April 29, 1957 in Hoxie, KS 
to Don and Helen (Mowry) 
William.  Marisa graduated 
from Hoxie High School in 
1975 and then attended Fort 
Hays State University.  While 
at Fort Hays, she received 
a degree in accounting, 
graduating Summa Cum 
Laude.  She later became a 
Certified Public Accountant 

(CPA).
Marisa loved people, had a great sense of humor, the 

adventure of travel, and she never met a stranger.  The two 
family dogs, Mac and Boston, found themselves riding 
long hours to keep her company.  They were known to stop 
at the fast-food drive-thru for cheeseburgers. 

She was preceded in death by her father, Don William.
A private Family Memorial Service was held Tuesday, 

December 22, 2020 at Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home, 
Hoxie. Inurnment was at the Hoxie City Cemetery. The 
family suggests in lieu of flowers memorials be given 
to Welcome House or Sheridan County Benefit Walk. 
Memorials may be sent in care of Mickey-Leopold Funeral 
Home, PO Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740. Words of comfort 
may be left at www.mickeyleopoldfuneral.com. This 
service will be live-streamed on the Cross and Flame 
Parish Facebook page. 
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Marisa Fleenor
April 29, 1957 ~ December 10, 2020

Matthew James Finnesy, 
90, passed away December 
20, 2020 at Sheridan County 
Long Term Care in Hoxie, KS. 
He was born to Joe and Fern 
Finnesy on September 24, 
1930. He grew up in Natoma, 
Kansas and graduated 
from Natoma High School 
in 1948. He then settled in 
Selden, Kansas. Matthew 
was married to Aldea Fay 
Finnesy.  He was a tool pusher 
for Murfin Drilling Company 
and a farmer. Matthew was 
a member of Sacred Heart 

Catholic Church in Selden and the Knights of Columbus. 
He was a resident of SCHC and really enjoyed the activities. 
Matthew was a loving husband, father, grandfather, and 
great grandfather.

Matthew was preceded in death by his wife, Aldea Fay 
Finnesy; daughter, Virginia Smith; parents, Joe and Fern 
Finnesy and brother, Dennis. He is survived by his children: 
Marjorie Byrd, Dan Finnesy and wife Cindy, Colleen Barry, 
Mike Finnesy and wife Suzie, John Finnesy and wife Susan 
and Steve Finnesy; a host of grandchildren and great 
grandchildren; sisters, Mary Ann and husband Ed and 
Wanda Meyer, and brother, Joe Finnesy.

Matt will be forever missed and loved.
Graveside services will be held at 11:00 am Monday, 

December 28, 2020 at the Selden Cemetery, Selden, KS. 
Visitation will be held from 9:30-11:00 am Monday before 
the graveside at Pauls Funeral Home, Selden. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 
Selden. Condolences may be left at www.paulsfh.com. 

Matthew Finnesy
September 24, 1930 ~ December 20, 2020

Michael Howard Haas, 76, 
of Hoxie, KS passed away 
Tuesday, December 15, 
2020, at the Sheridan County 
Health Complex LTC. He 
was born on June 7, 1944 in 
Liberal, KS to Pete and Syble 
Haas. He spent his early 
elementary years in Hays, 
and then, his family moved 
to Russell when he started 
fourth grade. He graduated 
from Russell High School 
with the class of 1962. Upon 
graduation, he attended 

two years at Wentworth Military School in Lexington, 
MO. Following that, he graduated from Fort Hays State 
University (FHSU). Following his graduation from FHSU, 
he attended Washburn University where he obtained 
his Law Degree. Through Washburn, he also was sworn 
into the United States Supreme Court. While in Topeka, 
he met and married Carol Berthot in Chanute, KS. Carol 
died of melanoma cancer in June 1993. To this union, three 
children were born, Shelley, Travis, and Tyler. On October 
15, 1994, Mike married his high school sweetheart, Margery 
Haselhorst Brown in Dodge City, KS. 

Upon graduation from Washburn University, he worked 
one year for Kent Frizzell, Kansas Attorney General. After 
that, he and his wife moved to Hoxie where he became 
affiliated with Joe Fromme’s Law Practice; eventually, in 
the 1980’s he purchased the practice from Joe. He was very 
proud of the fact that he ran for Sheridan County Attorney 
in 1972 and won. He continued to win every election until 
he retired at the end of 2013 because of declining health. He 
wasn’t the oldest County Attorney in Kansas; but he was the 
longest serving, continuously elected County Attorney in 
the state at the time of his retirement.

Mike was an avid sports fan and inherited the love for 
Notre Dame football from his father. He also loved track 
and basketball. He walked to work daily when weather 
permitted. He enjoyed weights and jogging, which he did 
on a daily basis. Eventually, he took up the game of golf and 
spent time playing when he could sneak out of the office or 
on weekends. He was a member of the St. Frances Cabrini 
Catholic Church, Knights of Columbus, Hoxie Rotary Club, 
and Hoxie Elks Lodge #2415. Mike was recipient of the 
Rotary Good Fellow Award. In the late 1960’s and early 
1970’s, Mike spent six years in the Army National Guard.

Mike is survived by his wife, Margery; his children, Shelley 
Brown (Travis) Goodland; Travis Haas (Erica) Lawrence; 
and Tyler Haas (Jolene) Hays; two stepsons, Steve Brown 
(Marlene) Guymon, OK, and Michael Brown of Spearville, 
KS; grandchildren, Britney Whisnant (Josh) US Army; Jacob 
and Derek Brown of Goodland; Kyra, Noah and Ian Haas 
of Lawrence; Declan, Beckett, and Mila Haas of Hays; step-
grandchildren, Kaleb, Sean, and Kendall Brown of Guymon, 
OK, and Jay Brown of Spearville.

He was preceded in death by his parents Syble in 1998 and 
Pete in 2002. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Friday, December 18, 
2020 at the St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church. Interment in 
the St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Cemetery will immediately 
follow the service. Visitation was Thursday, December 
17, 2020, with family receiving friends, all at the Mickey-
Leopold Funeral Home. Memorials are suggested to Open 
Spaces Sports and may be sent in care of Mickey-Leopold 
Funeral Home, PO Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740. Words of 
comfort may be left at www.mickeyleopoldfuneral.com.

Michael Haas
June 7, 1944 ~ December 15, 2020

Allan J. Weber was born 
July 22, 1957 to Aloysius 
Phillip and Annunciata 
Marie (Wildeman) Weber 
and was raised on the family 
farm 2 miles north of Park, 
KS. Allan attended grade 
school in Park and high 
school at Wheatland High 
School graduating in 1976, 
even though many never 
thought he would. After 
high school, Allan worked 
several local jobs including 

owning and managing the grocery store in Park. 
August 19, 1978, Allan married his high school 

sweetheart Connie Jean (Gillespie) Weber, to this union 3 
children were born, Andrea, Brandon and Cory. In May 
of 1984 Allan moved his family to Dalhart, TX where he 
worked for a fertilizer and fuel company. Later he worked 
for and was then promoted to manager at Dalhart Coca 
Cola. Allan joined Dalhart E.M.S. as an E.M.T., and later 
went on to become a paramedic. In 1994 he moved his 
family to Hays, where he worked in sales and in 1995, 
they moved to Quinter. In 1996 Allan ran and was elected 
as Gove County Sheriff. Throughout his career he served 
on the KSA (Kansas Sheriff’s Association) Board, in 2018 
he was elected president and served for two consecutive 
years. Allan was also on the KSA scholarship board where 
he found great pleasure in meeting and interviewing 
students seeking scholarships to further their education. 
In the fall of 2006, after the fatal shooting of neighboring 
sheriff and friend James “Jimmy” Johnson, Allan served 
as Sheridan County Sheriff until a new sheriff could 
be appointed by the Governor.  He was proud that he 
was considered to provide service and protection to the 
Sheridan County residents. In the history of Kansas, 
a person has never been allowed to serve as Sheriff in 
two counties at the same time. Allan had a real desire to 
provide service and protection to the communities that 
he was part of. Allan and Connie also had a small farm, 
they enjoyed farming and working the calves together. 
He always said that farming was a struggle, but the tax 
deductions were great. Allan was the Sheriff of Gove 
County for 24 years when he died in the line of duty on 
December 18, 2020, at Denver Health Medical Center.  

Allan loved spending time with his family, especially 
his grandchildren.  He also enjoyed watching his favorite 
football team, the Kansas City Chiefs (GO CHIEFS!), 
except when he boycotted NFL football during the 
National Anthem controversy. 

Allan is survived by wife Connie of the home; daughter 
Andrea Dinkel and husband, Todd, of Hays; sons Brandon 
Weber and wife, Abby, of Quinter, Cory Weber and wife, 
Bre, of Hays, and son by proxy Bruce McGee of Denver, 
CO; eight grandchildren: Brooklynn and Preston Dinkel 
of Hays, Rylan, Paxton, and Rowan Weber of Hays, and 
Areya, Amery, and Brogan Weber of Quinter; siblings: 
Qwen Offut and husband, Kevin (Moe), of Healy; Dan 
Weber and wife, Vickie, of Park; Marita (Marty) Cressler 
and husband, Herb, of Hoxie; Stacey Wagoner and 
husband, Jerry, of Haxton, CO; Fr. Kevin Weber of Salina; 
Alanna Weber and wife, Laura, of Topeka; and many 
nieces, nephews, great-nieces, and great-nephews.

Visitation was Wednesday, December 23, 2020, at 
Schmitt Funeral Home, Quinter, KS.

Funeral services were Thursday, December 24, 2020, 
at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church.  Burial followed in the 
Grainfield Township Cemetery in Grainfield, KS.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions are suggested 
to DSNWK, Sheridan County Benefit Walk, Gove County 
EMS.

Donations may be sent to Schmitt Funeral Home 901 S. 
Main St. Quinter, KS 67752.Condolences may be left for 
the family by signing the guestbook on this page. Entries 
are screened daily and will not appear instantly. Services 
will be live streamed on the Mount Pleasant Baptist 
Church Facebook page at: http://bit.ly/3h6FkDH.

Allan Weber
July 22, 1957 ~ December 18, 2020

Merry Christmas 
& Happy New Year!

Wishes You a
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12/9/20

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 10, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
JEROME HEIM, Deceased

Case No. 2019-PR-14

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR FINAL 

SETTLEMENT
The State of Kansas to All 

Persons Concerned:
You are hereby notified that 

a Petition has been filed on 
December 4, 2020 in said Court 
by the undersigned, executor 
of the Will of the decedent, 
praying for final settlement 
of the estate, approval of 
the acts, proceedings and 
accounts of the executor, 
allowance of fees, expenses 
and costs of administration, 
determination of the heirs, 
devisees and legatees entitled 
to the estate and assignment 
to them in accordance with 
the Will of the decedent.  You 
are hereby required to file 
your written defenses thereto 
on or before January 4, 2021 
at 9:00 a.m., on said day, in 
said Court, in the City of 
Hoxie, Kansas, at which time 
and place said cause will be 
heard.  Should you fail therein 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon 
said Petition.

Pauline Heim
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 10, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
LARRY SNIFFIN, Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-27

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that 

a Petition has been filed in 
this court by the undersigned, 
as an heir of the decedent, 
praying for the determination 
of the descent of the following 
described real estate:

An undivided 1/15th 
interest in all of Section Two 
(2), Township Seven (7) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27), 
West of the 6th P.M. Sheridan 
County, Kansas

An undivided 1/15th 
interest in all of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW¼) of Section 
Thirty-five (35), Township 
Six (6) South, Range Twenty-
seven (27), West of the 6th P.M. 
Sheridan County, Kansas

The Petition also requests 
a determination of descent of 
all other property, real and 
personal, or interests therein, 
owned by the decedent at the 
time of death.

You are hereby required 
to file your written defenses 
thereto on or before January 4, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. of said day in 
said court, in the city of Hoxie, 
at which time and place said 
cause will be heard.  Should 
you fail therein judgment and 
decree will be entered in due 
course upon said Petition.

Karen Rossetter
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
MARTIN EHRESMAN, 

Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-28

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS 

TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a Petition has been filed in 
this court by the undersigned 
praying that the foreign Will 
of said decedent be admitted 
to probate and record in this 
court; that no administration 
of this estate is necessary; that 
the Will be construed; and 
that the following Kansas real 
estate owned by the decedent 
be assigned in accordance 
with the terms of the Will, to-
wit:

An undivided 1/12th 
interest in all of Section Two 
(2), Township Seven (7) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27) 
West of the 6th P.M., Sheridan 
County, Kansas

An undivided 1/12th interest 
in the Southwest Quarter 
(SW¼) of Section Thirty-five 
(35), Township Six (6) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27) 
West of the 6th P.M., Sheridan 
County, Kansas

You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before January 8, 2021 at 9:00 
a.m. of said day, in said court, 
in the city of Hoxie at which 
time and place said cause 
will be heard. Should you fail 
therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.

Matthew Ehresman
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HARM LIPTON BRIERY, 

Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-30

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified 
that on December 14, 2020 a 
Petition was filed in this court 
by the undersigned.

The Petition states that 
the undersigned is an heir, 
devisee and legatee, Harry 
Joe Pratt named in the Last 
Will and Testament of the 
decedent dated November 17, 
2005 and the Petition requests 
that the Will be admitted 
to probate and record; that 
Harry Joe Pratt be appointed 
as Executor and be granted 
Letters Testamentary without 
bond.

You are further advised that 
the Petitioner in this matter 
has requested administration 
pursuant to the Kansas 
Simplified Estates Act, and 
if such request is granted 
the court may not supervise 
administration of the estate 
and no further notice of 
any action of the Executor 
or other proceedings in the 
administration will be given 
except for notice of final 
settlement of the decedent’s 
estate.  Should written 
objections to simplified 
administration be filed with 
the court, the court may order 
supervised administration to 
ensue.

You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before January 8, 2021 at 9:00 
a.m. of said date, in this court 
in the city of Hoxie at which 
time and place the cause will 
be heard.  Should you fail, 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon 
the Petition.

All creditors are notified 
to exhibit their demands 
against the estate within four 
(4) months from the date 
of first publication of this 
notice, as provided by law, 
and if their demands are not 
thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.

Harry Joe Pratt
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS PROBATE 
DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

CLARENCE WILLIAM 
VICKERS, Deceased

2020-PR-25

NOTICE OF HEARING 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a petition dated November 
30, 2020, has been filed in this 
court by Billi Beckman, Kelly 
Vickers, and Becky Vickers, 
deceased, praying for probate 
of the will, and for the 
appointment of those three 
individuals as co-executors of 
the estate.

You are further advised that 
the petitioner in this matter 
has requested administration 
pursuant to the Kansas 
Simplified Estates Act, and 
if such request is granted 
the court may not supervise 
administration of the estate and 
no further notice of any action 
of the Personal Representative 
or other proceedings in the 
estate will be given except 
for notice of final settlement 
of the decedent’s estate. 
Should written objections to 
simplified administration 
be filed with the court, the 
court may order supervised 
administration to ensue.

All creditors are notified to 
exhibit their demands against 
the estate within four (4) 
months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice 
as provided by law, and if their 
demands are not thus exhibited, 
they shall be forever barred.

Kelly Vickers, Petitioner
Billi Beckman, Petitioner
Becky Vickers, Petitioner

/s/ Steven W. Hirsch Steven 
W. Hirsch #12789

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
124 So Penn, PO Box 296
Oberlin, Kansas 67749
821 Main
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 475-2296
Attorney for Estate

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS
PROBATE DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

MICHAEL H. HAAS, 
Deceased.

NOTICE OF HEARING 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a petition dated December 17, 
2020, has been filed in this 
court by Margery M. Haas, 
as a surviving spouse of 
Michael H. Haas, deceased, 
praying for administration 
of said estate and for the 
appointment of Margery M. 
Haas as executor of the estate.

You are further advised that 
the petitioner in this matter 
has requested administration 
pursuant to the Kansas 
Simplified Estates Act, and 
if such request is granted 
the court may not supervise 
administration of the estate 
and no further notice of any 
action of the administrator 
or other proceedings in the 
estate will be given except 
for notice of final settlement 
of the decedent’s estate. 
Should written objections 
to simplified administration 
be filed with the court, the 
court may order supervised 
administration to ensue.

You are hereby required to 
file your written defenses to 
the appointment of Margery 
M. Haas as executor of the 
estate on or before January 
15, 2021 at 4:30 P.M. in this 
court in the City of Hoxie in 
Sheridan County, Kansas, 
at which time and place the 
cause will be heard. Should 
you fail therein, judgment 
and decree will be entered in 
due course upon the petition.

All creditors are notified 
to exhibit their demands 
against the estate within 
four months from the date 
of the first publication of this 
notice as provided by law, 
and if their demands are not 
thus exhibited they shall be 
forever barred.

 /s/ Margery M. Haas
Margery M. Haas, Petitioner

/s/ Steven W. Hirsch
Steven W. Hirsch #12789
HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
124 So Penn, PO Box 296
PH: 785-475-2296
Oberlin, Kansas 67749
Attorney for Petitioner

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel January 7, 2021)

Now on this 9th day of 
December 2020, the Board 
of Commissioners, Sheridan 
County, Kansas met in regular 
session with Chairman Wes 
Bainter presiding. Others 
present were Joe Bainter, Mary 
Ellen Welshhon, Joe Pratt 
County Attorney and County 
Clerk Heather Bracht. Guests 
were Doyle Kauk, Carolyn 
Meyer, Buck Mader, and 
Rachel Farber. 

Wes Bainter called the 
meeting to order.

Karol Roadhouse, Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield Consultant, 
was contacted via the phone. 
Roadhouse stated the increase 
for health was 6.5% which 
was a good renewal for the 
County. Based on current 
employee census, annual 
health insurance premiums 
would be $570,444. This 
amount does include dental, 
which employees pay for 
individually. Wes Bainter 
made a motion to accept the 
2021 Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
renewal for Sheridan County 
seconded by Welshhon. 
Carried 3-0

Joe Herskowitz came to the 

table. Herskowitz stated that 
three of the major violations 
at the landfill have been taken 
care of. The others are being 
worked on. Herskowitz will 
be submitting a corrective 
action to the state soon. The 
state will send someone to 
do “on-site” assistance for 
new employees. Herskowitz 
had been contacted by Fred 
Washburn, City of Hoxie 
Superintendent, about a 
citizen wanting millings on 
10S. By consensus, this is fine 
and Herskowitz will work it 
out with Washburn.

The cost share proposal for 
work to be done on Bridges 
#56 and #58 was approved 
by the state and Herskowitz 
should receive a letter by the 
end of the week.

The Board discussed 
prairie dogs. It is suggested 
that landowners are only 
charged for bait and not 
labor and equipment. Several 
complaints have been heard 
about this. Joe Bainter made a 
motion to change the current 
policy and the 2021 policy 
for treating prairie dogs to 
charge only $5.00/pound 
for Rozol, as long as the 
landowner is cooperative in 
allowing the noxious weed 
employee to treat the prairie 
dogs. Welshhon seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0

A Limited Warranty 
Agreement was presented 
from Vic’s LLC pertaining to 
the John Deere #250 grader. 
Joe Bainter made a motion 
to rescind the motion of 
December 2, 2020 approving 
an Agreement between 
Sheridan County and Vic’s 
LLC where Winter guarantees 
the John Deere #250 grader for 
4000 hours and to approve the 
Limited Warranty Agreement 
presented today by Winter. 
Welshhon seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0

Herskowitz received new 
quotes from Foley and John 
Deere increasing the trade-in 

value.
Bracht presented the 

agreement from the State of 
Kansas to treat noxious weeds 
along the state and federal 
highways. Wes Bainter made 
a motion to not treat these 
areas, seconded by Joe Bainter. 
Carried 3-0

Herskowitz heard back from 
the State that the start date for 
the south Highway 23 project 
is 2024.

Pratt will do some checking 
with Penco Engineering on 
the landowner who has not 
yet responded for the work on 
Bridge #57.

Joe Bainter asked if the 
BoMag was still running well 
at the landfill. Herskowitz 
stated that the 2-wheel drives 
are leaking slightly but 
nothing pressing.

At 9:41, Wes Bainter made 
a motion to enter in to 
executive session for a period 
of 5 for the discussion of non-
elected personnel. Joe Bainter 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0. Present were the board, 
Herskowitz, Pratt and Bracht. 
The door opened at 9:46 with 
no decision being made.

Melissa Wachendorfer, 
Public Health Nurse/
Administrator, came to the 
table to discuss the renewal 
of Dr. Doug Gruenbacher’s 
Medical Director Agreement 
for 2021. Wachendorfer 
stated that without a Medical 
Director, Public Health is 
closed. Dr. Doug currently 
is paid $1,000 annually for 
the position. Wachendorfer 
proposes $6,000 annually. 
Wachendorfer stated that 
every service at Public Health 
is under Dr. Doug’s license. 
Wes Bainter made a motion to 
approve Dr. Doug receiving 
$6,000 annually as Medical 

Director. Welshhon seconded 
the motion. Carried 3-0

Bracht stated that another 
application had been received 
for the Appraisal Clerk 
position. This application will 
be held until the new appraiser 
comes in. By consensus, Wes 
Bainter agreed to be on the 
Airport Board representing 
the County.

Joe Bainter stated he had 
attended a NWLEPG meeting. 
The position of Director has 
still not been filled. NWLEPG 
is not funded by the State 
but by the counties nvolved. 
Wes Bainter stated that the 
current director, Tim Hansen, 
has done a good job and that 
the NWLEPG is an important 
service in Sheridan County.

Mike O’Dell and Jess 
Randall entered the meeting 
from Sheridan County 
Hospital. O’Dell and Randall 
were here to discuss an IT 
proposal for Sheridan County 
through the hospital. The 
hospital presented their plan 
which outlined a few of the 
responsibilities they would 
have. They do not know 
anything about the current 
AS400 that the County uses 
and are looking at moving 
toward web-based solutions. 
Bracht stated the elected 
officials should have some say 
as far as moving programs, 
etc. Carolyn Meyer stated she 
has asked the Appraiser about 

being able to see neighbors’ 
taxes on-line to see if everyone 
looks in line, and currently 
that is not available. Bracht 
will check with other counties 
to see if others are still using 
the AS400 and approximate 
cost to convert and will see 
if CK Technologies is able 
to come in and talk with the 
Board.

Deb Kaufman, EMS 
Director, entered the meeting. 
Kaufman stated that the 
baby manikins used in CPR 
training need updated. 
Kaufman had a bid for $823.96 
for four new baby manikins. 
Kaufman stated eight would 
be ideal. Welshhon made a 
motion to purchase eight 
new baby manikins at a 
cost of $1,647.92. Joe Bainter 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0. Kaufman stated she had 
some grant money that would 
pay for most of this.

There are multiple 
fluorescent lightbulbs out 
inside and outside the EMS 
building. Kaufman will get 
bids for total replacement, 
inside and out, converting 
to LED. Sealed bids are to be 
returned to Bracht.

Wes Bainter asked Kaufman 
if there was any plan for her 
succession. She is asked to 
come up with something.

Brad Weese, The Hoxie 
Times, entered the meeting. 
Weese thanked the Board 
for meeting with him. Weese 
discussed why he would like 
the opportunity for The Hoxie 
Times to become the official 
county newspaper.

Rachel Farber presented 
information on The Sheridan 
Sentinel and why they should 
remain the official county 
newspaper.

Dana Hess, Sheriff’s Office 
Communications Director, 
entered the meeting. Hess 
distributed quote information 
for new voice recorder 
equipment. Hess stated that 
911 funds can be used to pay 
for this. Welshhon made a 
motion to approve purchasing 
the equipment from Voice 
Products in the amount of 
$10,282, fully installed with a 
one-year warranty. Joe Bainter 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0

Hess stated there had been 
a water leak in the Evidence 
Room and water had got into 
some of the equipment. Sheriff 
Carver would like permission 
to move the water heater to 
the furnace room and then 
wall off the garage door on the 
back of the Sheriff’s Office and 
use it as the Evidence Room. 
The current Evidence Room 
would hold file cabinets, etc. 
Hess was advised to have 
sealed bids submitted to 
Bracht.

At 11:34, Joe Bainter made a 
motion to enter in to executive 
session for a period of 10 
minutes for the discussion 
of non-elected personnel. 
Welshhon seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0. Present 
were the Board, Bracht and 
Pratt. The door opened at 11:46. 
Wes Bainter made a motion to 
extend the executive session 
for a period of 5 minutes. Joe 
Bainter seconded the motion. 
Carried 3-0. The door opened 
at 11:52 with no decision being 
made.

Pratt heard from First 
State Bank and they would 
offer 2.95% interest for lease 
purchases. Pratt stated that 
Karl Pratt had submitted the 
Neighborhood Revitalization 
Program documentation to 
the Attorney General a few 
weeks ago. Karl Pratt will be 
asked to check on the status.

Joe Bainter stated he had 
heard positive remarks about 
hiring part-time people to 
mow at a rate of $25/hr. 
Carolyn Meyer stated she 
has heard positive comments 
about the mowing that has 
been done this year.

The following warrant were 
audited and approved:

General $55,932.77
Road & Bridge $19,674.71
Public Health $4,515.95
Public Transp. $620.60
Landfill $1,357.44
MV $1,226.78
No further business, Joe 

Bainter made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by 
Welshhon. Carried 3-0. The 
next regular meeting will 
be Wednesday, December 
16, 2020 at 9:00 at the regular 
place.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, Wes Bainter, 
Chairman
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HELP WANTED

WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

Deadline Noon Tuesday.

DISPLAY AD RATES
$5.90 per column inch

Deadline Noon Tuesday.

Fun Page Solutions

SERVICES

FOR SALE

professional   services Directory

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Mill & Lathe
Work

Call
Briggs

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Blackwood Family Dentistry
Eric Blackwood D.D.S.

Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

Vitus’
Service Center

* Center Pivot Service & Parts
* Electrical Work & Supplies

* Welding Equipment,
Supplies, Gases

& Steel Sales
* Welders & Air Compressors

Sales & Service

785-675-8780

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Hoxie Implement Co., Inc.

785-675-3201

professional services
Ad Rate

$4 per week (billed monthly)
Ask about

multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

Oakley Cleaners
Drop off M-F at

Flower Barn
Friday Delivery

785-671-3831
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Sentinel Services
Custom Printing ~ Graphic Design ~ Digital Printing

Business Cards
Business Forms
Flyers
Envelopes
Padded Ticket Books
Carbonless

Banners
Posters
Signs
Wall Murals
Passport Photo
Concealed Carry Photo

716 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3321

and more

FOR SALE: Corn-Fed Beef 
¼ – ½ - whole. Have January 
20 Butcher Date. 785-675-8338 
Steve Heim.

---13/TFN---
FOR SALE: Corn-Fed 

Beef Quarters & Halves, 
Hamburger, Steaks. 
Processed at American 
Butcher’s. Will deliver. Call 
Jonny Jones 785-675-8920.

---21/TFN---

REQUEST FOR BID
Sheridan County 
Sheriff’s Office

is accepting sealed bids 
for relocating a water 

heater and closing in a 
garage door.

Any questions
or to view the job,

Call 785-675-3481

Send Sealed Bids to: 
Sheridan County Clerk

PO BOX 899
Hoxie, KS 67740

by January 4, 2021

HELP WANTED: Unique 
Employment Opportunity 
Learn to cook healthy while 
getting paid! Work 3-4 hours 
per day Monday through 
Thursday from 3 or 4pm 
to 6 or 7pm. Job includes 
light household duties and 
preparing a pre-planned 
meal and clean-up. Would 
be a great after school job or 
second job! Interested parties 
please call Kirsten at 785-410-
3599 for more details.

---11/13---
HELP WANTED: Seasonal 

Full-Time Ranch Help 
Wanted Immediately - 
Lundgren Angus Ranch is 
looking for an individual 
to help with calving, cattle 
care, and production sale 
preparation work. Experience 
handling and working with 
cattle preferred but can teach 

a hard-working, strong body 
who is willing and able to 
learn. Preferred availability 
now until May 1.  Second 
availability preference now 
until March 1. Definite need 
now until February 1. Would 
be a great job for a college 
student on extended winter 
break or who is doing school 
virtually! Compensation 
based on experience with 
opportunity to increase 
from starting wage based 
on performance. Interested 
parties contact Blake at 785-
410-3750 or Kirsten at 785-
410-3599.

---11/13---
HELP WANTED: DSNWK 

is hiring Full-Time, Part-
Time, and Substitute 
positions. We have position 
openings for a Licensed 
Practical Nurse, an Early 
Childhood Special Educator, 
and Norton substitutes! 
Submit applications and see 
benefits at www.dsnwk.org. 
Call 785-625-5678 for details.

---49/TFN
HELP WANTED: Hoxie 

Feedyard & PSI are always 
interested in visiting with 
good people about a good 
job. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Please call 
Scott Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan Sentinel & Sentinel 
Graphics & Design is looking 
for Staff Reporters and 
Media Consultants (social 

media, advertising, graphic 
design, custom graphics 
printing, etc.). Set your own 
hours – work around your 
family schedule! Call 785-
675-3321, email advertising@
sheridansentinel.com, or 
drop by The Sentinel office: 
716 Main Street, Hoxie.

---41/TFN---

SERVICES: Stop by Hoxie 
Implement for your factory 
direct prices on heavy-
duty commercial batteries; 
Baldwin filters for cars, 
trucks, tractors, combines, etc.

---40/TFN---

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

Notice To Creditors Pursu-
ant To K.S.A. 58a-818

To all persons concerned:

 You are notified that 
Alfred J. Rietcheck died on 
November 13, 2020. The de-
cedent was the Grantor of 
the Alfred J. and Barbara G. 
Rietcheck Trust dated April 
29, 1996. David E. Rietcheck, 
Gregory G. Rietcheck, and 
Andrew A. Rietcheck serve 
as Co-Trustees. The Co-Trust-
ees have the power to pay the 
outstanding debts of the dece-
dent from the trust property 
upon receipt of proper proof 
of the debts.  In accordance 
with K.S.A. 58a-818, creditors 
of the decedent must present 
claims for such debts to the 
Co-Trustees in writing within 
the later of four (4) months 
from the date of the first pub-
lication of notice, or thirty 
(30) days after receipt of ac-
tual notice if the identity of 
the creditor is known or rea-
sonably ascertainable by the 
Co-Trustees. If a creditor fails 
to present such claims to the 
Co-Trustees within such pre-
scribed time period, the cred-
itor will be forever barred as 
against the Co-Trustees and 
the trust property.

Adam C. Dees
Clinkscales Elder Law 

Practice, P.A.
Attorney for David E. 

Rietcheck, Gregory G. 
Rietcheck, and Andrew A. 
Rietcheck, Co-Trustees of 
the Alfred J. and Barbara G. 
Rietcheck Trust dated April 
29, 1996

David E. Rietcheck, 
Gregory G. Rietcheck, and 
Andrew A. Rietcheck 

c/o Clinkscales Elder Law 
Practice, P.A.

P.O. Box 722
Hays, Kansas 67601
785.625.8040

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel January 4, 2021)

(Published in The Sheridan Sentinel December 24, 2020)

All the tables had been pushed 
against the walls. During the 
warm-ups, I told my team 
to not worry about having 
baskets. “Just do your best, 
play hard and have fun,” I said. 
They all just nodded.

Their parents were puzzled 
and were screaming at me, 
saying, “Coach, you can’t play a 
state championship basketball 
game in a restaurant. This is 
ridiculous. And how can you 
play without baskets?”

I was very calm and simply 
responded, “I didn’t set up the 
venue. It is what it is, folks. 
Don’t worry about it. It will all 
work out.”

And then I woke up.
I once had a guy tell me to 

keep a pad and pen on my bed 
stand so that if I awoke from a 
specific dream, I could write 
it down immediately and the 
ponder its meaning.

Joseph had 4 clear dreams 
with 4 angelic visitations.

Do you think God has ever 
used dreams in your life, or 
in the life of those you love, in 
meaningful ways?

What was that like for you? 
I’d love to hear about a dream 
you had in which you felt God 
spoke to you.

Continued from page 3

Don Follis

“Somehow, that water 
weighed way more than 
it probably should have,” 
Porsch said with a chuckle. “I 
was like ‘Jake, put your shoes 
on, we have to go’.”

Beaver wrestling is no 
stranger to seeing its own 
thrive. In fact, the two are 
well-acquainted. The likes of 
Porsch, Beeson, Henschel and 
Spangler have brought home 
gold across all levels, and it’s 
much to do with the culture 
created by Pratt head coach 
Ken Kepley. 

The Beavers have produced 
three national champions 
since 2012, a list that includes 
Beeson and Spangler, as well 
as Landon Kieswetter, the 
2012-13 NJCAA 184-pound 
national champion. Pratt’s 
wrestling program has also 
monopolized the NJCAA 
Academic Team of the Year 
award, a distinction given to 
the program in their respec-
tive sport with highest cumu-
lative GPA. The Beavers have 
received the honor every year 
for the past eight years. 

The kids attach the atmo-
sphere surrounding Pratt 
wrestling to Kepley, and 
rightfully so. 

“It’s a family atmosphere,” 
said Porsch. “These are guys I 
can call on for any reason. It’s 
something you don’t get at a 
lot of other places.”

“It’s just very personable,” 
said Beeson. “Coach Kepley is 
a very empathetic person. He 
can picture how you’re feel-
ing and put himself in your 
shoes. Our program preaches 
accountability, to the level 
most people would think it’s 
overkill. But in order to be 
successful at high levels and 
to be able to attain that you 
have to be able to do things 
most people aren’t willing to 
do. The smallest, least-talent-
ed guy in the room can go up 
to the most talented guy in 
the room and get on him if he 
has to.”

“We all bond together,” 

said Henschel. “We’re always 
in communication and mak-
ing sure we’re hanging out 
with each other. And in the 
practice room, we’re on each 
other nonstop. We’re always 
making sure everyone is do-
ing what they’re supposed to 
be doing.”

“Accountability is the best 
way to put it,” said Spangler. 
“A lot of coaches preach that 
winning is the standard and 
all they want to do is win. By 
preaching accountability and 
teaching kids just out of high 
school how to be account-
able, winning will follow. We 
worked really hard last year, 
and everyone held everyone 
accountable, and here we 
are.”

Reprinted with permission 
from Pratt Community College

Nov 19, 2020
Photo by Jazmyne Shannon
https://bit.ly/38q5X2s  

Continued from page 6

Wrestlers



ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Eland Title 
Company

736 Main
PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

elandlaw@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income tax preparation
Tax projections

Farm & Business planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

Auto     Home     Life     Annuities     Business     Farm & Ranch

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Kendra Barnes, AFIS, LUTCF 
729 Main Box 688 | Hoxie

(785) 675-3661
kendra.salyers-barnes@fbfs.com 

AgentKendra.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M191 (1-18)

TONY JadeZACH

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

HOXIE KS
785•675•3331
www.meyerelectric.com
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ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Eland Title 
Company

736 Main
PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

elandlaw@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income tax preparation
Tax projections

Farm & Business planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

Auto     Home     Life     Annuities     Business     Farm & Ranch

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Kendra Barnes, AFIS, LUTCF
729 Main Box 688 | Hoxie

(785) 675-3661
kendra.salyers-barnes@fbfs.com 

AgentKendra.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M191 (1-18)

Advertise on This Page
in

COLOR
Be SEEN ~

If you don’t advertise, you’re !
785-675-3321

716 Main Street, Hoxie

NEED TO ADVERTISE?
Send ad info to:

advertising@sheridansentinel.com

Or stop by the office at:

716 Main Street, Hoxie

The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321
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Repairs &
Custom Parts for:
Industry
Motorcycles
Vintage Cars
Farm equipment
Antique Tractors

5981 N Road 20 W, Hoxie
Mill

Lathe
Keyways
Welding

Briggs

oxie
achine

785-657-0069
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Advertise on This Page
in

COLOR
Be SEEN ~

If you don’t advertise, you’re invisible!

716 Main Street, Hoxie   *  785-675-3321
SUBSCRIBE

The
Sheridan
Sentinel

$52/yr-print

$20/yr-digital
www.sheridansentinel.com

785-675-3321


