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***could use some rain!

Glory to God in 
the highest, and 
on Earth, peace 
and goodwill to-

ward men.
~Luke 2:14

The beauty of

Christmas
is not in the

presents
but in

HIS
presence.
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By Denise Spillman
Hoxie Lady Indians headed to WaKeeney last week for the Purple and Gold Tournament. This 

was the first year they have participated in this event.  The tournament was played in an almost 
empty gym, as no spectators were allowed.  Masks were required for everyone except for the 
players on the court.

Monday, December 7, the Lady Indians battled against the Ness City Eagles winning the 
contest Hoxie 38 - Ness City 23.  Leading the Lady Indians in scoring was Paiton Rogers and 
Lauren Spillman with 9 points each, following was Baylee McKenna with 7, Hayley Jacobs with 
6, Josey Kennedy with 4, and Morgan Keith with 3.

On Thursday, December 10, the Lady Indians headed back to WaKeeney to play against the 
Oakley Lady Plainsmen in a semi-final matchup. The Lady Indians once again came out on top 
with the score being Hoxie 41- Oakley 33.  This put the #1 ranked Indians in the championship 
match.  Leading the Indians in buckets was Baylee McKenna with 11 points, followed close by 
Hayley Jacobs with 10, Lauren Spillman and Kinley Rogers each had 6, Paiton Rogers with 5, 
Josey Kennedy with 2, and Morgan Keith with 1.

Saturday, December 12, the Lady Indians played for first place against the Trego Lady Eagles.  
The Lady Eagles proved to be too much for the Lady Indians, with the final score of Hoxie 31 - 
Trego 53.  This put the Hoxie Lady Indians in second place for the Purple and Gold Tournament.  
Top scorer for Hoxie was Paiton Rogers with 13 buckets, followed by Lauren Spillman with 10, 
Baylee McKenna with 4, Hayley Jacobs with 2, and Josey Kennedy and Kinley Rogers with 1 
each.

Hoxie Takes 2nd at Purple and Gold

Second place for the Hoxie Lady Indians (back) Tori Bainter, Josey Kennedy, Ella Zerr, 
Willow Washington, Kinley Rogers, Hayley Jacobs, Molly Foote, Hailee Scheetz; (front) 
Baylee McKenna, Paiton Rogers, Lauren Spillman, and Morgan Keith. (Photos by Denise 
Spillman)

Hoxie Scholars Bowl 
students placed second at 
the Hill City Tournament 
on December 7. Pictured are 
Maddy Snyder, Troy Swint, 
Avery Reuber, Levi Gleason, 
Hannah Eller and Sadie 
Reynolds. (HHS photo)

By Jackie Campbell
The Hoxie High School 

scholars’ bowl team traveled to 
Hill City for a Scholars’ Bowl 
Tournament on December 7, 
2020. The team consists of one 
senior Hannah Eller, three 
juniors Troy Swint, Avery 
Reuber, and Sadie Reynolds, one sophomore Maddy Snyder, and one freshmen Levi Gleason.

The competition was a round-robin tournament made up of eight teams: Osborne, Plainville, 
Thunder Ridge, Trego, Stockton, Ellis, Hill City, and Hoxie. Hoxie ended the rounds of competition 
with five wins and two losses to Trego and Stockton. Thunder Ridge placed third, Hoxie placed 
second, and Trego placed first. The high scorers were Troy Swint with 160 points and Hannah 
Eller with 50 points. 

Hoxie High School will compete again at Quinter on January 25, 2021.

Team Places 2nd at Scholars’ Bowl Tournament

Rich Barnett from High Plains Radio station out of 
McCook, NE is caught filming a promotional video for 
the companies $1000 Christmas Tour. Paul’s Furniture 
Store in Selden is one of the many participating 
businesses where you can be entered to win $1000 by 
taking a selfie in the store and posting it on Facebook. 
(Sentinel Staff photo)

Brittany Lewis, Sentinel Staff 
Reporter

Two T-Rexes stumbled into a 
furniture store…That sounds like the 
start of a good joke, but it was the 
truth last week at Pauls Furniture in 
Selden. Two T-Rexes did stumble in, to 
take a selfie for a chance to win $1000 
in Santa Bucks. The selfie contest is 
being put on by High Plains Radio out 
of McCook, NE who broadcasts locally 
on 101.1 KFNF. 

What could you do with $1000? 
Better yet, what would the two 
T-Rexes do with $1000. Locally owned 
by Renee and Leroy Spresser of Selden 
since 2012, Pauls has a massive 17,000 
square foot showroom displaying 
many dining room sets, recliners, 
bedroom sets, mattresses and flooring. 
The deadline for the Santa Bucks 
competition is Christmas Eve. 

Other participating businesses can 
be found at HighPlainsRadio.net 

T-Rexes on Tour at Pauls Furniture Store



Carry-Out & Dine-In

Submission Guidelines
Print-ready ads and content deadline: noon Tuesday
Non-print-ready ads MUST be in by 3 pm Monday.

Due to time constraints, all ad & content submissions must 
be emailed in .doc, .docx, or .pdf format; photos in .jpg or .png

format. All non-print-ready ad submissions are subject to a
design fee (starting at $10).

Please email articles, news, and photos to:
editor@sheridansentinel.com
or bring them by our office at

716 Main Street, Hoxie.
We confirm receipt of all emailed submissions within 

24-hours. If you have not received confirmation, or if it is a
time-sensitive submission, please call us at 785-675-3321.

sheridansentinel.com
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CONTACT YOUR COMMISSIONER
Chairman: Wes Bainter  ~  wes.bainter@hotmail.com

Joe Bainter  ~  bainterj83@gmail.com
Mary Ellen Welshhon  ~  joewelshhon@gmail.com

Breakfast Daily
Breakfast Sunday Night
Breakfast Monday Night

6-Meat Sunday Lunch Buffet
w/sides & 2 desserts

Monday ~ Friday Lunch Buffet & Regular Menu

Sunday ~ 6-Meat Buffet & Regular Menu

Hot Roast Beef Special Nightly

CLOSED
for

Christmas Holiday
Thurs, Dec 24 & Fri, Dec 25
Courthouse  *  Public Health Office

Road & Bridge Department  *  Landfill
Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas!

City of Hoxie
Christmas Holiday Hours

Noon Thurs, Dec 24
Closed Fri, Dec 25
1pm Thurs, Dec 31
Closed Fri, Jan 1

Have a Very Merry Christmas!

We received a nice snow with moisture in it. We wish we 
could have gotten more.

Seven people enjoyed potluck and social time Wednesday, 
December 9, at the Sunflower Senior Center. Ramona Shaw, 
Violet Krizek, Stanley Shimek, Martin Titus, Dorothy Shimek, 
Larry Johnson and Louise Cressler attended. A short business 
meeting was conducted by Louise while all were eating their 
desserts. Some people had to leave early because of other 
commitments. Discussed at the meeting were the insurance 
we are required to carry on contents of the center. There was 
no raise in the premium. Also discussed and voted to give a 
monetary donation to the Oberlin Food Bank. We paid one 
half of the cost of Peggy Ritter coming to the Library to help 
people with deciding on Medicare insurance drug plans. Our 
potlucks are always the second Wednesday of each month. All 
are welcome to join us.

Yanez-Perez Makes McPherson 
College 2020 Fall Honor Roll

Joseph Yanez-Perez, Rexford, was listed on the Fall 2020 
Honor Roll at McPherson College.

McPherson College, a four-year private college located in 
central Kansas, recognizes its highest academic achievers in its 
fall 2020 Honor Roll and Honorable Mention.

To qualify for the honor roll, students must be a full-time 
student and earn a grade point average of 3.55 or higher during 
the previous term. Students earning a grade point average of 
3.25 to 3.54 are named to the honorable mention.

McPherson College offers more than 20 bachelor’s and pre-
professional programs with curriculum that emphasizes 
entrepreneurship and career-focused education. It was ranked 
this year by U.S. News & World Report on its “Best Colleges” list 
and recognized for the sixth year in a row as a “Great College to 
Work For” in the Chronicle of Higher Education.

Visit www.mcpherson.edu to learn more about McPherson 
College.



Monday: Chicken Strips, Hashbrown Casserole, Califor-
nia Blend Vegetables, Bread, Mixed Fruit

Tuesday: Ground Beef Vegetable Soup, Ambrosia Salad, 
Crackers, Brownie

Wednesday: Sausage Gravy, Tator Tots or Triangles, 
Strawberries & Bananas Biscuit, Cookie

Thursday: MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
Friday: MERRY CHRISTMAS!!

Dec 21 ~ Dec 25

Christ Community Church
454 W Hwy 24

Hoxie

First Presbyterian Church
1101 Sheridan Ave

Hoxie

Hoxie Christian Church
1025 Queen

Hoxie

Hoxie Church of Christ
1541 Oak

Hoxie

Hoxie United Methodist Church
1325 15th St

Hoxie

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church

Hwy 223
Leoville

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1400 Locust St

Hoxie

Living Word Fellowship
454 Hwy 24

Hoxie

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
14988 E Rd 70 S

Hoxie

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
202 S Missouri

Selden

St. Frances Catholic Church
924 17th
Hoxie

Selden United Methodist 
Church
Selden

St. Martin’s Catholic Church
Seguin

Area Churches
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NOTICE 

-Taxpayers- 
December 21, 2020 

Is The Deadline For The 
First Half 2020 Taxes 

Reminder - Please mail your copy of receipt from your Statement 
to: Sheridan Co. Treas., P.O. Box 899, Hoxie, KS 67740, Drop Box 
or online at:  www.kansas.gov/propertytax.   

The first half of the 2020 taxes are now due. If not paid on or 
before December 21, 2020 your taxes will draw interest at the 
rate prescribed by K.S.A. 79-2968. All delinquent real estate 
taxes will be published by name and description as per K.S.A. 79-
2301, 79-2302 and 79-2304. All delinquent personal property 
taxes will be published by name, last known address and tax 
amount as per K.S.A. 19-547. 

   Shirley Niermeier 
Sheridan County Treasurer 

Yesterday saw the end of 
regular firearms deer season. 
To say it was interesting is an 
understatement. There sure 
wasn’t a shortage of deer! 
We saw deer everywhere 
we hunted. Shooting them 
however was not easy. Ended 
the season with one broken 
off buck for three of us 
hunting. I posted on Facebook 
a rant, so I’ll go over it briefly 
here. If you see someone set 
up hunting a trail from a 
bedding area, do not set up 
between those folks and the 
bed zone. Linda and I had 
this happen to us Saturday 
evening. What really burns 
me is it was an older man 
with his granddaughter! Fine 
ethics he’s teaching the youth 
of today! And people wonder 
why today’s youth just don’t 
care? It comes from above 
people, and remember, there’s 
always someone who sees 
what you do. 

A miracle has happened! I 
finally got a couple of geese 
with my new shotgun! I was 
beginning to worry it was 
jinxed. But no, just a lot of 
operator error. 

While deer hunting, we 
saw huge numbers of both 
pheasants and quail! I am 
very excited! Today, on my 
way home from work I guess 
I saw fifty or so pheasants. 
Makes me happy to see these 
numbers.

I see the media is trying 
to convince us Biden is the 
president. Do they honestly 
think Trump doesn’t have 
an ace up his sleeve? But so 
far, we have not heard one 

shred of truth from them or 
the Democrats. Not one. You 
know, I always thought the 
people of our demographic 
had really good common 
sense. But after listening to 
some of these people I think 
maybe not. 

On another note, coming to 
my door all puffed up trying 
to intimidate for something I 
have no control over is foolish 
at best. You’ve been warned. 
Don’t even think of that again. 
I am an angry man already. 

Here’s my thoughts on 
masks. If they work so 
damned well, why did I and 
several others who followed 
the protocol get COVID 19? 
If they work, why the 6 feet? 
If the 6 feet works, why the 
masks? It also sickens me 
to see our education system 
punishing our kids for this. 
What happened to you 
people? Biggest bunch of 
sheep and cowards I have 
ever seen in my life. What a 
disappointment. 

Let me close with this. If 
Biden actually does become 
president, all of you who 
voted for him take your sorry 
butts to the coastlines. The 
rest of us? Lock and load. 

Remember, stay safe and 
ethical and enjoy the outside.

This past summer my 
siblings and I stood in the 
Hoxie Cemetery and buried 
my mom’s ashes next to where 
my dad and grandparents 
are buried. On that hot 
afternoon after everyone 
had left, I drove by the Hoxie 
Elementary School, sat in my 
car and remembered when 
my 4th-grade teacher, Miss 
Karnes, asked me to go with 
her during lunch recess and 
choose the class Christmas 
tree from Getz’s IGA.

To understand what led 
up to this, you have to go 
back with me to a December 
morning when our fourth-
grade class was engaged in 
reading time just before lunch. 
Going up and down the rows, 
Miss Karnes had each student 
read aloud.

When it came time for 

the boy sitting to my right 
to read, he butchered every 
other word. The boy to my 
left started giggling. And 
guess who burst out laughing 
next? Well, that did it for Miss 
Karnes. At nearly 6-foot tall 
and sturdy, she asked the boy 
to stop reading.

Looking straight at me, she 
belted out, “Donny Follis.” I 
froze. From her booming she 
said, “Do not ever, ever (greatly 
emphasizing “ever”) make fun 
of someone who is trying his 
best to read.” She paused and 
looked at me before asking, 
“Do you understand me?”

Sitting in my car outside 
the school last summer, Miss 
Karnes’ voice came pounding 
back into my memory. A 
simple “yes” squeaked from 
my voice that December 
morning.” Last summer while 
I looked at the school building, 
I thought of what I might have 
said. “Miss Karnes, I am sorry 
for giggling. I was not making 
fun of his reading. Two of us 
here on the back were ornery 
9-year-olds. Please forgive me. 
It won’t happen again.”

I imagined me turning 
to the boy to my right and 
saying, “I’m so sorry I giggled. 
Will you please forgive me?”

But of course, what 9-year-
old would think to say those 
words with a teacher breathing 
fire down his neck? In fact, 
the little red-headed Frosty-
the-Snowman named Donny 
Follis completely melted.

Fortunately, the class broke 
for lunch. As we cleared our 
trays and headed out for 
recess, Miss Karnes grabbed 
my arm. “Say there, Mr. Follis. 
I need a little help. What do 
you say that you and I go pick 
out a Christmas tree for the 
class during recess?”

I was bewildered and scared 
but compliant. The next thing I 

knew, Miss Karnes and I were 
standing outside Getz’s IGA 
looking through the green 
pine trees standing against 
the outside wall of the store. 

Miss Karnes was 
exceptionally soft spoken and 
gentle. But even my 9-year-old 
self-wondered if it wouldn’t 
have been better if she had 
asked both the poor reader 
and me to go together with her. 
I picked out a tree. We loaded 
it in her car and were soon 
hauling up to the classroom.

Late that December, my dad 
got transferred to a new town 
and we moved in early January. 
I never saw Miss Karnes 
again. When I looked her up 
last summer, I discovered that 
she taught school for nearly 40 
years, never married and was 
retired for many years before 
her death in 2003.

Was my giggling wrong?  
Of course. Was Miss Karnes’ 
response too severe? It was. I 
said I was not the first to giggle. 
But memory is notoriously 
faulty. Maybe I did giggle first. 
As I returned from Kansas 
to my home in Illinois last 
summer, I started thinking 
about “total depravity, a 
phrase first used by Protestant 
reformation-era theologians 
in the 16th century. I kept 
pondering these words from 
the prophet Jeremiah: “The 
heart is deceitful beyond all 
things and beyond cure. Who 
can understand it?”

While I was raised out on 
the High Plains to believe that 
all people generally are good 
– you do right by people; they 
will do right by you – when I 
grew up, I came to believe, as 
total depravity teaches, and as 
David writes in Psalm 51, “I 
was born in sin and in sin did 
my mother give me birth.”

I no longer see people as 
humans who are good but 
occasionally mess up. Rather, 
I view people as broken but 
with God’s help are still able 
to do good deeds. But even 
our actions never are entirely 
good. Therefore, it should 
come as no surprise to any of 
us to feel that so many of our 
endeavors are tinged with 
impure motives. Not only 
is it hard to love everyone 
we meet, it is impossible to 
untangle our individual lives 
from systems of injustice that 
surround us.

So, if Miss Karnes comes 
at you in the days before 
Christmas, don’t be surprised. 
And if you start giggling 
at someone’s misfortune, 
well, you might remember 
that every human heart is 
deceitful.  And now you 
know why this is one of my 
Christmas prayers this year: 
“Create in me a pure heart, 
O God, and renew a steadfast 
spirit within me.”



NOW & THEN Compiled by Rachel Farber, Archive Director
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From The Hoxie Sentinel, 100 years ago. (Kenoxie Archives & Museum photo)

The Hoxie Democrat
Friday, December 24, 1886

Prepare your turkey, etc., for the 
donation supper Christmas evening.

F. A. Boller, of the Palace drug store 
says to the people in this weeks issue 
that he has some Christmas goods at 
his place of business.

R. H. Chapel bought 900 bushels of 
corn last week.

The first of January the Post Office 
will be called Hoxie.

Charlie Johnson looked in on us 
Friday.

O. W. Evans was in town last week 
and spent a couple days.

John E. R. Ewing is learning the 
printer’s trade in this office.

James W. Huff is in town and will 
stay until after the wedding.

Fred got home all right and had ten 
dollars left after he got here.

Gene King has been sick for the past 
week. He is now convalescent.

J. P. Ford is at home again and will 
spend the holidays with his family.

H. Patterson talks of going to Old 
Mexico and going into the horse 
business.

Sam Morgan and Charlie Johnson 
were taking in the town last Friday 
and Saturday.

Mr. Jennings, county treasurer 
elect, was in our office Saturday and 
wrestled with our exchanges.

Miss Fannie Huff came to Hoxie 
last Monday to attend the marriage 
of her cousin, Miss Julia. She was 
accompanied by her aunt.

Howard Carpenter is living at 
Sheridan now, on his pre-emption. 
This will certainly be a queer kind of 
life for Howard and family.

Mr. George Pratt, our city butcher, has been 
spending a few days down on the ranch. Theo 
Koll has been making the bologna sausage in 
Pratt’s absence.

Last week we had the pleasure of shaking 
hands and enjoying a few minutes conversation 
with brother Wright, of the Lenora Leader. 
Time has dealt kindly with him and he is 
surrounded by everything which indicates 
prosperity and good luck. We found him very 
busy with a saw in one hand and miter box in 
the other chopping out well written editorials 
that are furnished by the Kellog News Union 
by the column and can be cut to fit. They are 
a great invention and saving of brain and 
muscle.

We are in receipt of an invitation to attend 
the marriage of Miss Julia Huff to Mr. Robert 
Dakens. Miss Julia is the eldest daughter of 
our fellow townsman J. H. Huff, and one of 
the belles of our city. Mr. Dakens is located 
at Clay Center and comes to this place highly 
recommended, while many of the young men 
of our town will be grieved and sorry to see 
Miss Julia change her name The Democrat 
extends its best wishes and hopes the seas of 
matrimony may be smooth and that the best 
of this earth may be theirs until called to that 
unknown world beyond.

125 Years Ago
December 19, 1895

John Foster and wife of Saline township 
were in Hoxie, Saturday.

Italian chestnuts to stuff your turkey with on 
Christmas at the postoffice.

Hoxie has seven hundred dollars wrapped 
up in her water works and not a drop of water 
in them.

Bear in mind that one bushel of corn will pay 
for the Sentinel two and one-half months.

Dave and Jake Mosier, who have been in 
Osborne county all fall, taking care of and 
selling their corn crop, returned Friday and 
will remain the remainder of the winter.

Miss Mae Hedge and the Misses Rena 
and Lillie Lahman were callers at this office 
Saturday.

Mrs. A. Russell who has been absent the past 
two months on a canvassing tour returned last 
week.

A. E. Saathoff left a sample of the finest 
wheat we have seen this year, at this office 
Monday morning. It is of Red Turkey variety 
and the yield was exceptionally good.

County Commissioner Hill was in town 
again Monday. Mr. Hill was fast recovering 
from the jollification at Charley Foster’s, but 
said he had a great time. He is not only a 
successful farmer, but a fiddler of no mean 
ability.

Report of Hoxie schools for month ending 
December 6, 1895.

The new room is doing well with Miss Jennie 
Freeman as teacher. Its work began December 
9.

The attendance has been irregular this 
month. Parents should realize the importance 
of their children being in school every day.

Miss Davison has been drilling a large class 
for the entertainment.

There will be only one week of vacation 
during Holidays.

Do not fail to help the library fund what you 
can. It is important that your boys and girls 
have the best works to read.

Studley
J. Fent Pratt has without doubt the best 

improved and the prettiest ranch in the county 
and his brother Tom are making considerable 
money in the sheep business, notwithstanding 
the ravages of the Gorman Tariff Law.

Little Tom Pratt is another most hospitable 
resident of this vicinity, who owns a beautiful 

ranch which lies about a half mile west of the 
station. On Tom’s ranch is the largest and 
best stocked fish pond in the county, it being 
stocked with German Carp.

Merchant Turtle has under construction 
what will be one of the largest barns and 
granaries in the county when completed. It 
will be 50x100 feet in the main with an “L” 
50x50 attached. He also has an ice house and 
cold storage nearly completed. When Mr. T. 
has all the buildings he has in view completed 
he will have a veritable village all of his own. 
In conversation with your reporter Mr. Turtle 
stated that he was enjoying a very good trade 
in the store at present.

100 Years Ago
December 16, 1920

Christmas Program
There will be a Christmas program and box 

supper at the Guy schoolhouse, on Friday 
evening, December 24. Proceeds of the box 
supper will be used to purchase school 
equipment. You are cordially invited to attend. 
Wilma Brown, teacher

Local News
George Easton, of the Park neighborhood 

made a business visit here the first of the week.
Ralph Waite was taken to the Norton hospital 

last week where he underwent a successful 
operation for appendicitis.

Henry Ackerman and wife, of Menlo, visited 
Mr. Ackerman’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. P. C. 
Ackerman, Sunday.

Mrs. Lucy Vawter-Bell, of Chicago but 
formerly of Oberlin, was a guest at the C. H. 
Beers home for several days last week.

Dan Hedge has the frame work all up for 
the substantial addition he is building to his 
residence. When completed Mr. and Mrs. 
Hedge will have a large, modern home.

J. G. Cunningham was up from Saline 
township Monday paying taxes and attending 
to some other business. Mr. Cunningham 
doesn’t make Hoxie very often as he does all 
his trading in Quinter.

Harry Hanshaw, A. B. Person, Carl Butler, 
Dr. C. L. Pope, Will Sloan and a number of other 
Seldenites were here Tuesday on business in 
connection with the rural high school to be 
established at Selden.

The big barn dance at the Bert Shafer home 
last Saturday evening proved to be such a 
grand success that the crowd insisted that Bert 
repeat the event this coming Saturday evening. 
To which everybody is invited.

George Shields, of Prairie Dog township, 
while in Hoxie Tuesday on business 
connected with the new rural high school at 
Selden, informed us that he is just finishing a 
substantial addition to his residence and now 
has a modern home, Delco lights, furnace and 
every up-to-date equipment.

Fairview Items
By Peggy
Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Staubus spent the day 

Wednesday at the Adams home.
Several from this community attended the 

show at the opera house in Hoxie Saturday 
night.

Paul and Martin Rottmiller spent Sunday 
afternoon with their little school-mate, Chas. 
Adams, Jr.

Mrs. Matt Sheetz and children spent Tuesday 
afternoon with Mrs. Chas. R. Adams while Mr. 
Sheets assisted Mr. Adams in killing a beef.

Valley
By Gleaner
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Sinclair have moved onto 

the Gaston farm and will look after the place 
for Mr. Runyon, of WaKeeney, who bought the 
farm.

The Ladies of the Tasco church served 
dinner at the Gaston sale and the people of 

the community are to commended for their 
liberality in pies, doughnuts, sandwiches, 
coffee, bread, buns, butter and help to make 
the dinner a success. The proceeds net of all 
expenses was $47.00 and Mr. Gaston said the 
dinner helped his sale so he donated $10.00 
which makes a total of $57.00 for the church 
treasury. Very good.

75 Years Ago
December 13, 1945

Local Happenings
A card from Wm. H. Schruben wants their 

mail sent to Box 696, Yuma, Arizona. He says 
they will probably spend the winter there. The 
vegetable and fruit harvest has just started. 
They irrigate there. They had a nice visit 
December second with Emil Sclicher who lives 
there. Mr. Schruben planned to go fishing the 
day after he wrote the card. We hope he caught 
a basketful of big ones!

Mrs. Louis Duesberg returned home last 
Wednesday from the S. B. A. Hospital at 
Topeka where she and Mrs. Viola Fossott have 
been patients. The latter will return home this 
weekend. She underwent a major operation 
Monday of last week. Mr. Duesberg and Mrs. 
Lester Davis went after Mrs. Duesberg and 
Mrs. Davis was with her daughter the day of 
her operation.

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Mickey, John and 
Ann, Mrs. E. B. Mickey, Mrs. Earl Leopold and 
David spent Thursday in Salina on business. 
This was the first train ride for John and Ann 
who enjoyed every minute of it. David was just 
about as thrilled for it was his second trip by 
train. The three children were also happy over 
meeting a real Santa Claus while in Salina.

W. B. Woofter has purchased the building 
known as the John Thew building. He plans 
to remodel the building and then move his 
Minneapolis Moline business into it. Harold 
“Smoky” Holmes and his repair shop will also 
occupy the building with “Babe.” Mr. Woofter 
made a business trip to Salina the first of the 
week.

Society News
Little Tommy Thompson was a year old 

December 2nd. In his honor, Dr. and Mrs. 
B. V. Thompson entertained friends in the 
afternoon. The pretty birthday cake and ice 
cream were served.

Mrs. Violet Pratt entertained with a dinner 
this past Sunday. Donna Pratt, Pfc. Edwin 
Pratt, Lieut. and Mrs. Tom Pratt, Mr. and Mrs. 
A. M. Shatzell and Carolyn Sue, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Pratt and sons were the guests.

The Harmony Club met Wednesday, the 5th 
with Mrs. Paul Wood. After dinner the group 
sewed for the hostess. The club will entertain 
their families this Thursday evening at the 
George Weeks’ home with a Christmas party. 
Then the club will meet next Wednesday, 
December 19th, with Mrs. Wilbur Morgan.

Cultus Club met Tuesday with Mrs. Nelle 
Cooper. Roll call was responded to by telling 
of a memorable Christmas in the life of the 
teller. Mrs. L. M. Suffecool presented the 
lesson which was “Yuletides in Many Lands.” 
During the business meeting the club voted to 
buy a five dollar T-B bond in the name of the 
Cultus Club.

50 Years Ago
December 24, 1970

Portable X-Ray Machine is Reality for 
Hospital Here

The Sheridan County Hospital has needed a 
portable x-ray machine for many years. 1970 
will see the portable x-ray machine become 
a reality. The machine was made possible by 
several people in the community.

Total cost of the x-ray machine was $3,300.00.
Studley Items
Mr. and Mrs. John Pratt of Morland, Mr. and 

Mrs. Jess Pratt of Atwood and Miss 
Hilda Pratt enjoyed a pre-Christmas 
dinner Tuesday with Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Kraus and family of near 
Hays.

Roy Covalt drove to Stillwater, 
Okla. Thursday night to meet his 
aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Osborn 
Harris as when they arrived there 
they were having trouble and didn’t 
think they could make it the rest of the 
way without help.

Thimble Circle Club
Thimble Circle Club met with 

Grace Williams on Dec. 17 for our 
Christmas meeting and mystery pal 
gift exchange. Two members, Mary 
Niblock and Lucille Mowry were 
absent. After a bountiful dinner and 
the necessary clean up we enjoyed 
the afternoon visiting, guessing who 
our mystery pals were, and opening 
our gifts. The hostess gift was won 
by Merle Jones. After a short business 
meeting we adjourned to meet with 
Mary Niblock on Jan. 7, 1971.

Items from members:
Mr. and Mrs. David Schlingloff 

and Steven and Mr. and Mrs. Duane 
Hedge and family were Wednesday 
evening guests of Mrs. John Hedge, 
Merle and Clarence.

Mr. and Mrs. Willard Treu and 
Carol spent Saturday evening in Hays 
where they visited Shelley Treu.

Leoville News
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Reichert and 

Mrs. Mary Reichert went to Boulder, 
Colo. Thursday to visit the Fred 
Reichert family. They planned to 
return home Saturday.

Mrs. Ray Jacobs is a patient in St. 
Joseph’s hospital in Concordia.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bruggeman and the Don 
Bruggeman family plan to go to Larned and 
have Christmas dinner with the Alvin Hutflus 
family.

Broadway News
Rev. and Mrs. Remick called at Albert Smiths 

Tuesday afternoon.
Club will meet with Mrs. Bill Minium.
The young people placed a tree in the church 

Saturday evening. It is a beautiful tree given to 
the church by Mr. and Mrs. McClelland.

Seguin Items
Mrs. Margaret Stephens had supper with Mr. 

and Mrs. Bert Schlageck and family Saturday.
Fairview 4-H Club had their December 

meeting at the Alfred Rietcheck home. After 
the meeting all members went Christmas 
caroling in all the homes of Seguin.

A group of people went caroling Sunday 
evening in and around Seguin. Elmer Rietcheck 
furnished the truck and hay rack. After the 
caroling they all gathered at the parish hall for 
hot chocolate and cookies. It was cold but a lot 
of fun.

25 Years Ago
December 14, 1995

Jennings-Allison
For Thanksgiving, Lois Scott drove to 

Manhattan on Monday to pick up her son, 
David, and the two of them visited Mr. and 
Mrs. Alan Scott and family at Libertyville, Ill. 
On Saturday they met Ann Scott in Topeka 
and then Lois returned to Kansas City, where 
early Sunday morning a group of eight flew to 
Miami and then boarded the Norwegian ship 
“Majesty of the Seas” for a week cruise in the 
Western Caribbean. They flew back to Kansas 
City, and returned home on Dec. 4.

Betty Fitzgerald of Glen Elder, and Janette 
Kadel and son Jacob from Des Moines, Iowa 
were weekend guests of Mr. and Mrs. Jim 
Guamer.

Selden
The Selden United Methodist Women met in 

the church on Dec. 6 for their monthly meeting. 
The meeting opened with Carol Hill giving 
the devotions. Roll call was answered by nine 
members telling of a childhood Christmas 
memory. The minutes were read and approved 
and the treasurer’s report was given. For the 
business, it was discussed that they have the 
basement rewired for electricity. The group 
voted to help pay for a copy machine that the 
parish needs. Vesta Shea gave the lesson and 
had questions and answers on the Bible. The 
meeting closed with a prayer from Rev. Jarboe. 
After lunch they fixed 11 fruit and cookie 
plates for the shut-ins.

McGraw
Thursday callers of Russel Bainter were his 

nephew Bryce Snellgove of Denver, Colo. and 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Bainter. Monday visitors 
were Darwin Smith, Mrs. Jerome Mazanec and 
Danyelle, and Jim Bainter. Bill Bainter called 
on Russel Friday evening.

Rexford
The Worthwhile Club met for their 

Christmas dinner meeting at the home of Dean 
and Glendora Bastin on Saturday. Jim Cheney 
was a guest. Christmas gifts were exchanged 
and names drawn for another year. The club 
sent $10 to the Beamgard Learning Center in 
Atwood for a Christmas gift.

The annual senior citizen Christmas dinner 
was held at the Shepherd’s Staff Center on Dec. 
5 with 57 present. The choir from the Golden 
Plains School presented an outstanding 
program of music at noon followed by the 
turkey dinner prepared by the Shepherd’s 
Staff cooks and served by some senior citizens. 
A solo by Peg Greenwood, group singing and 
several readings ended the meeting.
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Seeking Local Families for Hosting
High School Exchange Students

ASSE International Student Exchange Programs (ASSE), in 
cooperation with your community high school, is looking for local 
families to host boys and girls ages 15–18 for the next academic 
year. Students from all over the world – places like Germany, Spain, 
Italy, Japan, and Ukraine, to name a few – have already received 
scholarships to study in the USA; all they need now is you!

Loving and caring host families are the cornerstone of our program 
and vital to its mission of bridging the gap between people, cultures, 
and nations. During this temporary period of social distancing, more 
than ever we need to look forward to and celebrate opportunities to 
bring humanity back together. By generously opening your home to 
a young person from overseas, you can help us continue our global 
commitment to increasing international peace and understanding.

ASSE is designated and supervised by the U.S. Department of State. 
Preparations are underway for the 2021-22 program year and the 
arrival of our new future leaders this Autumn. ASSE  students 
come with an enthusiasm to practice their English and experience 
American culture -- food, sports, shopping, and more. They also love 
to share their own culture with their host families – who welcome 
them not as a guest, but as family members – giving both the students 
and families a rich cultural experience.

In addition, ASSE students have pocket money for personal 
expenses, along with health, accident, and liability insurance. ASSE 
students are selected for participation based on academics and good 
citizenship. Host families can choose their students from a wide 
variety of backgrounds, countries, and personal interests.

ASSE’s top concern is the health of our host families, host 
communities, and exchange students. Even as the U.S. and many other 
countries continue to live under temporary stay-at-home orders, we 
would like to reassure you that these students will not travel unless 
it is considered safe to do so by the U.S. and foreign governmental 
agencies entrusted with public health and safety.

To become a host family, or to find out how to become involved 
with ASSE in your community, please call Tiffany at 816-807-2765 
or the ASSE Midwest Regional Office at 1-800-736-1760 or go to 
www.host.asse.com to begin your host family application. There 
are many students to choose from, so begin the process of welcoming 
your new son or daughter into your family today!

ASSE International (formerly American Scandinavian Student Exchange) 
is a non-profit, tax-exempt, public benefit organization.  ASSE is officially 
designated as an exchange visitor program by the United States Department 
of State, was founded by the Swedish National Department of Education.

Sheridan County to Receive Grant
Tuesday, December 15, Governor Laura Kelly announced Sheridan County has been selected to receive funding as part of the 

Kansas Local Bridge Improvement Program (KLBIP). 
Governor Laura Kelly and Kansas Department of Transportation Secretary Julie Lorenz announced the selection as part of the 

state-local partnership program that is part of the IKE transportation program. This year’s selections include 27 counties and 
three cities who will receive a combined total of $5.1 million. 

“Congratulations to Sheridan County for submitting a successful application and securing local matching funds for a bridge 
project that is critical to the community’s success,” Governor Laura Kelly said. “Improving the overall transportation system 
across our state is integral to our economic recovery, and an important step forward as we work to invest in and rebuild our state’s 
foundation.” 

The funds will be used for the replacement of the bridge located approximately 13.5 miles south and 5 miles east of Hoxie on 140 
S Road. The county also received funding to permanently close and remove an additional bridge located on S Road 40 E located 
southeast of Hoxie. 

Sheridan County Commissioner Wes Bainter said the award is a “big deal” for the county. “We appreciate we can work with 
the state and the state can work with us,” Bainter said. “It would have been difficult to complete these projects with the help of 
KDOT funds.” 

KDOT reinstated this bridge program in 2019 to assist cities and counties by providing up to $150,000 toward the replacement or 
rehabilitation of a bridge on the local roadway system.  For this recent round of KLBIP selections, a total of 68 applications from 61 
local public agencies were received with requests for $11.4 million in funds. The total value of the individual bridge replacement 
costs ranged from $150,000 to $2.4 million. 

“We welcome opportunities to partner with Kansas cities and counties to replace or rehabilitate deteriorating bridges,” said 
Secretary Julie Lorenz, Kansas Department of Transportation. “This program allows KDOT to help communities move forward 
with projects that keep critical local roadways open and viable.” 

The KLBIP targets bridges 20-50 feet in length and with a daily vehicle count of less than 100. Of the nearly 25,000 total bridges 
on the roadway system – approximately 19,000 of them owned by local entities – over 5,700 have ratings or characteristics that 
make them eligible for replacement under this program.  

The list of cities and counties receiving funding is below. Those with an asterisk indicate recipients that also chose to close a 
second deficient bridge in order to receive an additional $50,000. 

Allen County, City of Arkansas City, Chautauqua County, Cheyenne County *, Cloud County, Cowley County, City of De Soto, 
Ellis County *, Graham County, Harper County *, Harvey County, Kingman County *, Labette County, Lincoln County *, Linn 
County, Marion County, McPherson County, Nemaha County, Neosho County, Ness County *, Norton County *, Ottawa County, 
Rooks County *, Saline County *, Scott County, Sheridan County *, Sherman County *, City of South Hutchinson, Wallace County 
*, Washington County

The Sheridan County Benefit Walk Committee would 
like to thank all businesses and individuals who have 
made a donation to our fund.  Since we were unable to 
have our Annual Benefit Walk Event this past June, 
we were uncertain about our ability to continue helping 
those going through life altering health situations.  
Once again, we have been overwhelmed by the 

generosity of this area!  Since the end of May, we have 
received just over $45,000 to help people you know and 
love. God’s continued blessings and good health!

BUSINESS DONATIONS
Allie Repair * Avon, Marty Cressler * Baalmann Mortuary * Beck-Tech-Stuart 
Beckman * Better Built Trailers * Bowcreek Farms * Campbell Construction, 

Doug * Carquest/Colby * D & L Service * Daniel Schultz Seed * Don’s 
Alinement * Double R Farms/Brent Rogers * Dumler Ins. Agency * E’Clipse 
Salon * The Elephant * Equity Bank * Etherton Chiropractic * Farber Truck 

Service * First Ins. Agency/Watkins * First State Bank * Flower Barn * Great 
Plains Auto * Heim TV & Appliance * Hi Plains Ag & Transport * Hi Plains 
Coop * Hoxie Ag & Radiator * Hoxie Flying Service * Hoxie Hotrodders * 
Hoxie Implement * Hoxie/ Seguin Knights of Columbus * Hoxie Masonic 

Lodge * Hoxie Rotary * Hoxie Stop 2 Shop * Hoxie Vet Service * K&K Baker 
Farms * Kayla Moss Daycare * KM Designs/Kelly Meyer * K-N M Designs/ 

Karen T. * LJ Caring/Leanna Sloan * Lords & Ladies Salon * Lutheran Church 
* Mahanna Pharmacy * Mi Yoga * Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home * Mud Pie 

Pottery * Niblock Seed, Dan Niblock * Neff Seeds, LLC * NWKS Agency 
Services/Jake Moss * Nutrien Ag Solutions, Inc * Carl Ochs, LTD * Olson 

Consulting, PA * Paul’s Furniture * People’s State Bank * Praisin’ Art * Pratt 
Real Estate * Prime Seed Agronomy * Proud Finishes, LLC * PSI Transport 
* Quality Plumbing * Sheridan Co. Amusement Co. * Sheridan Co. Hospital 

Auxiliary * Six Toes Feed & Seed * Sparky’s Fireworks * Spresser Excavation 
* Stewart Carpentry * Taylor Implement * The Bank * The Hoxie Times * 

The Sheridan Sentinel * Tim L Moss, Inc * Tom Friess Painting & Mowing * 
Valley Creek Farms/Lee Cooper * Vince & Tara Mowry Family * Vitus Service 
Center * Walker Testing Co, Inc * Watkins Family Trust * Watkins Realty & Ins 

* Woofter Pump & Well * Zerr’s Carpentry

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
Hessel & Linda Anderson * Murray & Mildred Baalman * Paul Best * Daryl 
& Judy Bixenman * Pat Blair * Paul & Cathy Breeden * Joy Bretz * Dale & 
Janice Brown * John & Michelle Cahoj * Jay & Sally Cameron * Craig & 
Suzanne Cooper * Joe & Marlene Cooper * Bob & Judy Cressler * Herb 

& Marty Cressler * Larry Dyson * Charles & Shelly Eberle * Peggy Eland * 
Dave & Joanne Emerick * Clint & Annette Follis * Doren & Irene Follis * Tom 
& Pat Friess * Grant & Rhonda Gaede * Greg & Heidi Haffner * Pat & Jacqui 

Haffner * Tony & Loretta Haffner * Harold Hartzog * Ed & Lucille Heim * 
Gerald & Helen Heim * Steve & Sheila Heim * Pat & Avis Herl  * Bette James 

* Galen Jamison * Marjorie Johnson * Dan & Delores Juenemann * Mat & 
Christy Juenemann * Keith & Pat Kennedy * Mary Ellen Krannawitter * Ron 
& Linda Lager * David & Jan Leopold * Rebecca Libhart * Brett & Michaela 

Linden * Kou & Melvin Lovin * Mary Ellen Meier * Jana (William) Mills * 
Robert & Alverda Moellering * Earl & Opal Moss * Harold & Eileen Murphy * 
Michael & Jacqueline Neff * Dave & Shirley Niermeier * Don & Mary Niblock 
* Henry & Helen Jo Ochs * Michael O’Dell * Donald & Kaylene Oelke * Paul 

Oelke * Robert Oelke * David & Kathy Patterson * Keith & Shirley Popp * 
Gary & Sandi Reitcheck * Ronnie & Elsie Rietcheck *Jim & Marilyn Rogers 
* Don & Melanie Rowlison * Darlene Schaffer * Dave & Lisa Schamberger 
* Anna Schlageck * Roger & Mary Lou Schlick * Leonard & Carol Sewell 
* Charlene Shaw * Scott Shaw * Della J Shipley * Charlene Spillman * 
Bernadine Spresser * Carol S Stallings * Jimmy & Carol Stewart * Joan 

Taylor * Kim & Joyce Tice * Ann Weber Estate * Judy Weeks *Jeff Wessel * 
Mick & Dixie Zerr *Ralph & Norma Zerr *Virgil & Virginia Ziegler *Joe Zodrow
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Safety Considerations for Gifts
of Home-Canned Foods

Home-canned foods are thoughtful gifts during the holidays 
or anytime. But how do you know if the food product you 
received as a gift is safe to eat? Use these tips based on National 
Center for Home Food Preservation guidelines to evaluate the 
safety of home-canned gifts. 

• Fruit jams and jellies and whole fruits like peaches and 
pears are low risk because their natural acidity and high sugar 
content provide an extra measure of safety. 

• Low-acid meats, vegetables and mixtures pose a higher 
risk, because, if improperly processed, they can support the 
growth of the botulism bacteria. These products must be 
prepared following tested recipes in a pressure canner. 

• Mixtures of acidic and low-acid foods — such as salsas and 
some pickled products — are also a potential risk for botulism 
if they are not properly processed. Jar size is important to 
home-canned food safety, as well. For example, while you can 
safely can salsa in pint jars, you won’t find any tested recipes 
for safely canning salsa in quart jars. • Not everything that is 
made commercially can be safely canned at home. For example, 
there are no tested procedures for home canning the following 
products:

 · Pesto 
·Pumpkin butter or other vegetable-based butters
· Cream soups
· Hot fudge sauce
· Canned breads and cakes
 · Herbs or vegetables in oil
· Gifts canned in decorative untested jars
A sealed lid doesn’t mean a product is safe. It is best when 

the gift giver uses recommended recipes, procedures and 
equipment. Ask a few kind questions, if necessary. Be gracious 
and thankful for the gift, but if there is any doubt about a 
product’s safety — throw it out.

Source: Andress, Elizabeth L. 2010. “Be Safe Eating Your Homemade 
Gifts.” National Center for Home Food Preservation. https://nchfp.
uga.edu/tips/winter/gifts.html.

Chasing Clovers:
Is It the Gift That Matters?

By Patsy L. Maddy, Twin Creeks Extension District, 4-H 
Youth Development Agent	

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas… Jingle Bells, 
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Silent Night and so many 
other familiar songs can be heard with small children 
anxiously awaiting the arrival of Santa Claus! With the past 
nine months of watching everyone on a roller coaster ride, 
the holiday season is witnessing many different emotions. 
Excitement for something positive, but fearful of allowing one’s 
self to physically gather, even with family. Our 2020 Covid-19 
Christmas!

The chance that someone might contract the virus 
unknowingly and the outcome of how the virus might affect 
other loved ones is uncertain. Some families are living life as 
they always have, others are riding the fence with some caution 
taken and others are fearful for themselves and others and are 
following all guidelines to do what they can to slow the spread. 
There are as many different thoughts as there are individuals 
who can think, right or wrong! This holiday season we will 
need to adapt “To Make the Best Better”.

Holiday gift giving is that one thing that can either invigorate 
you with so much eagerness in that you just can’t wait to see the 
response of those you have gifted; OR, there are some in which 
“shopping” can send them over the edge worrying whether the 
gift will be just right? Do they already have it? Will it fit? Is it 
the right color? What if they don’t like it? And the questions 
are endless!

Does holiday gift giving really need to include “shopping”? 
Family and friends often report that holiday foods or other 
activities, rather than purchased gifts, can make for a happy 
holiday in and of itself.

Take the time to visit with family members. How does 
everyone want to spend that hard-earned money? Should 
families give small, meaningful gifts and save up for a nice 
family vacation or special event?

Consider these additional suggestions: 
1.	 Purchase a “family” gift, such as a card or board 

game or basketball goal in which the entire family can partici-
pate.

2.	 Volunteer, as a family, to do something for the com-
munity:  assist with a curbside pick-up holiday meal, help at a 
local movie theatre or food pantry or help local organizations 
pack and deliver holiday care boxes.

3.	 Reinforce in children that we don’t always get ev-
erything that we ‘want’ in life, but we should be thankful for 
what we do have and feel blessed to be able to spend time with 
each other.

4.	 Most importantly, almost everyone would rath-
er have “presence” than “presents”.   Make time during the 
holiday season to spend some quality time with children and 
family members. Find an activity where you actually have to 
communicate with each other and share ideas, whether that is 
cooking a meal together, playing a game or going for a drive.

5.	 The gift of love is the most personal and special 
present anyone can give. Share this gift with your family and 
friends during this unusual holiday season. Make the most of 
what you have and cherish your memories made during 2020!

This article was adapted from a fellow Extension Agent, 
Berny Unruh, who at the time was a 4-H Youth Development 
Agent for Barton County. 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, 
activities and programs accessible to all participants. If you 
have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hear-
ing disability, contact Twin Creeks Extension District at Norton 
(785-877-5755), Decatur (785-475-8121), Sheridan (785-675-3268) 
or Graham (785-421-3411). Kansas State University Agricultur-
al Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service. K-
State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer.

Gift of Tradition
By Greg Doering, Kansas Farm Bureau
As Christmas draws closer, I can’t help but think of the 

many holiday traditions my family has generally followed 
over the years. Some are strange, some are widely shared, 
but they’re all unique markers of how we spend our time 
together marking the birth of Christ.

Perhaps the most fleeting tradition was when my 
brother and I were younger, and our parents would affix 
bells to our bedroom doors on Christmas Eve. It was an 
early-warning system for Santa to scramble back up the 
chimney, or at least alert my parents that someone was 
trying to sneak a peek into their stockings or get a glimpse 
of any new presents under the tree.

Another staple of Christmas was always finding the 
right red cedar in some forgotten corner of a pasture, 
where it had escaped fire just long enough to be cut down, 
hauled home and adorned with ornaments. In addition 
to adding a festive fragrance, it was always the center of 
attention on Christmas morning with a bounty of gifts 
beneath its branches.

Of course, the tree hunt itself was a tradition prone to 
the occasional hiccup, like the time we got stuck before 
finding the perfect tree. I was young enough I don’t 
remember all the particulars of exactly how we got stuck, 
I just know the winch on my father’s Toyota FJ40 wasn’t 
enough to break us free.

We sat there for what seem like hours as he walked to 
my grandparents’ house to fetch my grandfather and a 
tractor. He might have been gone all of 30 minutes before 
returning with his head a little lower. My grandfather, 
however, was grinning ear to ear knowing the story 
would become fodder around the dinner table for years 
to come.

Stories weren’t the only traditions around the table 
either. Every Christmas Eve featured shrimp cocktail for 
dinner, a legacy from my mother’s family. The next night, 
prime rib was the ritual delicacy. 

I know most of these customs are shared widely, with 
the exception of the shrimp cocktail, and I recognize 
how fortunate I am to have a family with the time and 
resources to devote to such endeavors. As a kid, I equated 
Christmas with gift-giving because that’s what kids do.

Now that I’m older and have a family of my own, I’ve 
come to treasure not the gifts themselves, rather the time 
together they represent. I’ve forgotten most of the toys, 
clothes and other tokens I’ve received over the years, save 
for a smattering of sentimental gifts. While gift giving is 
still a central tradition, I’m more interested in seeing the 
reactions of others opening their gifts.

I’m also more cognizant of the work necessary for 
traditions to develop and flourish. Like everything else, 
Christmas as I know it didn’t just happen. My parents, 
with my mom doing the heavy lifting, spent countless 
hours planning, shopping, cooking, baking, wrapping 
and organizing to make those traditions happen.

I count these moments among the greatest gifts 
I’ve received. My wife and I have passed down some 
unchanged, mixed others from both our families and 
created some out of whole cloth. This year may require 
some tweaks to certain traditions, but it’s also a good 
opportunity to reflect on what’s important and evaluate 
if anything could be improved upon.

While we will still exchange gifts, this year has made 
me ever more thankful for our traditions. Even if they 
will be modified, it’s a reminder that presence is far more 
rewarding than presents. For that, I’m forever grateful for 
the gift of tradition.

“Insight” is a weekly column published by Kansas Farm 
Bureau, the state’s largest farm organization whose mission 
is to strengthen agriculture and the lives of Kansans through 
advocacy, education and service.
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Kansas Crop 
Production 

Report
Cotton production in 

Kansas is forecast at 320,000 
bales, up 14 percent from 
last year according to the 
USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics. Acreage for 
harvest, at 195,000 acres, is 
up 44,000 acres from 2019 and 
record high if realized. Yield 
is forecast at 788 pounds per 
acre, down 102 pounds per 
acre from a year ago.

2020 Small 
Grain County-

Level Estimates
County-level estimates for 

2020 small grain acreage, 
yield and production are now 
available, according to the 
USDA’s National Agricultural 
Statistics Service.  The 
estimates, based primarily 
on surveys conducted with 
farmers and ranchers last 
fall, can be accessed using the 
Quick Stats online database 
at: 

County-level small grain 
estimates are not published 
if any of the following 
conditions exist:
•	 Estimated harvested 

acres are less than 100.
•	 Insufficient number 

of producer reports were re-
ceived to establish statistical-
ly defensible estimates.
•	 Estimate would not 

guarantee confidentiality of 
reported data from an indi-
vidual producer.

The commodity estimates 
released today (Thursday, 
December 10) include winter 
wheat and oats.  

2020 Farm Profitability:
A False Positive

Most agricultural economists and policy wonks saw this 
coming. USDA’s September 2020 farm income projections 
suggested net farm income (a broad measure of farm 
profitability across the entire farm sector) would reach $103 
billion this year, up 23 percent from the prior year and the 
highest level since 2013’s record high. 

That was before the second $14 billion Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program and before new crop inventories began to 
shrink as the outlook for U.S. agricultural exports improved, i.e., 
China and Phase 1. Assuming those export sales are realized, 
USDA’s December 2020 Farm Income Forecast confirmed what 
many expected – nominal net farm income in 2020 will reach 
nearly $120 billion, up 43 percent from 2019 and the second-
highest of all time. Yet, farm cash receipts from crop and 
livestock sales are down $3 billion and the lowest since 2016. 
A recent Market Intel update reviews USDA’s most recent farm 
income projections.

Kansas Farm Bureau
Health Plans Announces

No General Rate Increase in 2021
Members of Kansas Farm Bureau Health Plans will see 

no general rate increase for the 2021 coverage year meaning 
the more than 7,000 Kansans covered will continue enjoying 
savings when compared to traditional insurance.

 “Members have reported saving up to 60 percent on their 
premiums while choosing coverage to best fit their lifestyle,” 
says Erin Petersilie, KFB Health Plans manager. “Members have 
reported they’re using the savings to invest in their operations, 
are starting retirement accounts or using the extra money to 
add flexibility to their budgets.”

KFB Health Plans also offers flexibility for members 
like Amanda Atkisson and her family, though she admits 
affordability is what drove her to consider options other than 
her employer-sponsored plan to cover their family of three. 
Her husband farms and she’s a nursing home administrator in 
Rooks County.

“We have a relatively healthy family so what I was paying 
my employer for benefits — it was too much for us,” Atkisson 
says. “My premium through KFB Health Plans is half of what 
my portion would be through my employer.”

The move also saved her employer nearly $2,000 a month in 
benefit costs. A portion of the Atkissons’ savings came from 
increasing their deductible, but they were able to offset the 
increased risk by using their premium savings to fully fund a 
Health Savings Account.

“Our full deductible is in our Health Savings Account now,” 
Atkisson says.

KFB Health Plans offers substantial savings to members 
because of its underwriting process. In 2020, more than 87 
percent of applicants were approved to receive coverage under 
one of the plans offering access to a nationwide network of 
health professionals. Additionally, members can choose to add 
dental and vision coverage if they currently have a plan that 
doesn’t offer it, and Medicare plans are available for those 65 
and older.

Unlike insurance coverage through the health care exchange, 
there is no open-enrollment period for KFB Health Plans.

“If you miss the December 15 deadline to sign up for an 
exchange plan, we accept new members every day,” Petersilie 
says. “Even if you currently have an exchange plan, I’d be 
happy to help you compare cost and coverage to see if we could 
help you save hundreds of dollars each month, possibly more.”

A Kansas Farm Bureau membership is required to 
begin enrollment. Visit www.kfbhealthplans.com for more 
information or visit your local Farm Bureau Financial Services 
agent.

Kansas Yield-Enhancing 
Strategies Project Identifies Best 
Management Practices to Close 
the Bushel Gap and Maintain 
Profitability

The gap between published 
potential yields and how many 
bushels go in the hopper is a 
function of environment and 
management. Kansas wheat 
farmers cannot control the 
weather, but K-State researchers 
are tackling what strategies 
farmers can realistically use to 
both maximize yield and make 
a profit.

“There is a huge investment 
in wheat breeding and genetics 
in Kansas, and the yield 
potential of those varieties 
is much higher than what 
the majority of growers are 
producing,” said Romulo 
Lollato, a wheat production 
specialist with K-State Research 
and Extension. “So how do we 
fill that gap? That’s agronomy.”

Now in its sixth year, the 
Kansas Yield-Enhancing 
Strategies project — funded 
with support from the Kansas 
Wheat Commission — aims 
to identify which combination 
of management practices 
makes the most agronomic 
and economic sense to improve 
yields and quality.

The project started in 2015 
with a “kitchen sink” approach. 
Lollato and his team went into 
the literature and identified 
14 different management 
practices — from seeding rate 
to fungicide treatments to 
nitrogen application and many 
more — and put them to work 
in the field. In three locations 
and over two years, researchers 
tested out each practice on its 
own and combined together 
in one massive management 
system.

“On one end, we had very 
low input,” Lollato said. “On 
the other end, we had an 
extreme high input, where 
we essentially put everything 

down that could make the crop 
yield more. And then we had 
a lot of treatments in between 
where we tested each of those 
practices individually.”

One result for this phase of 
the project was the importance 
of fungicide application in 
wet years. In the two harvests 
during this phase, fungicide 
application had a very large 
impact — 15 to 20 bushels per 
acre in yield gain — due to an 
increase in stripe rust in years 
with ample moisture and high 
yield potential, such as 2016 and 
2017.

Researchers then took 
that data and expanded the 
project in 2017 to include four 
varieties. The project also 
shifted to layering practices up 
one-by-one from a low input 
management system all the 
way back up to the kitchen sink, 
testing out which combination 
of practices had the best results. 
One interesting finding from 
this phase was to see some 
varieties were actually well 
suited to low-management 
systems, while others were 
racehorses that were very 
responsive to more resources.

Both of these phases of the 
project were replicated trials, 
meaning they could provide 
clear cause-and-effect answers 
for the results. The next phase, 
however, involved learning 
directly from farmers how they 
are managing their wheat fields. 
A survey of 20-30 questions 
about management was 
distributed to farmers for them 
to provide input on a single 
field and how it was managed. 
The end result was a database 
of 700 commercial fields with 
complete information from 
planting date to final yields. 
This data allowed researchers 
to characterize how the 
average Kansas wheat grower 
is managing his or her wheat 
fields and identify management 
practices associated with higher 
yields in commercial fields. For 
instance, researchers identified 
the optimal sowing date for 
each growing region in the state 
and the associated yield penalty 
per day due to delays in sowing 
date.

Based on this snapshot, the 
researchers are now taking 
the most common practices 
back into field trials, divided 

into the bottom 20 percent, 
average, top 20 percent and 
top five percent. Now the team 
is investigating how these 
different management systems 
will perform, as well as if they 
will break even or generate a 
profit.

These trials are already 
yielding results. Stand counts 
show a visible difference 
between the management 
systems tested, and researchers 
will continue to evaluate the 
trials in the ground as the crop 
matures next spring.

The combination of these 
years of work will be even better 
recommendations for growers 
to follow to capitalize on the 
yield potential of the excellent 
wheat varieties available to 
Kansas farmers.

“By the Kansas Wheat 
Commission funding 
agronomic research, it is 
getting farmer dollars invested 
back into the farm,” Lollato 
said. “The type of information 
we are developing is really 
applied and gives value back 
to the growers by helping them 
better manage their crops.”

Wheat Scoop: Not Quite the Kitchen Sink



Ethan Brousseau picks up win by fall. (Sentinel Staff photo)

Hoxie Wrestling Team at Clay Center, Saturday, December 12. (Sentinel Staff photo)

Hoxie-Champions at the Clay Center Pool Team Tournament
December 12, 2020

Hoxie 63 El Dorado (ELD) 18
106: Tate Weimer (HOXI) over (ELD) (For.)
113: Wayne Shepard over (ELD) (For.)
120: Carson Ochs over Javier Hughes (ELD) (Fall 1:07)
126: Dayton Bell over William Gomez (ELD) (Fall 5:22)
132: Drew Bell over Jett Roberts (ELD) (Fall 2:49)
138: Drew Bretz over Rhet Briggs (ELD) (Fall 1:03)
145: Derek Johnson over Gunner Owens (ELD) (Fall 0:43)
152: Ryan Shaw over Gabe Krug (ELD) (UTB 1-0)
160: Aidan Baalman over Terrick White (ELD) (Fall 1:19)
170: Blaine VanAkun (ELD) over HX (For.)
182: Levi Wittenburg (ELD) over HX (For.)
195: Donovan Balluch (HOXI) over Brock Schell (ELD) (Fall 4:44)
220: Collin Scott (ELD) overHX (For.)
285: Gavin Schippers over (ELD) (For.)

Hoxie 57 Salina-South (SASO) 18
106: Tate Weimer over Trevor McMurray (SASO) (Fall 5:22)
113: Wayne Shepard over Wyatt Vorarath (SASO) (Fall 1:40)
120: Carson Ochs over Isaac Martinez (SASO) (Fall 0:57)
126: Dayton Bell over (SASO) (For.)
132: Drew Bell over Deacon McDonald (SASO) (Fall 0:28)
138: Drew Bretz over Seth Robben (SASO) (Fall 1:13)
145: Derek Johnson over Logan Burr (SASO) (Fall 1:22)
152: Ryan Shaw over Trent Wellbrock (SASO) (Fall 1:37)
160: Aidan Baalman over Peyton Augustine (SASO) (Fall 0:51)
170: Double Forfeit
182: Connor Allin (SASO) over HX (For.)
195: Brandon Jeffries (SASO) over Donovan Balluch (Fall 1:56)
 220: Mason Jones (SASO) over HX (For.)
285: Gavin Schippers over Brandon Fletcher (SASO) (Dec 8-4)

Hoxie - Champions at Clay Center

Results for Hoxie @ Clay Center Girls
December 12, 2020

Marissa Porsch (Hoxie) - 2nd 
Marissa Porsch over Bella Wernli (El Dorado) (Fall 3:35)
Marissa Porsch over Morgyn Baker (Burlingame) (MD 18-5)
Elise Rose (Marysville) over Marissa Porsch (MD 9-0)
Marissa Porsch over Cadie Eastman (Burlingame) (Fall 1:23)
Marissa Porsch over Ashley Lawler (Salina-South) (Fall 1:13)

Results for Hoxie JV @ Onaga Invitational
December 12,2020

113: William Meyer (Hoxie) - 2nd

William Meyer over Theron Meyer (Meriden-Jefferson West) 
(Dec 5-2)

Round 1 - William Meyer over John Langill (Nemaha Central) 
(Fall 3:48)

Round 2 - William Meyer over Matt Tracy (Hoyt-Royal Valley) 
(Fall 1:33)

Round 3 - William Meyer received a bye 1st Place Match - Jesse 
Thacher (Oskaloosa) over William Meyer (Dec 6-1)

120: Ivan Kaus (Hoxie) - 3rd

Round 1 - Ivan Kaus over Cole Murphy (St. Marys) (Fall 0:52)
Round 2 - Isaac Hayes (Oskaloosa) over Ivan Kaus (Dec 5-0)
Round 3 - Kameron Banks (Manhattan) over Ivan Kaus (Fall 

1:48)
195: Ethan Brousseau (Hoxie) - 8th

Round 2 - Taelur Barnes (Meriden-Jefferson West) over Ethan 
Brousseau (Fall 0:40)

Round 3 - Levi Kraisinger (Nemaha Central) over Ethan 
Brousseau  (Fall 3:09)

Round 4 - Ethan Brousseau received a bye
Round 5 - Cooper Bittle (St. George-Rock Creek) over Ethan 

Brousseau (Fall 0:47)
7th Place Match - JC Cummings (Topeka-Hayden) over Ethan 

Brousseau  (Inj. default)

Friday Nights Double Dual Results @ Rock Creek HS
Hoxie 66
St. George-Rock Creek 12
106:  Tate Weimer over (SGRC) (For.) 
113: Wayne Shepard over Trenton Buckman (SGRC) (Fall 1:35) 
120: Carson Ochs over (SGRC) (For.) 
126: Dayton Bell over Spencer Bard (SGRC) (Fall 1:55)  
132: Drew Bell over Ian Clark (SGRC) (Fall 0:23) 
138: Drew Bretz over Gavin Shoup (SGRC) (Fall 2:00) 
145: Derek Johnson over Tanner Shoup (SGRC) (Fall 0:53) 
152: Ryan Shaw over Caleb Purvis (SGRC) (Fall 1:33) 
160: Aidan Baalman over John Wilson (SGRC) (Fall 1:08) 
170: Brendan Smith (SGRC) over (For.) 
182:  Drew Burenheide (SGRC) over (For.) 
195: Donovan Balluch   over Dayton Bittle (SGRC) (Fall 1:21) 
220: Double Forfeit 
285: Gavin Schippers over Cooper Bittle (SGRC) (Fall 0:48)

Hoxie 60
Riley County 21
106:  Tate Weimer over Anthony Cervantes (RICO) (Fall 2:34) 
113: Wayne Shepard over (RICO) (For.) 
120: Carson Ochs over Tyler Fief (RICO) (Fall 3:35) 
126: Dayton Bell over (RICO) (For.)  
132: Drew Bell over Alosha Abernathy (RICO) (Fall 0:38) 
138: Drew Bretz over Kristian Weston (RICO) (Fall 0:23) 
145: Derek Johnson over Luke Hebert (RICO) (Fall 0:35)
152: Grayden Jackson (RICO) over Ryan Shaw (Dec 2-1) 
160: Aidan Baalman over Samson Waggoner (RICO) (Fall 2:44) 
170: Brogan Schuh (RICO) over HX (For.) 
182: Jackson Shanahan (RICO) over HX (For.) 
195: Donovan Balluch over Eli Sias (RICO) (Fall 1:02) 
220: Ethan Shanahan (RICO) over HX (For.) 
285: Gavin Schippers over Chance Thomas (RICO) (Fall 1:54)

Osage City vs. Hoxie @ Clay Center
December 12, 2020

Hoxie 50 Burlingame - Osage City (OSCI) 24
106: Tate Weimer over (OSCI) (For.)
113: Wayne Shepard over Seth Quaney (OSCI) (Fall 0:19)
120: Carson Ochs over Trevor Woodward (OSCI) (TF 16-0 4:38)
126: Dayton Bell over Conner Collins (OSCI) (Dec 6-3)
132: Drew Bell over Garet Patrick (OSCI) (Fall 1:08)
138: Drew Bretz over A.J. Wyatt (OSCI) (Fall 0:47)
145: Derek Johnson over Elijah Collins (OSCI) (Dec 3-2)
152: Ryan Shaw over Noah Smith (OSCI) (Dec 4-2)
160: Aidan Baalman over Jose Arevalo (OSCI) (Fall 1:31)
170: John Heckman (OSCI) over (HX) (For.)
182: Cooper Burns (OSCI) over (HX) (For.)
195: Donovan Balluch over (OSCI) (For.)
220: Garrett Crouched (OSCI) over HX (For.)
285: Dane Whalen (OSCI) over Gavin Schippers (Fall 1:07)

Hoxie 60 Marysville (MARY) 18
106: Tate Weimer over (MARY) (For.)
113: Wayne Shepard over Gable Fredrickson (MARY) (Fall 3:55)
120: Carson Ochs over (MARY) (For.)
126: Dayton Bell over Tristen Schaefer (MARY) (Fall 2:54)
132: Drew Bell over Ian Detimore (MARY) (Fall 0:09)
138: Drew Bretz over Kai Barton (MARY) (Dec 9-2)
145: Derek Johnson over Haiden Gibbs (MARY) (Fall 1:18)
152: Ryan Shaw over Ayden Price (MARY) (Fall 3:12)
160: Aidan Baalman over Jacob Haefele (MARY) (Fall 2:38)
170: Keith Johnson (MARY) over HX (For.)
182: Beau Wassenberg (MARY) over HX (For.)
195: Donovan Balluch over Garrison Craig (MARY) (Fall 2:28)
220: Jack Lott (MARY) over (HX) (For.)
285: Gavin Schippers over Juandre Walton (MARY) (Dec 5-0)

By Jodi Rogers
Hoxie Indians improved their overall record on the season to 4-0 

after their debut appearance in the Purple and Gold tournament 
in WaKeeney this past week.

First round, the Indians won 66-44 over Ness City, followed by 
a second-round win as they dominated the LaCrosse Tigers 58-23. 
The final game of the tournament was played Saturday against 
Trego Eagles.

The Eagles were ready for Hoxie as they came out strong in the 
championship game proving to be the better 1st quarter team, 
leading 17-10 at close of the 1st. The Indians however didn’t take 
but 2 minutes into the 2nd quarter before going up 20-17 after back-
to-back 3-point shots drained by senior, Gavin Tremblay. The 
Indians went into halftime with a 2-point lead.

The 3rd quarter proved to be a battle with numerous lead changes 
until the 2-minute mark when Hoxie gained the lead for the final 
time of the game. This last lead change was gained by an epic give 
and go play from Harlen Obioha to sophomore, Miles Baalman, 
as Miles completed the layup and one at the foul line. The Eagles 
were not showing any signs of giving this game up yet, but when 
Junior Ashton Dowell drained a 3/4 court shot at the end of the 3rd 
buzzer, it definitely dampened Trego’s optimism.

Although the Eagles gave a hard fight all the way to the end, 
they just couldn’t get the shots to fall when they really needed 
them. The Hoxie Indians were able to capture the Championship 
with a 61-50 win. 

Senior Caden White was the leading scorer for the Indians in 
this championship game with 16 points followed by Obioha with 
15 and Tremblay with 14.  The Indians will finish their pre-holiday 
break with a game on the road at Hill City this Friday.

Indians Take Championship
with 61-50 Win

Hoxie Wrestlers 
Continue to 
Dominate

By Coleen Shepard
The Hoxie High varsity 

wrestling team’s success 
continued as they traveled to 
Rock Creek and Clay Center 
this past weekend. Meeting 
Rock Creek and Riley County 
Friday evening at the Rock 
Creek double dual, the Indian 
wrestlers dominated their 
opponents. Against both teams 
Hoxie was open at the 170, 
182, and 220-pound weight 
classes resulting in forfeit 
losses. Despite this, the Indian 
wrestlers won all wrestled 
matches except one by fall, 

Ryan Shaw earns an escape with a jaw dropping flip.  (Photo 
by Coleen Shepard)

coming away with a 66-12 win over Rock Creek and 60-21 victory 
over Riley County. 

Hoxie’s domination continued the next day at Clay Center where 
their varsity wrestlers decidedly defeated all four teams dualed 
and claimed the Clay Center Pool Team Tournament Champions 
plaque. Earning seven pins and one win by ultimate tie breaker 
(1-0), Hoxie defeated Eldorado 63-18. Next the Indians defeated 
Salina–South 57-18, with 8 wins by fall and one by decision. In 
their third dual against Burlingame-Osage City the wrestlers 
earned 4 wins by fall, one win by technical fall, three wins by 
decision and a 50-24 victory. The final dual win of the day would 
came against Marysville where the Indian wrestlers would earn 
seven falls and two wins by decision, defeating Marysville 60-18. 
Competing on the mat adjacent to her teammates, Marissa Porsch 
would finish the day 5-1. Earning three falls and one win by major 
decision, Marissa claimed a second-place finish at the Clay Center 
Girls tournament.

Traveling to the Onaga Invitation on Saturday the Hoxie junior 
varsity team would bring home second and third place winners at 
113 and 120 pounds, respectively. 

Hoxie varsity wrestling will continue on Thursday with a 
dual against Plainville, followed by the Goodland Tournament 
on Saturday. You can watch the Goodland tournament on 
openspacessports.com.



Junior Livia Schultz shoots the ball. (WHS photo)

By Anna Godek, Staff Reporter
On Friday, December 5, the Thunderhawks traveled to Logan 

for their first game of the season. The low numbers on the 
girls’ team and boys team only allowed for half a JV game of 
boys and two full Varsity games. With the COVID restrictions 
made by KHSHAA, there weren’t any fans allowed. Only a few 
cheerleaders could go, but some moms were able to volunteer 
for little jobs so they could attend.

To start off the night the JV boys played a two-quarter game. 
The final score ending up being 20-11 with a Thunderhawk win! 
It was a great start to the night. Next up were the Varsity girls. 
They played hard and at halftime, the score was 13-2. The game 
ended up going into overtime. Sadly, the team lost by only 3 
points with an ending score of 26-29. The Lady Thunderhawks 
had a total of 13 steals throughout the game. 

Junior Isabella Ostmeyer says, “Having small numbers this 
year will be challenging but I wouldn’t want to be on a team 
with any other girls. There is so much potential on this team 
and I am excited for what this year will bring.” 

Finally, it was time for the boy’s game. Logan is ranked 2nd in 
preseason rankings, and we are ranked 4th. It was a very intense 
game and by half time the score was 20-25 with Logan ahead 
by 5 points. The boys lost to Logan/Palco with a final score of 
47-51. They ended the game shooting 36% from field goals and 
24% from 3 pointers. Junior Tyrell Chapin says, “It was a rough 
way to start the season, but we will learn from it.”

Although the games did not end as we wanted to, it was a 
great way to kick off the 2020-21 season. The next games will 
be in the Castle Rock Classic at Quinter. The boys and girls 
will both play Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday. Support the 
Thunderhawks from home!

Tipping Off
the New Season
the COVID Way

Four Art Club members 
Freshman Lake Nelson, 
Sophomore Mary 
McDonald, Freshman 
Marsha McDonald, and 
Junior Tyra Shultz help the 
younger kids with their 
projects. (WHS photo)

By Nevaeh Nelson, Staff 
Reporter  

On Saturday, December 5, 
the Art Club at Wheatland 
Grinnell High school hosted 
a fun day where ages 3 – 11 
came to the high school. 
The kids arrived at noon to 
create two Christmas gifts 
to give to their parents on 
Christmas morning. The Art 
Club members spent weeks 
in advance to prepare for the 
day for they were all excited 
to spend the day having fun.

A total of 41 kids arrived at 
the high school at 12 for lunch. 
They ate pizza and juice 
boxes for lunch and spent 
the day working on their 
gifts, eating snacks provided 
by the Art Club members, 
watching Christmas movies, 
and playing fun games and 
activities in the gym during 
free time. Everybody had 
a great time! After 5:00 pm 
came around all the kids 
were tired and worn out. 
They went home with a t-shirt 
in remembrance of this fun 
day and to put their presents 
under the tree.

“I am so proud of the high 
school Art Club students. 
They did a wonderful job 
taking care of thirty-eight 
young students for five hours. 
The high school students 
helped them create projects 
and hosted fun activities in 
the gym. Needless to say, 
we were all tired at the end 
of the day and thrilled that 
so many kids participated 
in this activity. We hope that 
the parents got a little time to 
themselves and that the kids 
had a great time. Thanks to 
the parents, and students, 
for supporting WHS Art 
Club. Have a very Merry 
Christmas.” said Mrs. Schultz 
the Art Club Leader.

“It was amazing seeing 
those kids’ eyes light up when 
we did all the activities. I hope 
that we will do it again next 
year!” stated Vice President 
Tyra Shultz.

Christmas
Fun Day

By Livia Schultz, Co-Editor
On Wednesday, December 

2, 2020, Wheatland High 
School competed in the 
WKLL league testing. This 
competition is between all 
of the league of schools and 
takes place every year. The 
morning test is made up of 5 
individual subjects: writing, 
reading, mathematics, social 
studies, and science. Each 
one is timed for 40-minutes 
and between 40-60 questions. 
Representing the freshman 
class was Jordyn Beckman, 
Hunter Stroup, Marsha 

WKLL League Testing:
Wheatland Competes

in Showing Their Smarts
McDonald, and Maddy 
Zerr. Jett Vincent, Emma 
Thompson, Mary McDonald, 
and Kerri Heier were 
selected for the sophomore 
representative. The junior 
class selections were Anna 
Godek, Livia Schultz, Isabella 
Ostmeyer, and Ryan Heier. 
Lastly, Elliot Godek, Trevor 
Zarybnicky, Jailey Gallentine, 
and Kirsten Schroeder were 
representatives for the senior 
class. Results and places from 
the testing won’t be posted 
until January 2021.

By Mary McDonald, Staff 
Reporter

On Tuesday, December 
1, the WHS Scholars Bowl 
team traveled to Tribune to 
participate in their fourth 
Scholars Bowl meet. WHS 
brought five scholars to 
compete, Senior Elliot Godek, 
Senior Jailey Gallentine, 
Sophomore Mary McDonald, 
Freshman Jordyn Beckman, 
and Freshman Madison Zerr. 
There were sixteen teams at 
this meet. Tribune had a total 
of eight rounds at their meet, 
and the last round for WHS 

was a bye round. 
The WHS Scholars won 

two of their seven rounds. 
Elliot answered the most 
questions overall, and also 
got the most correct. All of 
the other scholars answered 
one question. Since WHS only 
won two rounds, they left 
Tribune early. 

Jordyn said, “I thought 
that this meet was a lot of 
fun, even though we didn’t 
do as well as we hoped. I am 
excited to go to more meets in 
the future!”

WHS Scholars Travel to Tribune

Greeley County HS Scholars Bowl
By Austin Miller
The Golden Plains Bulldogs headed to Tribune for their 5th scholars bowl this year on Tuesday, 

December 1. They went won 2 of their 7 rounds but did not get out of Pool play.  
 They lost the first four rounds to Sharon Springs, Wheatland, Goodland, and Weskan.  

Following a bye round to regroup, they defeated both Greeley County and Wichita County 
before losing to Quinter.  

Competing for Golden Plains at this meet were Alisha 
Brantley, Wyatt McDonald, Joshua Yanez, Memo Aragon, and 
Mia Rogers.  Their next meet will be in Colby on December 7.

Golden Plains Senior Brooke Stoll attempts a three-point 
shot in their season opener in Weskan on December 4. 
Brooke made four three-pointers in the Lady Bulldogs 63-43 
win over the Coyotes. (Photo by Dez Wark)

By Carli Nieman
The GPHS Lady Bulldogs started their season on the road against the Weskan Coyotes on 

December 4 in Weskan. “We have been working the past two weeks in practice and making each 
other better,” said senior Brooke Stoll. “We are excited to finally show all of our hard work and 
get the season started.”

The Lady Bulldogs started 
the first quarter with a strong 
9-0 lead before the Coyotes 
got on the board, extending 
their lead to 15-7 by the end of 
the first quarter. The Coyotes 
came on stronger in the 
second quarter but were soon 
shut down after Brooke Stoll 
and Kassie Miller together 
put up four three-pointers. 
The Dogs continued to keep 
their lead and went into 
halftime 33-22. 

The Lady Bulldogs kept up 
their energy in the third with 
an additional 14 points with 
their defense holding Weskan 
to 11. The Coyotes added 
10 more in the fourth while 
Golden Plains finished with 
16 for the 63-43 win. “It felt 
good to be back on the court,” 
said senior Ashley Stoll. “I 
think we played really well 
and found new things we 
need to work on in practice.”

Golden Plains was led 
in scoring by Kassie Miller 
with 17 points, followed by 
seniors Brooke Stoll and 
Ashley Stoll both scoring 12 
points each. Other points 
came from juniors Morgan 
Wark 11 and Lauren Patmon 
2, sophomore Breanna Rath 7, 
and freshman Emma Weiner 
2.   Wark led the team with 8 
rebounds along with Ashley 
Stoll 5, Rath 4, Miller 4, 
Brooke Stoll 3, Sidney Taylor 
2, Rayna Taylor 2, and Jordyn 
Fleckenstein 1.

Ashley Stoll had 4 steals 
and 2 assists.  Rath had 1 steal 
and 3 assists; Miller had 1 
steal and 4 assists, Wark had 
1 steal and 2 assists; Brooke 
Stoll had 1 steal and 1 assist; 
and Sidney Taylor had 1 
assist.

The girls will travel to 
Brewster to compete in the 
Sagebrush Shootout on 
December 8 and will face the 
Triplains/Brewster Titans in 
the opening game.

Lady Bulldogs Defeat Weskan in Season Opener



Fred A. Johnson, age 95, 
passed away peacefully in his 
sleep on Wednesday, December 
9, 2020.

Fred was born on April 
15, 1925, at Grainfield, KS to 
Fred A. Johnson and Veronica 
Johnson (Vedder). His father 
died when Fred was age 8 
during the Great Depression. 
He completed the 4th and 5th 
grades in one year and studied 
one year in a pre-seminary 
program in Conception, 
MO before moving to Hays, 
KS with his family. Upon 
graduating from Hays High 
School in 1942, at the age of 
17. He eventually enlisted in 
the Army as a paratrooper in 

the 82nd Airborne Division, 517th Parachute Combat Team 
serving in France. After returning home from the war, he 
met and married Marilyn T. Adler. They were married for 
over 73 years and raised two sons on the family farm north of 
Grainfield, KS. Playing cards was a regular occurrence. Fred 
was a life-long farmer, and like most hard-working farmers, he 
was a “jack of all trades”.

He and Marilyn traveled to numerous foreign countries and 
took many cruises, some with their children and grandchildren. 
He piloted his own twin engine Piper airplane for years and 
was an accomplished skier on the Colorado slopes.

He is survived by his wife, Marilyn; children, Fred A. 
Johnson, Jr. (Mary) of Wichita, KS, and Dr. Casey T. Johnson 
(Patty) of Shawnee, KS. He leaves grandchildren, Nicole M. 
Johnson (Zachary Arnold) of Kansas City, MO, Bridget T. Falk 
(Ben) of Denver, CO, Laurie Ray of Lawrence, KS, and Austin 
C. Johnson, of Eugene, OR; and great-grandchildren, Max Ray, 
Bryce Arnold, Dominic Arnold, and Sloane Arnold.

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, John 
Johnson; sisters, Agnes Johnson, Emma Boyd, Thelma Zerr, 
and Bessie Goodgion.

A memorial service will be held at a later date. Fond 
memories and expressions of sympathy may be shared at 
skradskifh@msn.com and further updates to his services will 
be posted.
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Raymond L. “Butch” 
Minium, 63, passed away 
Monday, November 30, 2020 
at the Sheridan County Health 
Complex in Hoxie, KS.  On 
May 3, 1957, Butch was born 
in Hays to William D. and 
Margie (Shipley) Minium.   He 
attended Hoxie Grade and 
High School graduating with 
the class of 1975.  He was a 
member of the Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) and a 4-H 
member.  After graduating 
from high school, he attended 
one semester at Kansas State 

University.  Butch had the opportunity to rent some farm 
ground and purchase some farm equipment; so, he moved 
back home to begin his farming career.  In 1979, he met Lisa 
Wilson, and on October 3, 1981, in Gove, Butch and Lisa were 
married.

Butch and Lisa lived on the family farm southeast of Hoxie. 
They were the proud parents of two children, Cody and 
Ashley.  Butch spent his life as a farmer and rancher.  He prided 
himself on always having a strong work ethic, a healthy cattle 
herd, and well-maintained equipment. He was passionate 
about coyote hunting and made many friends throughout all 
his years of hunting.  He was the type of person who never 
knew a stranger and could always visit with anyone.  Butch 
always had a smile on his face, and with a strong sense of 
humor, a joke to tell.  Butch and Lisa loved to travel with their 
camper and Harley, joining friends every summer to visit new 
places.  Absolutely, the most important things to Butch were 
his family, and he adored his grandchildren.   

Butch is survived by his wife, Lisa of Hoxie; son, Cody, and 
wife, Sunnie, Selden; daughter, Ashley Williams, and husband, 
Chris, Overland Park; sisters, Vicki Wagoner, and husband, 
Melvin, Lenexa, Kay Shafer, and husband, Steve, Beaver City, 
NE, and Janet Johnston, and companion, Bill Seeney, Wichita; 
grandchildren: Archer James and Krayton Lee Minimum, and 
Bella Joy Williams.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Bill and Margie 
Minium.

A funeral service was held Friday, December 4, 2020, at the 
Mount Pleasant Baptist Church in rural Sheridan County, 1:00 
P.M.  Interment immediately followed the service in the Hoxie 
City Cemetery.  Visitation was held Thursday, December 3, 2020 
from 11:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M. with family greeting friends 
from 4:30 P.M. until 6:00 P.M.   Memorials are suggested to 
the Sheridan County Benefit Walk or Sheridan County Health 
Complex and may be sent in care of Mickey-Leopold Funeral 
Home, PO Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740.  The visitation and 
funeral are open to all family and friends.  The funeral will 
be livestreamed on the Mount Pleasant Baptist Church Hoxie 
Facebook page.  

Butch was a man with a smile and happy heart.  His time on 
this earth was far too short.  He will be missed by his loving 
family and friends.  All will grieve yet know that he is at 
peace.  So, when you see something that reminds you of Butch 
remember him and smile.

Butch Minimum
May 3, 1957 ~ November 30, 2020

Fred Johnson
April 15, 1925 ~ December 9, 2020

Counselor Corner
By Chris Lee
Break the Rules scholarship is a scholarship competition 

that is as awesome as you make it. Put your passion on display 
and showcase your story your way. Choose any method you 
want to tell what you are passionate about and how it has led 
to your chosen career. Sponsors don’t care if you send a video, 
slideshow, artwork, essay.

And it is not about your GPA or ACT score.   Nex-Tech will 
award ten $1000 scholarships to graduating high school 
seniors living in the Nex-Tech service area. The student’s 
parents or legal guardians must receive at least one Nex-Tech 
residential or business service, (Landline Phone, Internet, or 
TV), excluding Nex-Tech Wireless services to compete.  Find 
out more at https://bit.ly/37eujwJ.   Application work must be 
received by February 1.

Southwestern College is blessed to offer four full tuition 
scholarships! The full tuition scholarship applications are 
now available online at  https://bit.ly/3ahQaoO and must be 
completed by January 5.

Finalists will be invited to attend the scholarship competition 
in late January/early February to write an essay (50 Minutes) 
and interview with two SC staff/professors (15 Minutes). Points 
are awarded for the essay and interview to determine the four 
scholarship winners. The scholarship is NOT based on ACT, 
GPA, athletic ability, financial need or any other factor.

Every student that is invited and attends the competition 
receives a $1,000 competition scholarship that can be added 
to their Academic Scholarship, Activity Grant and Church 
Matching Scholarship.

Are you looking for a communications scholarship?  Friends 
University guarantees you one if you come for one of its 
Scholarship Days on January 23, February 15, or March 26.  You 
can concentrate on graphic design, scriptwriting, web design, 
or any other skill taught at FU.  And you don’t even have to be 
a communications major.

When you visit campus on Fine Arts Scholarship Audition 
and Portfolio Day, you will have the opportunity to attend 
classes, visit with current students/faculty, tour our facilities, 
have your portfolio reviewed, and enjoy a free lunch.  You can 
also participate virtually if you prefer.  Sign up at friends.edu/
scholarshipday.

Kansas State is extending the deadline for K-State’s 
Competitive Scholarships to

December 18th at 5:00 PM.  To be eligible, students must 
first complete the K-State Scholarship Network (or KSN) and 
the supplemental competitive scholarship application. These 
Scholarships range from $2,000 to $80,000! Students can 
learn more information and apply by visiting www.bit.ly/
kstatecompetitive.

Be sure you are paying attention to the priority scholarship 
deadlines wherever you plan to go to school.  And you can apply 
to multiple schools.   The priority deadline for scholarships at 
Colby Community College is December 31.

IMPORTANT DATES:
December 18: Competitive Scholarship deadline at KSU
December 31: Priority deadline to apply for scholarships at 

Colby CCC
January 5: Priority deadline for General Scholarships at KSU
January 8: Registration deadline for Feb. 6 ACT test
January 15: Priority Scholarship Deadline for NCKTC
February 1: Deadline to apply for Break the Rules Scholarship 

(Nex-Tech)
February 15: Final deadline for scholarships at FHSU and 

CCC
March 12: Registration deadline for April 17 ACT test
March 15: Masonic Foundation Scholarships due
May 7: Registration deadline for June 12 ACT test
June 18: Registration deadline for July 17 ACT test

WHS Scholars Travel to Tribune
By Mary McDonald, Staff Reporter
On Tuesday, December 1, the WHS Scholars Bowl team 

traveled to Tribune to participate in their fourth Scholars Bowl 
meet. WHS brought five scholars to compete, Senior Elliot 
Godek, Senior Jailey Gallentine, Sophomore Mary McDonald, 
Freshman Jordyn Beckman, and Freshman Madison Zerr. 
There were sixteen teams at this meet. Tribune had a total of 
eight rounds at their meet, and the last round for WHS was a 
bye round. 

The WHS Scholars won two of their seven rounds. Elliot 
answered the most questions overall, and also got the most 
correct. All of the other scholars answered one question. Since 
WHS only won two rounds, they left Tribune early. 

Jordyn said, “I thought that this meet was a lot of fun, even 
though we didn’t do as well as we hoped. I am excited to go to 
more meets in the future!”



Harm Lipton Briery, 96, 
0f Hoxie, KS died Saturday 
December 5, 2020 at the 
Sheridan County Health 
Complex Long Term Care Unit, 
Hoxie, Kansas. Harm was 
born on November 17, 1924 to 
Lester W. and Hazel C. (Crum) 
Briery. Harm attended Hoxie 
Grade School and Sheridan 
Community High School 
graduating with the class of 
1942. He attended college for 
one year, and in the fall of 1943 
Harm enlisted in the US Army. 
By 1944, he was on a Troop 

Ship to New Guinea where he was permanently assigned to 
the 6th Infantry Division as a Machine Gunner. The 6th Infantry 
division was sent to Manila. While Harm was on a perimeter 
outpost in the foothills, he was wounded by the Japanese. 
After his recovery, he was reclassified as non-combative. 
He returned to the United States Christmas Eve 1945 and 
discharged January 1946. On October 13, 1946, in Kanarado, KS 
Harm married Cleo Hatten. They lived most of their lives in 
Hoxie where they raised a family of four children.

Harm and his father, Les, built and ran the Play, described 
as a good clean place where people could come in and relax 
and enjoy an evening of fun. The north side of the Play was 
a barber shop and shower room, and the south side housed a 
lunch counter and recreation parlor. Les and Harm were both 
barbers and worked out of the shop. This building, which is 
now the Bottle Kap Studios, is owned by Harm’s great-nephew, 
Karl Pratt. Besides eventually owning the Play, Harm was a 
barber and rural mail carrier. He was one of the individuals 
who brought cable TV to Hoxie in the ‘80s, founding the cable 
company.

Harm would do most anything, but his main hobby was 
fishing. He was a member of American Legion, Grinnell VFW, 
and Hoxie Elks. Harm was a member of the Honor Flight 
that visited Washington, D.C. October 7-9, 2009. On Saturday, 
October 16, 2019 Harm was honored with a Quilt of Valor to 
honor his service to the United States. Above all, he loved his 
family very much. Harm lived a long and storied life.

Harm is survived by his children, Ronald Briery (Georgia) 
of Norton, Pamela Bryant (Fred) of Bellevue, WA, Debra Briery 
of Kerrville, TX, and Rick Briery (Diane) of Corvallis, MT; six 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren; nieces and 
nephews; and friends.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Cleo; parents, Lester 
and Hazel Briery; brothers, Howard “Bud” Briery and Lester 
Dean Briery; and sisters, Helen Pratt, and Harriet Neal.

A funeral service was held Thursday, December 10, 2020, at 
the Mickey-Leopold Funeral Home. Interment immediately 
followed in the Hoxie City Cemetery. The Grinnell VFW Post 
#2864 and Kansas Army National Guard provided Military 
Honors. Visitation was Wednesday, December 9, 2020. 
Memorials are suggested to the Sheridan County Amusement 
Company-Hoxie or the Hoxie Main Street Arts Council. 
Memorials may be sent in care of Mickey-Leopold Funeral 
Home, PO Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740. Words of Comfort 
may be left at www.mickeyleopoldfuneral.com.
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(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 10, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
JEROME HEIM, Deceased

Case No. 2019-PR-14

NOTICE OF HEARING 
ON PETITION FOR FINAL 

SETTLEMENT
The State of Kansas to All 

Persons Concerned:
You are hereby notified that 

a Petition has been filed on 
December 4, 2020 in said Court 
by the undersigned, executor 
of the Will of the decedent, 
praying for final settlement 
of the estate, approval of 
the acts, proceedings and 
accounts of the executor, 
allowance of fees, expenses 
and costs of administration, 
determination of the heirs, 
devisees and legatees entitled 
to the estate and assignment 
to them in accordance with 
the Will of the decedent.  You 
are hereby required to file 
your written defenses thereto 
on or before January 4, 2021 
at 9:00 a.m., on said day, in 
said Court, in the City of 
Hoxie, Kansas, at which time 
and place said cause will be 
heard.  Should you fail therein 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon 
said Petition.

Pauline Heim
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 10, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
LARRY SNIFFIN, Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-27

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS 

TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a Petition has been filed in 
this court by the undersigned, 
as an heir of the decedent, 
praying for the determination 
of the descent of the following 
described real estate:

An undivided 1/15th 
interest in all of Section Two 
(2), Township Seven (7) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27), 
West of the 6th P.M. Sheridan 
County, Kansas

An undivided 1/15th 
interest in all of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW¼) of Section 
Thirty-five (35), Township 
Six (6) South, Range Twenty-
seven (27), West of the 6th P.M. 
Sheridan County, Kansas

The Petition also requests 
a determination of descent of 
all other property, real and 
personal, or interests therein, 
owned by the decedent at the 
time of death.

You are hereby required 
to file your written defenses 
thereto on or before January 4, 
2021 at 9:00 a.m. of said day in 
said court, in the city of Hoxie, 
at which time and place said 
cause will be heard.  Should 
you fail therein judgment and 
decree will be entered in due 
course upon said Petition.

Karen Rossetter
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 24, 2020)

(Published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to K.S.A. 82a-
1030, the board of directors 
of the Northwest Kansas 
Groundwater Management 
District No. 4 will conduct on 
January 6, 2021, beginning at 
10:30 a.m., in the groundwater 
management district offices, 
1290 West 4th, Colby, Kansas, 
a public hearing to hear 
testimony regarding revisions 
to the 2021 operating budget. 
Should a board quorum not be 
possible on January 6, 2021, the 
alternate date will be January 
13, 2021. Said revisions consist 
of incorporating all 2020 
unexpended funds into the 
previously approved 2021 
operating budget. Copies of 
the proposed revised 2021 
budget will be made available 
at the hearing.

Attest:  Lynn Goossen, 
GMD 4 Treasurer

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
MARTIN EHRESMAN, 

Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-28

NOTICE OF HEARING
THE STATE OF KANSAS 

TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a Petition has been filed in 
this court by the undersigned 
praying that the foreign Will 
of said decedent be admitted 
to probate and record in this 
court; that no administration 
of this estate is necessary; that 
the Will be construed; and 
that the following Kansas real 
estate owned by the decedent 
be assigned in accordance 
with the terms of the Will, to-
wit:

An undivided 1/12th 
interest in all of Section Two 
(2), Township Seven (7) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27) 
West of the 6th P.M., Sheridan 
County, Kansas

An undivided 1/12th interest 
in the Southwest Quarter 
(SW¼) of Section Thirty-five 
(35), Township Six (6) South, 
Range Twenty-seven (27) 
West of the 6th P.M., Sheridan 
County, Kansas

You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before January 8, 2021 at 9:00 
a.m. of said day, in said court, 
in the city of Hoxie at which 
time and place said cause 
will be heard. Should you fail 
therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.

Matthew Ehresman
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HARM LIPTON BRIERY, 

Deceased

Case No. 2020-PR-30

NOTICE OF HEARING
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified 
that on December 14, 2020 a 
Petition was filed in this court 
by the undersigned.

The Petition states that 
the undersigned is an heir, 
devisee and legatee, Harry 
Joe Pratt named in the Last 
Will and Testament of the 
decedent dated November 17, 
2005 and the Petition requests 
that the Will be admitted 
to probate and record; that 
Harry Joe Pratt be appointed 
as Executor and be granted 
Letters Testamentary without 
bond.

You are further advised that 
the Petitioner in this matter 
has requested administration 
pursuant to the Kansas 
Simplified Estates Act, and 
if such request is granted 
the court may not supervise 
administration of the estate 
and no further notice of 
any action of the Executor 
or other proceedings in the 
administration will be given 
except for notice of final 
settlement of the decedent’s 
estate.  Should written 
objections to simplified 
administration be filed with 
the court, the court may order 
supervised administration to 
ensue.

You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before January 8, 2021 at 9:00 
a.m. of said date, in this court 
in the city of Hoxie at which 
time and place the cause will 
be heard.  Should you fail, 
judgment and decree will be 
entered in due course upon 
the Petition.

All creditors are notified 
to exhibit their demands 
against the estate within four 
(4) months from the date 
of first publication of this 
notice, as provided by law, 
and if their demands are not 
thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.

Harry Joe Pratt
Petitioner

Ken Eland, #12054
Attorney for Petitioner
ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law
P.O. Box 565
736 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 675-3217
Fax No. (785) 675-3983

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)

(First published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 17, 2020)

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF SHERIDAN COUNTY, 

KANSAS PROBATE 
DIVISION

In the Matter of the Estate 
of

CLARENCE WILLIAM 
VICKERS, Deceased

2020-PR-25

NOTICE OF HEARING 
AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

THE STATE OF KANSAS 
TO ALL PERSONS 
CONCERNED:

You are hereby notified that 
a petition dated November 
30, 2020, has been filed in this 
court by Billi Beckman, Kelly 
Vickers, and Becky Vickers, 
deceased, praying for probate 
of the will, and for the 
appointment of those three 
individuals as co-executors of 
the estate.

You are further advised that 
the petitioner in this matter 
has requested administration 
pursuant to the Kansas 
Simplified Estates Act, and 
if such request is granted 
the court may not supervise 
administration of the estate and 
no further notice of any action 
of the Personal Representative 
or other proceedings in the 
estate will be given except 
for notice of final settlement 
of the decedent’s estate. 
Should written objections to 
simplified administration 
be filed with the court, the 
court may order supervised 
administration to ensue.

All creditors are notified to 
exhibit their demands against 
the estate within four (4) 
months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice 
as provided by law, and if their 
demands are not thus exhibited, 
they shall be forever barred.

Kelly Vickers, Petitioner
Billi Beckman, Petitioner
Becky Vickers, Petitioner

/s/ Steven W. Hirsch Steven 
W. Hirsch #12789

HIRSCH LAW OFFICE
124 So Penn, PO Box 296
Oberlin, Kansas 67749
821 Main
Hoxie, KS 67740
(785) 475-2296
Attorney for Estate

(Last published in The Sheridan 
Sentinel December 31, 2020)Now on this 2nd day of 

December 2020, the Board 
of Commissioners, Sheridan 
County, Kansas met in regular 
session with Chairman Wes 
Bainter presiding. Others 
present were Joe Bainter, 
MaryEllen Welshhon, Joe Pratt 
County Attorney and County 
Clerk Heather Bracht. Guests 
were Reba White, Doyle Kauk, 
Carolyn Meyer, Buck Mader, 
and Rachel Farber. 

Wes Bainter called the 
meeting to order.

Joe Herskowitz presented 
the Prairie Land Agreement. 
The line is currently on the 
construction line for the bridge 
that is going to be replaced. 
They will move the line before 
construction begins and after 
the job is completed. The $5,310 
is our expense. Welshhon 
made a motion to approve and 
sign the Agreement for Prairie 
Land. Joe Bainter seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0.

At 9:09, Joe Bainter made a 
motion to enter in to executive 
session for a period of 10 
minutes for the discussion 
of non-elected personnel. 
Welshhon seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0. Present 
were the board, Bracht, Pratt, 
Herskowitz and Kane. The 
door opened at 9:19 with no 
decision.

Pratt distributed the 
Agreement between Vic’s 
LLC and Sheridan County as 
it pertains to repairs on the 
transmission of grader #250, 
2008 JD in the amount of 
$25,000. Vic’s LLC also agrees 
to guarantee the life of the 
parts for up to 4,000 hours 
from the completion date of 
the repairs. Joe Bainter made 
a motion to approve and sign 
the Agreement, seconded by 
Welshhon. Carried 3-0.

Herskowitz opened the 
bid from Vic Winter for the 

purchase of the 2008 JD in the 
amount of $45,000 and the 2007 
JD in the amount of $50,000. 
Pratt discussed a lease/
purchase possibility and will 
talk with the bank and see if 
this is something they still do.

Bracht had distributed to the 
Board and Herskowitz the total 
amount spent for mowing less 
one that is still outstanding. 
Total was $382,830 and this 
was for seven individuals 
mowing. Joe Bainter asked 
why we don’t hire part-time 
employees at $25/hr., use our 
equipment and all they do is 
mow county roads. It would 
cost the county a whole lot less 
than $382,000. There is a lot of 
interest in mowing the county 
and Wes Bainter stated it is the 
only time the entire county 
has gotten mowed. A plan 
will made so that in 2021 the 
mowing jobs can potentially 
be put out for bid with a 
very specific job description. 
Welshhon stated that the Board 
needs to be mindful of getting 
bids for anything over $25,000.

Melinda (Mindy) Harting 
and Melanie Rowlison 
entered the meeting. Harting 
has applied for the County 
Appraiser’s job. Harting gave a 
brief history of herself. She has 
been with the Norton County 
Appraiser’s office for 27 ½ 
years and is certified to become 
a County Appraiser and feels 
ready for the responsibility. She 
feels she will be in the Hoxie 
office two days a week. She 
will maintain her job in Norton 
and be there three days a week. 
Wes Bainter asked if moving 
forward she would potentially 
take on more counties and 
Harting responded possibly. 

Jace F. Lobato, 36, of Selden, Kansas, passed away on 
December 10, 2020, at the 
Sheridan County Health 
Complex, Hoxie, Kansas.  He is 
the son of Joseph, Sr. and Carol 
(Smith) Lobato.  Memorials 
are suggested to the Jace F. 
Lobato Memorial Fund and 
may be sent in care of Mickey-
Leopold funeral Home, PO 
Box 987, Hoxie, Kansas 67740.  
Due to the Covid Crisis, a 
memorial service will be held 
at a later date.

Death Notice: Jace Lobato

Harm Briery
November 17, 1924 ~ December 5, 2020

Continued on page 13

City of Hoxie Minutes
11/9/20

Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting of November 9, 2020

The Governing Body of the 
City of Hoxie, Kansas, met in 
regular session on Monday, 
November 9, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the City Office. 

Present were:	 D a r r i c k 
Zerr, Mayor, Jim Erwin, 
Street Commissioner, 
Kevin Schoendaler, Water 
Commissioner, Janet Bainter, City 
Clerk,	 Fred Washburn, City 
Superintendent, and Ken Eland, 
City Attorney.	

The meeting was called to 
order by Mayor Darrick Zerr at 
6:02 p.m. 

Minutes
The minutes of the October 

12, 2020 regular meeting and the 
October 23, 2020 special meeting 
were read and approved on a 
motion made by Mayor Zerr 
and a second by Commissioner 
Schoendaler. Motion carried 3-0. 

Conflict of Interest Hearing
A legal hearing was opened 

to discuss potential conflicts 
of interest concerning Hoxie’s 
project #20-CV-031. Corina 
Cox, NWKPDC was present via 
telephone and explained the State 
of Kansas Conflict of Interest 
Policy and the process to request 
a waiver for eligible persons. The 
following conflict of interest was 
discussed:

1)	 Ken Eland, Owner of 
Eland & Pratt, LLC is a potential 
CV grantee. Mr. Eland is the 
attorney for the City of Hoxie.

There were no public 
questions/comments. Mayor Zerr 
motioned, and Commissioner 
Erwin seconded a motion to 
approve requesting the conflict of 
interest waiver. Motion carried. 
Corina noted the following 
items are needed to submit the 
request: notarized affidavit of 

publication for the conflict of 
interest hearing, unofficial typed 
minutes of hearing and the 
attorney’s original determination 
letter. The public hearing was 
closed. 

CDBG-CV Grant
CDBG-CV Grant Drawdown 

#5 was presented. Erwin made 
a motion to approve CDBG-
CV DD #5 in the amount of 
$13,479.05. Schoendaler seconded 
the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Erwin made a motion to approve 
the Determination of Level of 
Review. Schoendaler seconded 
the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Forms were then signed by the 
Mayor.

2019 Audit
Jim Myers, CPA with James 

V. Myers, Chartered, joined 
the meeting via telephone to 
present the 2019 Audit report 
to the Commission. Mr. Myers 
informed the Commissioners 
that a Federal Audit was required 
this year due to the federal 
funding that was awarded to the 
City for the Wastewater Systems 
Improvements project, as well 
as the regular audit. Mr. Myers 
stated that there were no statute 
or budget violations. Erwin made 
a motion to accept the audit 
report as presented. Schoendaler 
seconded the motion. (3-0) Myers 
exited at 6:33 p.m.

Bainter informed the 
Commission that they had 
excess funds in the City’s regular 
checking. Bainter was instructed 
to call the 3 local banks to get 
interest rates and to put $500,00 
into CD’s.

Hoxie Golf Board
Jason Weimer and Meghan 

Weis entered the meeting at 
6:30 p.m. They stated that the 
Golf Board didn’t have enough 
money to make it through the 
end of the year because of the 
golf tournaments that had to 

Continued on page 13
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HELP WANTED

WORD AD RATES
$4.25 - first 20 words
$0.15 - per word after

Deadline Noon Tuesday.

DISPLAY AD RATES
$5.90 per column inch

Deadline Noon Tuesday.

Fun Page Solutions

SERVICES

FOR SALE

professional   services Directory

Woofter Pump & Well, Inc.
“For all your water well needs”
Lance & Coleen Shepard

Owners
785-675-3991

Mill & Lathe
Work

Call
Briggs

HEIM BODY SHOP
Expert Body Repair & 

Paint 
Windshield Repair &

Replacement
Vehicle Accessories & 

Installation 
Thunderstruck Grille 

Guards
Spray-in-Bed Liners

785-675-2182

Delta Dental, BCBS, KanCare Accepted

Blackwood Family Dentistry
Eric Blackwood D.D.S.

Anna Blackwood R.D.H.

Hours
Mon-Thurs 8 am to 5 pm

Medical Arts Building
501 Garfield

Quinter, KS 67752
785 . 754 . 2441

Vitus’
Service Center
* Center Pivot Service & Parts
* Electrical Work & Supplies

* Welding Equipment,
Supplies, Gases

& Steel Sales
* Welders & Air Compressors

Sales & Service

785-675-8780

Septic Tank Pumping
&

Installation
LARRY’S

PLUMBING
785-462-3458

Pratt Real Estate
LES PRATT - Broker & Auctioneer

724 Main - Box 583 - Hoxie, KS 67740
785-675-3011 Mobile: 785-675-8531

Fax: 785-675-3220
lpratt@ruraltel.net

*SEPTIC PUMPING*
Elliott’s

Plumbing, Electrical,
Heating & A/C

785-421-2240

Dennis Oelke
CARPENTRY

New Construction
Remodeling

Custom Cabinets

785-675-3527
Hoxie, Kansas

Hoxie Implement Co., Inc.

785-675-3201

Professional Services
Ad Rate

$4 per week (billed monthly)
Ask about

multi-week discounts

785-675-3321

Oakley Cleaners
Drop off M-F at

Flower Barn
Friday Delivery

785-671-3831
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Sentinel Services
Custom Printing ~ Graphic Design ~ Digital Printing

Business Cards
Business Forms
Flyers
Envelopes
Padded Ticket Books
Carbonless

Banners
Posters
Signs
Wall Murals
Passport Photo
Concealed Carry Photo

716 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740

785-675-3321

and more

FOR SALE: Corn-Fed 
Beef Quarters & Halves, 
Hamburger, Steaks. 
Processed at American 
Butcher’s. Will deliver. Call 
Jonny Jones 785-675-8920.

---21/TFN---

HELP WANTED: Unique 
Employment Opportunity 
Learn to cook healthy while 
getting paid! Work 3-4 hours 
per day Monday through 
Thursday from 3 or 4pm 
to 6 or 7pm. Job includes 
light household duties and 
preparing a pre-planned 
meal and clean-up. Would 
be a great after school job or 
second job! Interested parties 
please call Kirsten at 785-410-
3599 for more details.

---11/13---
HELP WANTED: Seasonal 

Full-Time Ranch Help 
Wanted Immediately - 
Lundgren Angus Ranch is 
looking for an individual 
to help with calving, cattle 
care, and production sale 
preparation work. Experience 
handling and working with 
cattle preferred but can teach 
a hard-working, strong body 
who is willing and able to 
learn. Preferred availability 
now until May 1.  Second 
availability preference now 

until March 1. Definite need 
now until February 1. Would 
be a great job for a college 
student on extended winter 
break or who is doing school 
virtually! Compensation 
based on experience with 
opportunity to increase 
from starting wage based 
on performance. Interested 
parties contact Blake at 785-
410-3750 or Kirsten at 785-
410-3599.

---11/13---
HELP WANTED: DSNWK 

is hiring Full-Time, Part-
Time, and Substitute 
positions. We have position 
openings for a Licensed 
Practical Nurse, an Early 
Childhood Special Educator, 
and Norton substitutes! 
Submit applications and see 
benefits at www.dsnwk.org. 
Call 785-625-5678 for details.

---49/TFN
HELP WANTED: Hoxie 

Feedyard & PSI are always 
interested in visiting with 
good people about a good 
job. We offer competitive pay 
and great benefits. Please call 
Scott Foote 785-386-4519.

---40/TFN---
HELP WANTED: The 

Sheridan Sentinel & Sentinel 
Graphics & Design is looking 
for Staff Reporters and 
Media Consultants (social 
media, advertising, graphic 
design, custom graphics 
printing, etc.). Set your own 
hours – work around your 
family schedule! Call 785-

675-3321, email advertising@
sheridansentinel.com, or 
drop by The Sentinel office: 
716 Main Street, Hoxie.

---41/TFN---

SERVICES: Stop by Hoxie 
Implement for your factory 
direct prices on heavy-
duty commercial batteries; 
Baldwin filters for cars, 
trucks, tractors, combines, 
etc.

---40/TFN---

Continued on page 11

Commission
MinutesREQUEST FOR BID

Sheridan County 
Sheriff’s Office

is accepting sealed bids 
for relocating a water 

heater and closing in a 
garage door.

Any questions
or to view the job,

Call 785-675-3481

Send Sealed Bids to: 
Sheridan County Clerk

PO BOX 899
Hoxie, KS 67740

by January 4, 2021

be canceled this year because 
of the Coronavirus. Those 
tournamenta, being their big 
money maker, and declining 
membership has put them in a 
financial bind. Weimer and Weis 
exited at 6:55 p.m. Erwin made a 
motion to donate $5,000.00 to the 
Hoxie Golf Course to help with 
expenses. Zerr seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Hitchin’ Post
Janice Lewis entered the 

meeting at 6:50 p.m. to ask for 
help in repairing the parking lot 
at the Hitchin’ Post. She was told 
that the City would put in new 
curb and guttering but that the 
Hitchin’ Post would have to pay 
for the cement to replace their 
parking lot since it is on private 
property. Mayor Zerr will talk to 
Jay Lewis about this issue. Janice 
exited at 7:05.

Neighborhood Revitalization 
Plan

Mayor Zerr made a motion 
to pass Ordinance 719 adopting 
a Neighborhood Revitalization 
Plan and designating a 
Neighborhood Revitalization 
area. Schoendaler seconded the 
motion. (3-0) Mayor Zerr made a 
motion to approve the Sheridan 
County, Kansas Neighborhood 
Revitalization Interlocal 
Agreement. Schoendaler 
seconded the motion. (3-0)

Holiday Bonuses
Erwin made a motion to pay 

$150.00 to all employees and 
Commissioners as a holiday 
bonus. Mayor Zerr seconded 
the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 
It was also decided that the City 
would have a Christmas party 
for all employees at a date to be 
determined.

Outstanding Court payments
Bainter presented the Hoxie 

Municipal Court monthly 
report to the Commissioners 
and informed them that there 
was $13,000 in outstanding 
court payments. Court Clerk 
Kandi Washburn has sent letters 
requesting payment and is 
working to collect these past due 
payments.

Chief of Police Business
The Commissioners were 

informed that the Police 
department qualified for $1000 in 
free equipment for participating 
in the STEP program through 
the Kansas Department of 
Transportation. Chief Boese 
ordered $1000 worth of eligible 
equipment.

Storage shed at 6th St. and 
Sheridan

Washburn discussed a 
complaint that he received about 
a storage shed at the corner of 6th 
St. and Sheridan. The concern 
was that water would run down 
the driveway and wash out the 
road and requested that the 
property owner put in a ditch. 

GSI Engineering
Washburn informed the 

Commissioners that GSI 
Engineering received the funding 
to take Nitrate samples in Hoxie. 
Testing will begin next week. He 
also stated that the wastewater 
samples taken by KDHE showed 
that there is evidence of COVID 
in the community.

Warrants
The warrants and overtime 

for the month of October were 
reviewed, approved, and signed 
by the Commissioners.

Adjournment
With no further business, 

Mayor Zerr made a motion to 
adjourn. Schoendaler seconded 
the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Janet Bainter, City Clerk

Harting is asking for no 
benefits as she will keep her 
insurance through Norton 
County, no travel expense 
but does request contribution 
to KPERS. Since she will be 
completing the term of current 
Appraiser David Stithem, she 
does not have any education 
requirements or expenses. 
She will be considered a full-
time employee even though 
she won’t physically be in the 
office but two days a week. 
At 10:11, Wes Bainter moved 
to go in to executive session 
for a period of 15 minutes 
for the discussion of non-
elected personnel. Welshhon 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0. Present were the Board, 
Harting, Rowlison, Pratt and 
Bracht. The door opened at 
10:26. Welshhon made a motion 
to hire Melanie Rowlison 
for 2-3 days a week at $35/
hr. for the Appraiser’s office 
immediately. Wes Bainter 
seconded the motion. Carried 
3-0. She will help Stithem in 
whatever capacity he needs 
through the end of the year. 
Rowlison will work through 
possibly May. Welshhon made 
a motion to hire Melinda 
Harting effective January 
2, 2021 as Sheridan County 
Appraiser at $45,000 annually 
with KPERS contribution. The 
term expires June 30, 2021. 
This is with the assumption 
the Norton County 
Commissioners give approval 
for Harting to split her time. 
Wes Bainter seconded the 
motion. Carried 3-0. Rowlison 
exited the meeting.

Amanda Bradfield came to 
the table to be interviewed 
for the position of Appraisal 
Clerk. Bradfield gave a 
history of how she ended 
up in Sheridan County, her 
strengths and weaknesses 
and if she considers this job a 
career choice. Bradfield exited 

the meeting. The Board will 
take applications for a few 
more weeks and will make a 
decision at a later date for the 
Appraisal Clerk position.

Sheriff Brandon Carver 
entered the meeting. Carver 
presented bids for tires on the 
Tahoe, the pickup, and the 
Durango. The bids received 
were from Weis Tire, Bainter 
Oil, and Allie Repair. Wes 
Bainter made a motion to 
purchase a set of the Cooper 
10-ply tires from each of the 
businesses for each of the three 
vehicles. Joe Bainter seconded 
the motion. Carried 3-0.

 Carver is working on a press 
release for the newspaper. 
The Sheriff’s Office received a 
grant in the amount of $1,000 
for three digital cameras, a 
$1,975 grant from KCAMP to 
purchase equipment on the 
new 2021 Tahoe and a $3,960 
grant from the KS Dept. of 
Health to offer the injury 
prevention course. This is the 
certified ATV course for kids 
(age 16 and older) and adults, 
and furnishes pads, helmets, 
etc. The course is tentatively 
planned for May.

Through the SPARKS 
money, locking mechanisms 
were installed on the doors 
so now individuals have to be 
buzzed in and out. The officers 
have started receiving the 
information on the DigiTicket 
program this week. Carver 
asked about raises and was 
advised the Board has just 
started working on that. 
Carver stated that he believes 
that due to the mowing 
of weeds, accidents in the 
country are down.

Wes Bainter made a motion 
the November 25, 2020 Minutes 
be approved as presented. Joe 
Bainter seconded the motion. 
Carried 3-0

Joe Bainter made a motion, 
seconded by Welshhon, 
to approve the warrant as 
presented. Carried 3-0

By consensus, the last 
meeting of the year will be 
Tuesday, December 29.

Bracht will contact Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield and ask they 
present a renewal with current 
employee census as there were 
several on the renewal that 
are no longer employed and 
several that have been added. 
The BCBS representative 
will also be asked to have a 
conference call next week.

Bracht distributed Brad 
Weese’s request for The Hoxie 
Times to become the official 
Sheridan County Newspaper 
in 2021.

Bracht advised the Board 
that all documentation had 
been received by the State, so 
the CDBG-CV monies were to 
be released to the County early 
next week, to be distributed 
within three working days to 
the applicants.

The following warrant was 
audited and approved:

General $4,575.00
No further business, 

Welshhon made a motion 
to adjourn, seconded by Joe 
Bainter. Carried 3-0. The 
next regular meeting will be 
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 
at 9:00 at the regular place.

Attest: Heather Bracht, 
County Clerk, Wes Bainter, 
Chairman

Continued on page 11

City of Hoxie Minutes
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ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Eland Title 
Company

736 Main
PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

elandlaw@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income tax preparation
Tax projections

Farm & Business planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

Auto     Home     Life     Annuities     Business     Farm & Ranch

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Kendra Barnes, AFIS, LUTCF 
729 Main Box 688 | Hoxie

(785) 675-3661
kendra.salyers-barnes@fbfs.com 

AgentKendra.com

Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company providers of Farm Bureau Financial Services M191 (1-18)

TONY JadeZACH

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

HOXIE KS
785•675•3331
www.meyerelectric.com
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Farm Bureau Property & Casualty Insurance Company,* Western Agricultural Insurance Company,* Farm Bureau Life 
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BEST COVERAGE AT THE BEST PRICE!
CALL The Sheridan Sentinel TODAY

785-675-3321
716 Main Street, Hoxie

ADVERTISE WHERE YOU WILL BE SEEN!

Your Ad
in

Color!
call

785-675-3321
advertising

@
sheridansentinel.com

The Sheridan Sentinel
716 Main Street
Hoxie, KS 67740

Your Ad In
Color!

Call
785-675-3321

advertising
@

sheridansentinel.com

Your Ad In
Color!

Call
785-675-3321

advertising
@

sheridansentinel.com

Your Ad In
Color!

Call
785-675-3321

advertising
@

sheridansentinel.com

HINKLE
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL

* Termite Colony Eradication         * And Many Others
* Spiders            * Real Estate Inspections
* Bed Bugs           * Free Estimates
* Ants
* Roaches
* Millipedes (Wireworms)

800-536-2704
Serving North Central & Western Kansas Since 1960

All Work
Guaranteed!

Your Ad In
Color!

Call
785-675-3321

advertising
@

sheridansentinel.com

Your Ad In
Color!

Call
785-675-3321

advertising
@

sheridansentinel.com
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ELAND & PRATT, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Eland Title 
Company

736 Main
PO Box 565

Hoxie, KS 67740

elandlaw@ruraltel.net

785-675-3217

MM Mapes & Miller LLP
Certified Public Accountants & Business Advisors

Income tax preparation
Tax projections

Farm & Business planning
Bookkeeping & Payroll

Don E. Tilton, CPA
Stephanie M. Heier, CPA 

CALL TOLL FREE
TODAY

877-754-2111
230 Main Street

PO Box 537
Quinter, KS 67752

www.mmcpas.net

Auto     Home     Life     Annuities     Business     Farm & Ranch

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Kendra Barnes, AFIS, LUTCF
729 Main Box 688 | Hoxie

(785) 675-3661
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AgentKendra.com
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Advertise on This Page
in

COLOR
Be SEEN ~

If you don’t advertise, you’re !
785-675-3321

716 Main Street, Hoxie

NEED TO ADVERTISE?
Send ad info to:

advertising@sheridansentinel.com

Or stop by the office at:

716 Main Street, Hoxie

The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321
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The Sheridan Sentinel
785-675-3321

Repairs &
Custom Parts for:
Industry
Motorcycles
Vintage Cars
Farm equipment
Antique Tractors

5981 N Road 20 W, Hoxie
Mill

Lathe
Keyways
Welding

Briggs

oxie
achine

785-657-0069
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Advertise on This Page
in

COLOR
Be SEEN ~

If you don’t advertise, you’re invisible!

716 Main Street, Hoxie   *  785-675-3321

SUBSCRIBE
The Sheridan Sentinel

$52/yr-print
$20/yr-digital

www.sheridansentinel.com

785-675-3321

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy 
newspapers in our local communities.   Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow  

us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers.

This Holiday Season...
   

Local businesses and restaurants need your 
support more than ever this holiday season.   

And they’ve come up with creative ways for you to 
shop safely through delivery, pickup and online.

Find all the information you need to make the 
most of your holidays in your local newspaper.   

In print and online you’ll find the best shopping 
deals, ideas on what to do with your family and the 
latest news to help you celebrate safely this season.

SUPPORT LOCAL
SUPPORT YOUR NEWSPAPER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

shop
eat

read
LOCAL
LOCAL
LOCAL
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Long Term Care

with letters
from the residents of 

Coloring, 
Games

& Puzzles too!



Hoxie Grade SchoolHoxie Grade School
Kindergarten: Nichole Campbell









Kindergarten: L isa Weimer









I like Rudolph’s red 
nose! I would like 
some perfume for 
my mom. Thank you. 
Jayden Mishler

How is Mrs. Claus? 
I would like a hov-
er board and a L.O.L. 
camper. Thank you. 
Arabella Baalman

Do you like cookies 
and milk? I would like 
a big stuffed animal 
jaguar. Thank you! 
Jemma Cooper 

How are your rein-
deer? I like Rudolph’s red 
nose!! I would like a big 
teddy bear and I would 
like the teddy bear to 
be taller than me. Thank 
you! Ariell Pratt 

How are you doing? 
How is Mrs. Claus? I like 
Rudolph’s red nose! IO 
want a teddy bear taller 
than me. Thank you. Ca-
mille Moss

How are you doing? 
How is Mrs. Claus? I 
would like cleats. Archie 
Schippers

Do you like cookies 
and milk? I would like 
a blue hover board for 
Christmas. Thank you! 
Alex Bland

I like Rudolph’s red 
nose. I would like Legos, 
D-day toys and Disney 

airplanes. Thank you. 
Hunter Mader

I like Rudolph! Thank 
you for all the resents 
and gifts. You are nice 
to every boy and girl. 
Thank you! I would love 
for Christmas. Emelita 
Rogers

Do you like cook-
ies and milk? I like 
Rudolph’s red nose. I 
would like cleats, a re-
mote controlled trucke, 
NFL football and an elf 
for Christmas. Thank 
you! Brady Juenemann

How is Mrs. Claus? 
How are you? I would 
like bakugan for Christ-
mas. Thank you. Eli Bak-
er

How is Mrs. Claus? 
I would like Pokemon 
cards for Christmas. 
Thank you!  Bentley 
Slaubaugh

How old are your 
reindeer? How old is 
Mrs. Claus? I would 
like a LOL winter set 
and a hover board. 
Thank you! Lorelei 
Brocklehurst

How are your rein-
deer? Do you like milk 
and cookies. I would 
like new tennis shoes. 
Thank you. Hudson 
Moss

1st Grade: Tiffni Carter



1st Grade: Christine Heim

How do the elfs 
fly? A chinchilla. A 
boy elf. And 2 twin 
elfs with a toto. You 
are amazing Santa. 
Kymber Wagoner

I love you. Can 
you bring me a bab-
lade? How do your 
raindare fly? Asher 
Rhodes

You are my frend. 
Can you bring me a 

portabl dvd playr. I love 
you. Aidryc Beekman

I love you. I want a 
toy Gazdilla. I want to 
know how you do mag-
ic? Dax Cook

I love you Santa Clas.  
You are the best. Can 
you bring me a tine 
phone. I love you. Pay-
tan Didle

You are good. Can 

you bring me a sprise? 
Have a Mere Crismiss. 
Merne Geer

I love you Santa. 
Can you bring me 
a camra? What else 
can you bring? Thank 
you. Ellie Weimer

I hope you have a 
good chrismis. I do not 
no what I want but 
can you bring me a 
supris plees. I am wun-

drng how your randeer. 
Kyrie Schwarz

How do you get here? 
Can you bring me a 
nerf gun. How do the 
rander flie. Chance Af-
folter

You nare the best. 
Can you bring a xbox. 
How do the randeer flie. 
Bowden Keiser

How do you get here 
with your slay and how 
do your elfs fly? I want 
a hoverboard. Have a 
happy new year! Molly 
Roudybush

I love you. I re-
ally want a tablet 
for Crismas! How do 
you fly your slay???  
Walker Moss

I love you. Yourae 
my frend. You are 
good. Can I have a 
large PS4? Jayden 
Calles

I love you Santa. 
Can you bring me 
a blablade? How are 
randr?  Alan Wil-
liams



2nd Grade: Lichelle Baar

Are all the rein-
deer teasing Ru-
dolph again? I like 
your suite. Is Mrs. 
Clause making a 
lot of cookies? 
Can you please 
give me a cop 
motorcycle and 
cop clothes. From, 
Lydia Pratt

I hope you are 
having a good 
Chrismas.  Are 
you good at the 
North Pole? Can I 

please have Ohuhu 
markers and a pair 
of new head phones?  
From, Chloe Pope

How is Dasher? I 
hope you are doing 
well. For Christmas 
this year I would 
like some Pokemon 
cards and a star 
for Mrs. Baar. I 
hope you have a 
Merry Christmas. 
Love, Dylan Mader

How is Dasher? I 
hope you are doing 
well. I would like to 
have new shoes and 
a ball. I hope you 
are having a good 
time. You stay out 
of trouble. From, 
Brayden Stewart

How are the rein-
deer? I hope you 
are doing well. For 
Christmas I would 
like ripped jeans 
that are sevens and 

cool shirts. I hope 
you have a Mer-
ry Christmas. Love, 
Tatumn Kaiser

How is Rudolph the 
red nosed reindeer? I 
want a hover board 
please. I would also 
like some socks. 
From Xaiver Lei-
weke

How are Dasher 
and Rudolph doing. I 
hope the elves are 
being nice. Can I 
please have a new 
bike and bearings. 
Hope you have a 
Merry Christmas. 
From, Trace Ziegler

How is Rudolph? 
I would like a set 
of Legos and a real 
camera. I hope you 
will come to my 

house. Love, Fin-
ley Schippers

How is Vixon? 
I hope your rein-
deer are doing 
well. For Christ-
mas I would like 
a lego set and 
Pokemon cards. 
Merry Christ-
mas. From Eyan 
Farber

How is Rudolph? 
I hope you are 
doing well. For 
Christmas this 
year I would like 
a stuffed animal 
dog and a Junie 
B Jones book. I 
hope you have a 
Merry Christmas.  
From, Mallory 
Wade

How is Dasher? 



I hope you are 
doing well. For 
Christmas this 
year I would like 
a remote con-
trolled robot dog 
and something 
fun for Foster.  I 
hope you have a 
Merry Christmas. 
How do you make 
a Kleenex dance 
put a little boo-
gie in it. From, 

Sutton Schwartz.

How is Comet? I 
hope you don’t get 
Covid-19! I would 
like some legos and a 
big nerf gun.  From, 
Ethan Bainter.

How are your 
reindeer? I hope you 
don’t get Covid. For 
Christmas I want 
an iphone 12 for my 

mom and a Switch 
for my friend. I hope 
you have a Merry 
Christmas. From, 
Damien Carmen

How is Dasher? I 
hope you are doing 
well. For Christmas 
I would like a new 
blanket and some 
new bedding. Merry 
Christmas!  From, 
Amelia Gaede

How are you? I 
hope Mrs. Claus 

and you are well. 
For Christams this 
year I would like 
Vans and a TV in 
my room. I hope you 
have a holly, jolly 
Christmas.  Love, 
Madi Watkins

How is Mrs. Claus? 
Are you doing well? 
For Christmas this 
year. I would like a 
lego elf club house 
and new socks. I am 
snow excited to see 
you. Merry Christ-
mas. P.S. I left you 
a card. From, Cain 
Saint



2nd Grade: Kellie Tice

How is Rudolph? Can I 
have slime? Can I have a cat? 
Can I have a bag for school? 
Can I have a iphone12? Have 
a great Christmas. Love 
Maelynn Myers

How are the elves? Is Mrs. 
Claus doing good? Can I 
please have a sled, bike, dolls, 
some arrings and back pack? 
I hope you have a good Christ-
mas. Love Allie Shober

How do you deliver all of 
your presents? Please can I 
have a calico critter hamster. 
Have a good Christmas. Love, 
Kynnedi Brown

How much toilet paper 
do you have? Don’t let the 
elves play hide and seek in 

the snow. Can I have a  grey blade 
set? And can you get my sister a 
gun? Can I have some pokemon 
and a remote control car? Merry 
Christmas! From, Ryan Bird

How are you doing San-
ta? Can I please have a Zelda 
Breath of the Wild and a lot of 
pokemon? Can I also have a pet 
and a Nintendo Swich please? 
Have a great Christmas. From, 
Walter Weis

How are the elves! I hope you 
have toilet paper. Can I please a 
new book bag? Can I have a LOL 
doll? Have a great Christmas. 
Love, Sydnie Scheetz

How are the elves doing? Hows 
the North Pole? Can I please have 
a new bike? Can I please have 

Jordons. Can I please have an 
electrical bike? Tell Rudolph I said 
Hi. Love, Trevyn Pratt

How are the elves! I hope you 
are doing good. Can I please have 
some L.O.L stuff? My dad 
needs a new toolbox. Have a great 
Christmas. Love, Hayden Beck-
man

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus doing? 

Thank you for the presents. 
Can I please have some magnet 
earrings and some legos. Have 
a great day! Your friend, Emma 
Worley

I hope you are good. How is Ru-
dolph? Can I please have a scoot-
er. Have a great Christmas! Love, 
Abby Schutte

How is Rudolph? How are you 
doing? Can I have a new BMX 
bike. Can I have a new truck and 
new dirt bike can I please have 
a new Iphone Ipro? Have a great 
Chritmas. Love Ethen Lerma

How is Rudolph? I hope you are 
doing good. Can I please have a 
TV, beanbag, video games, Lo-
gos, po’kemon, hoverboard, puppy, 
doghouse. How do you fly in the 
sky? From, Dominic Mishler

How is Rudolph? How is Mrs. 
Claus? Can I please have some 
airpods. Can I please have some 
new fly boots. How are you? Love, 
Demi Schippers

How is Mrs. Claus? How are 
the reindeer? Can I please have 
new snow boots? Can I pleas have 
a new hat? Can I please have a 

new Christmas shirt? Have 
a great Christmas. Love 
Tucker Armknecht

How do the elves get 
around? Are you doing 
good? Can I please have a 
toy combine. Can I please 
have an iphone 12? How is 
Mrs. Claus doing?  From, 
Caleb Oelke

How long does it take 
to make toys? How is Ru-
dolph? May I have an RC 
car? Can I please have some 
toy dinos? I wish you a Mer-
ry Christmas! Love, Derek 
Schaffer

How many elves do 
you have? Can I have an 
Xbox controller and a Kin-
dle please? Have a great 
Christmas! From Lynden 
Dickinson



How are things at 
the North Pole? How 
are the reindeer? 
What kind of cook-
ies do you like? Also, 
all I want for Christ-
mas is LED lights an 
xbox and work books. 
Please. Merry Christ-
mas! Love, Aubree 
Carver

How are the rein-
deer doing? I have 
been a good boy this 
year. Here are some 
things I would like. I 
would love a gaming 
keyboard and mouse 

3rd Grade: Samantha Hernandez

for my computer. A new 
basketball and a hover 
board. That is all I would 
like for Christmas. Love, 
Kye Scanlon

How are you doing? I 
have been a good girl this 
year. If possible I would 
like a hover board. If not 
I would like a Nintendo 
Switch or an Ipod aka a 
phone. Merry Christmas 
and thank you. Love, 
Kenzie Nondorf

How is the north pole? 
I have been a good boy 
this year. May I please 

have these toys for 
Christmas. I would like 
a Amibo hover board and 
a stuffed animal. That 
is what I would like for 
Christmas. Love, Colton 
Shipley  

Hi how are things at 
the North Pole? Are the 
reindeer doing good? 
Do you still love milk 
and cookies. If possible 
could you bring me a few 
toys? I would like LED 
lights, KC football and 
a gymnastics air track. 
Thank you so much. 
Merry Christmas. Love, 

Gabby Schamberger

How are your reindeer 
doing? Is your workshop 
okay? If possible I would 
like a Snap Rover model 
SCROV-50,  Minecraft 
lego set model 21155 
and a Minecraft figure, a 
black cat. Merry Christ-
mas, Silas Wessel

How are you? How 
are the reindeer? If you 
could I would like a few 
presents, like a hover 
board, make your own 
soap, and a bike. I wish 
you a warm Christmas. 
Love Jenna Herl

How are you? I’m do-
ing great. I would like a 
PS4, legos, & books but 
that’s if you can because 
I know how busy you are. 
I can’t believe how hard 
that would be but I real-
ly appriciate how you do 
that. Sincerely, Spencer 
Pinzenscham

How are you? How are 
the elves? Hope you all 
are doing great! Here are 
some things I would like. 
I would like a gymnastcis 
airtrack, earrings and for 
my family to have love 
and joy. Merry Christmas. 
Love, Campbell Scanlon

How are the reindeer? 
I listen to my teacher. It 
would be nice if I could 
have a hoverbord,  a gy-
mastics bar and gymas-
tics mat. Have a Merry 
Christmas. Love Emily 
Haffner

How are the rein-
deer? Are you staying 
warm. How are you? If 
posible I want a hov-
erboard and a RC car 
that’s it. Have a Merry 
Christmas. Love, Had-
ley Juenemann

How is it up on the 
North Pole? How are 
the elves and the 
reindeer for Christ-
mas? Can I have a RC 
car, a hover board and 
a football helmet for 
Christmas? Have a 
good Christmas. Love, 
TJ Myers

How are the rein-
deer? I have bin a 
good boy this year I am 
hoping you are staying 
warm this year. If you 
have enough time 
this year, I would like 
a skateboard, giant 
stuffed animal tiger 
and a basketball. Say 
hi to Mrs. Claus for 
me. Love, Isaac Gi-
ancola

How are you? How 
are the reindeer? I 
want a scooter and a 
skateboard and a bike. 
Have a great Christ-
mas. Merry Christmas, 
Blake Dorenkamp

How are your 
elves? I think I’m on 
the nice list. How are 
you Santa? I would 
like Korbots, a drone 
and a robot. Merry 
Christmas and stay 
warm. Love, Axel Es-
cobedo







3rd Grade: Gina Schamberger
Hew Santa what 

is Blitzen doing 
right now? Sant 
what I want for 
Christmas I want 
binoculars please. 
I also want a Ma-
homes Jersey. 
For my mom she 
would l ike a new 
necklace. For my 
dad he would l ike 
a chainsaw and 
a drill and I hope 
you have a Mer-
ry Christmas. Be 
careful Corbin

How are you? I 
would l ike a Ameican 
Girl doll. Also a Bar-
bie Camper. For my 
sister for Christmas 
please can you bring 
a coconut bath set 
for her. Have a Happy 
New Year. Love, Sar-
ah Rachel

Hi Santa how are 
the reindeer? This 
year I would l ike a 
gooes call Captain 
Underpants books 
and some Pokemon 
cards. Merry Christ-

mus Santa. Love Knox

Hi how ae you? 
How is Mrs. Claus? 
This is what I want 
for Christmas I what 
a Huskey and a cor-
ga and a white cat 
please. Merry Christ-
mas. Love, Elijah 
Spillman

Hi Santa. What kind 
of cookies would 
you like? This year for 
Christmas I would 
l ike an American 
doll roome. I would 

also would l ike some 
clothes for my Amer-
ican doll. I hope 
you have a awsome 
Christmas! Love you, 
be safe, Priscila Mer-
az

I hope you are 
having a fantastic 
day! Thank you for 
our presents! What I 
want for Christmas 
is some Legos, choc-
olate, and a puppy. 
Can you please get 
my mom chocolate 
and can you get my 
some tools to build 
with. I hope you have 
a great Christmas. 
Love Aubrey

Hi Santa. How are 
you and the rein-
deer? For Christmas I 
would l ike a gymnas-
tics bar and some 
fuzzy crocs. Can you 
get my cats Leo and 
Snowball a cat tow-
er? Also can you get 
me and my brother 
a trampoline?  Love, 
Lexi

How are you? I 
would l ike a bas-
ketball and some 
gymnastics mats. I 
also would l ike white 
crocs with some jib-
bitz and a scratch-
board, Please! Mer-
ry Christmas!! Love, 
Blayke

Hi Santa! How are 
you? For Christmas 
can I have a drone? 
For my DaD could 
you bring him a dril. 
Hope that you have a 
great Christmas San-

ta. Love, Brody

How are you 
and your rein-
deer?I will have 
some goodies for 
you. This year for 
Christmas I would 
l ike a bunny. For my 
mom I would l ike 
some earrings. For 
my dad I think he 
would l ike a new 
tool box. I hope 
you are ready for 
Christmas. Love, 
Camden

Hi Santa are the 
elfs having a great 
great great day? 
Can I have mon-
key bars, remote 
control car, and 
a necklace that 
says love for my 
mom for cristmas 
please?  Love you, 
Kacen Bieker

Hi! How are you 
doing? How are 
the reindeer? For 
Christmas I would 
l ike a stuffed ani-
mal sea turtle. For 
my mom could 
you please bring a 
blue blanket and 
also for my dad a 
black hat? Stay 
safe! Love, Inara 
Cooper

How are you do-
ing? Are you excit-
ed about Christ-
mas? I know I am 
and what I want 
for Christmas is a 
guitar and a drone, 
please. Happy hol-
idays! Love, Brett 
Koster



Can I please have a 
Chromebook. The reason I 
want a Chromebook is be-
cause I want to be able to use 
my Gmail when I’m at home. 
I think you should get it for me 
because half the time I’m ok 
the other half I’m good. I want 
to thank you for all the other 
gifts you gave me all these 
years. By the way how bad 
would it be if I asked for an 
elf on the shelf for the next 
Christmas. One more que-
shin how is Rudoph doing? I 
he going to guide your sleigh 

4th Grade: Casey Johnson
this year.  From: Zoey Bland

How are the elves and Rain-
deer? I would like a chromebook so 
I can do homework and books so I 
can read them in class. I have tried 
to be good this year and thank you 
for the ipads you gave me cousins. 
I think I have been good this year 
because I have helped my friends 
a lot. Sincerely, Kimberly Cano

Hello! Is Blitzen doing ok? P.S. 
He’s my favorite reindeer. For 
Christmas I would like a pocket 
guide for animals in Kansas. I have 

one for the USA but I only use 
that for deer. I want one so I can 
identify animals I see or catch. I 
think I’ve been good almost all year. 
(for the most time). I also want to 
thank you for the sewing machine 
last year. I know I haven’t used it 
yet but let’s be honest, I lost it. 
Have a holly jolly Christmas. Sin-
cerely, Jordan Dardis

How is Jimmy doing? Is he 
working hard? I would like for 
Christmas this year is a 12 gauge 
shotgun that is black because the 
one I have is a double barrel and I 

don’t like it. I also want an Ameri-
can knife because the other ones I 
have I keep losing them. So I would 
appreciate if you get me these two 
things. Sincerely,  Gage Epp

I I hope your raindeer are do-
ing well this year because you 
wouldn’t be able to fly your sled 
without them. I would like legos for 
Christmas because they are fun 
to build. I think I should have legos 
because are my favorite thing to do 
and its kinda the only thing I have 
on my list. Sincerely, Evan Farber

Santa I hope the reindeer 
are ok. I would like some airpods 
for Chrismas because my dog 
chewed the up please.  I have made 
a few mistakes this year but I have 
been good. Thank you for all you 
have given me, for the prents you 
have given me in the past. Sin-
cerely, Brindle Flaherty

How have your elves been? I 
would like to have a gymnastic 
mat and leotard. I would like to have 
that because I love gymnastics but 
I can’t go. I think I should have it 
because I have been good and nice. 

Sincerely, Sofia Garcia

Hello, Santa how are you 
doing? I hope the reindeer are 
happy and healthy. One thing 
I would like is paint and paint 
brushes. I would like those 
things because I need some 
new paint and paint brushes. 
I think I deserve these things 
because I have been nice. 
Thank you for everything. 
Sincerely Brylie Lindenman

I would like a phone please. I 
believe that I deserve a phone 
because I have good grades. I 
hope the raindeer are doing 
awesome and are ready for 
this Christmes. The reindeer 
are amazing. Riley Milton

Hi Santa how are the rein-
deer? Santa can you please 
get me some Beyblades, so 
I can battle with my family. 
The reason you should get 
me Beyblades is because I 
help people out. Thank you for 
the cardboard castle. Sinser-
ly, Kooper Moss



This year for Christ-
mas I want a labtop 
and I also want Mad-
den 21 and Call of Duty 
Cold War and that is 
all this year! From: 
Ethan Baker

For Christmas 
I would like some 
books so I can read 
for school. And please 
just pick something 
else for me. From Vri-
jah Boggs

To: Santa Claus I would 
like farm equipment and 
airplane toys that are 
commercial airplanes and 
a Concorde. Could you 
also get me a laminator. 
I like to make paper air-
planes and farm toys if I 
had one they would last 
longer. Thank you Santa. 
I hope you have a good 
Christmas. From: Kellen 
Cressler

This year I want an 
ipad a set of collector 
cars and a bag of choc-
olates. I would like some 
books and clothes. A PS5 
and some games would 
be nice too. Please give 
books to the kids who 
don’t have any. From 
Trighton Herskowitz

Can I please have an 
Airtrack? Can I please 
have the board game 
Even Steven’s Odd: Also 

I would like a swing-
ing chair. Something else 
that would be nice would 
be a desk with drawers, 
so I can do my home-
work and crafts. From: 
Madison Mader

I would like some 
socks. Can you pleas get 
me some hangers for my 
clothes. Also I would like 
some candy.  From: Por-
ter Meyer

How are you Mrs. 
Claus, the raindeer and 
the elves doing? This year 
I would like some books 
also may I get some 
AipPods please and thank 
you. That’s all I like this 
year. From Zove Bailynn 
Moser

I don’t need anything. 
But I would like a watch. 
The gifts I don’t need, give 
them to kids who need 
them. From: Viley Pridey

How is your winter 
season? For Christmas, I 
would like a hoverboard. 
Maybe also the Baby-Sit-
ters Club graphic novels. 
How is Mrs. Claus and 
the reindeer? I’m wishing 
you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!  
Love Gentry Rhodes

This year for Christ-
mas I dont need much 
because I already have 
so many things. The only 
things that I want are 
airpods and “What Re-
mains of Edith Finch” for 

the Nintendo Switch I 
hope I’ve been good 
this year!  Love Adi-
son Shipley

How are your rein-
deer doing this year. 
I was wondering if I 
could have an xbox x 
series. Call Of Duty 
Cold War. And an Alex-
ia. One more thing Air 
Jordans 12 University 
Gold. I hope I’ve been 
good this year. Hope 
you and Mrs. Claus 
are doing well. From: 
Davin Wade

I would like new 
roller skates. And 
some books. A mirror 
so I can do my make-
up A new water bot-
tle. A new Ipod. And 
a barbie and some 
clothes for my bar-
bie. I would also like 
some sweatpants, 
markers and a white 
board. And the book 
bob. Love Olivia Walk-
er

This year I don’t 
wan’t many toys. I 
want more books in-
stead. I would like 
some survived books. 
Maybe a new xbox 
or PS5. I would also 
like a Ping Pong table. 
Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. Hope 
you can deliver all of 
the presents in time. 
From your old friend 
Simon Watkins

4th Grade: Michelle Schippers



Golden Plains ElementaryGolden Plains Elementary

Dear Santa,
I would like a uni-

corn fantasy back-
pack.  
Love,
Maggie Focke

Dear Santa,
I would like a 

dog and Mickey 
Mouse.	
Love,
Dally Hynek

Dear Santa,
I would like a 

stuffed animal dog.
Love,
Hailey Jackson

Dear Santa,
I would like a 

flute.	
Love,
Kimberlyn Juene-

mann

Dear Santa,
I would like new 

shoes.
Love,
Irlanda Mar

Dear Santa,
I would like a 

football helmet.
Love,
Jordan Pape

Dear Santa,
I would like a unicorn 

fairy set. 
Love,
Ellsie Pfanenstiel

Dear Santa,
I would like Avenger 

Legos.	
Love,
Camden Shaw

Dear Santa,
I would like a fort.
Love,
Dylan Shaw

Dear Santa,
I would like a dino-

saur. 
Love,
Archer Stoll

Dear Santa,
I would like a sled.
Love,
Elias Weiner

Dear Santa,
I would like a prize 

dog toy in a basket
Love,
Eva Wessel

Kindergarten: Amy Patmon

Can I ride in the sleigh? I have 
been good this year. I would like a 
real horse. Also want a bike and 
8 hot wheel cars. I hope you visit 
soon. Cort Ziegelmeier

Do you like cookies? I have been 
good this year. I would like a rapter. 
I also want a plantain truck. I will 
leave you some cookies and milk. 
Dylan Lueo

Can I ride Cupid? I have been 
good this year. I would like dec-
orations. I also want a train to go 
around my Christmas tree. I hope 
to see you soon! Paige Swiegart

Can I ride Cupid? I have been 
good this year. I would like a hover 
board. I would also like a telescope 
and candy land. See you soon. 
Jesiah Cline

Can I ride Cupid? I have been 
good this year. I would like an xbox. 
I would also like gold and a rocket 
bike. I hope to see you soon.  Dom-
inic Bennvidez

Do you laugh? I have been 
good this year. I would like real 
gold. I would like $10000 and 
lots of pencils. I hope to see you 
soon!  Allen Mendoza

Do you like cookies? I have 
been good this year. I would 
like a T-rex I would also like 
Sorry and a slinky. Will leave 
you cookies and milk. Carson 
Shaw

Can I ride Cupid. I have been 
good this year. I would like a lego 
Bower Boss bottle set. I also 
want a hover board and a lego 
Mario. Fly safely!! Jax Stickel

Can I ride Cupid? I have 
been good this year. I would like 
a tank. I also want a teddy bear 
and a dinosaur toy. See you 
soon!  Ryder Hynek

Do you like cookies? I have 
been good this year. I would like 
a Woody doll. I want a Buzz 
and Bullseye. I hope to see you 
soon.  Diego Vargas

1st Grade: Brandy Spresser



I want a I want 
a hover board that 
lights up so I can 
practice my tricks.  
I have been helpful 
roude the house. 
My mom thinks 
hoverboards are 
dangerous, but they 
are not! Treighton 
Roach

I whan a xbox 
and my brother 

whant a game called 
DTA6 and I waz sum-
times good.  Edgar Hol-
guin

I want a Bible for 
Christmas and a baby 
Jesus stuffed anmal. 
I’m good all year. I’ll give 
you 27 more reindeer. 
Nathaniel Gaede

What I want for 
Christmas is a blue Nin-

tendo Switch and car-
mal caps lots of them 
and more books. I love 
them a lot they are 
funny. I am a good girl. 
Brookelynn Vahling

I want a light up hov-
erboard. Here’s why. I’m 
always bored. I have 
nothing and I was good 
this year. Kamrie Mar-
cum

How are the reindeer? 
I would like some can-
dy and three Minecraft 
Plushies.  I’ll leave you 
some cookies and milk! 
Mikey Cline

I want ipad stuff if 
you do I will be good. I 
will clean my room and 
I will give you cookies.   
Deagen Hunter

2nd Grade: L ori Miller

I would like to have 
a birthday party in 
Mexico. I would invite 
the whole school. One 
of your elves has been 
kidknapped by me. So 
if you would like to 
have her back please 
give me my trip to 
Mexico. Sincerely, Is-
abel Leigh Bieker



For Christmas I 
want a telescope, 
binoculars, race-
car track, a net 
so I don’t have to 
chase the basket-
ball after I make 
a shot, and also 
a Chiefs players 
signed jersey. Ruxin 
Arnberger

I would l ike 2 
packs of Pokemon 
cards and any-
thing else needs to 
be toys.  Cameron 

3rd Grade: Lori Truetken

Sweigart

For Christmas I want 
a fitbit, sewing splies, 
phone, shoes, cloths, 
belts, gloves, hats. 
Makenlea Focke

I want a big nurf gun 
A dog
A computer
Stacy Plays books 

Wild Resoners. Makyn-
lai Vargas

For Christmas I want 

a drone, legos, puz-
zles, a triler for a ped-
al tractor, DS games, 
looney tunes dvds 
and scooby doo dvds. 
Your friend, Issac Carl 
Gaede

I want 100,000 
pokemon, a drone,  
a nerf gun, a rc car, 
a electric scooter, 
1,000,000,000 nerf 
darts, a pet frog with 
food for it, a big Nutel-
la container. Blake Bri-
an Hofobik

For Christmas I want 
poke’mon cards and a 
Charzard Vmax and a 
new xbox and a com-
puter and a iphone 12 
pro and a Mahomes 
shirt and Kelce Shirt. 
Garrison Hunter Mar-
cum

I would love to see 
you this Christmas. I 
kowe that a lot uve 
kid’s must have aske 
it. But it’s not that bad. 
Aoll you have to do 
is cume to my house. 
And wake me up. Yan-
naira Danelle Dice

I want a exbox 1 and 
I want 4 controllers 
and the last thing is a 
hot weel track.  Jaxon 
Theo Juenemann

A doll and a TV with 
xbox 1 and a new blan-
ket and a mermaid fin 
and a crown with a 
dress with sparkle on 
it. I want a new phone.  
Breeze Faith Durham



4th Grade: Megan Gaede





Wheatland Elementary SchoolWheatland Elementary School
Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want more pound puppies.
I need Black Panther toy.
I’ll wear new boots.
I’ll read Captain America 

book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me army guy.
Love,
Joshua

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a goat.
I need a cat.
I’ll wear new girl cowboy 

boots
I’ll read a Santa book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a cow.
Love,
Kendall

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a fire truck.
I need a new grain truck.
I’ll wear jeans (new).
I’ll read a Santa Claus 

book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a new tractor.
Love,
Kaliber 

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want toy dinosaur.
I need drawing book.
I’ll wear Christmas hat.
I’ll read a green and blue slipe 

book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me dinosaur with a snow-
flake.
Love,
Eli

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want Grandpa Bear.
I need candy canes.
I’ll wear kittycat shirts.
I’ll read superheros.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me glasses.
Love,
Avery

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a new big truck.
I need a forklift and a bucket.
I’ll wear new shoes.
I’ll read a Spiderman book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a toy gun.
Love,
Rhett

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want pink tree.
I need crayon toys.
I’ll wear Ela shirt.
I’ll read Cinderella book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me the bunny game.
Love,
Kaylen

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a puppy.
I need a bowl for my puppy.
I’ll wear a dress.
I’ll read My Little Pony.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me Everest Tracker.
Love,
Bella

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a Santa beard.
I need game new markers.
I’ll wear a princess outfit.
I’ll read Brown Bear book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a present A big one!
Love,
Braylie

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a Christmas robot with 

a hat.
I need a Christmas candy.
I’ll wear a Christmas hat.
I’ll read a Paw Patrol book.
And I’d really love you to 

Pre-K: Shari Burks, Janice ManHart, Kelsie Herl
bring me a school. (My own)
Love,
Alex

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a robot guy.
I need a car.
I’ll wear a new shirt.
I’ll read a Santa book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me camouflage hat.
Love,
Connor

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want toy robot.
I need Paw Patrol tower.
I’ll wear Christmas clothes 

(jammies).
I’ll read Santa Claus book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me toy gun.
Love,
Tate

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want fingernail polish.
I need more makeup.
I’ll wear colorful clothes.
I’ll read Pete the Cat books.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a necklace.
Love,
Maddy

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a stuffed unicorn.
I need a book about snowman.

I’ll wear pajamas with rein-
deer.
I’ll read a Christmas rein-

deer book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me a new shirt.
Love,
Sarah

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a puzzle.
I need a box of hot wheels.
I’ll wear new socks.
I’ll read Paw Patrol book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me hot wheels truck.
Love,
Westen

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want silage cutter.
I need another combine.
I’ll wear a hat.
I’ll read nothing.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me another truck!
Love,
Gavin

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year
I want a car that turns 

into robot.
I need a car that goes 

really fast.
I’ll wear new boots.
I’ll read Pete the Cat book.
And I’d really love you to 

bring me Dinosaur clothes.
Love,
Caleb



Kindergarten: Hadley Thyfault





Dear Santa,
I will be good, and I want a John-

deer sprayer for Christmas.
love, Colten

Dear Santa,
How are you? For Christmas I 

want an I pod, red foot ball gloves 
and chefs football helmet and nerf 
ultra pharaoh

Love,
Cale

Dear Santa,
How are you? For Christ-

mas can you get me a big uni-
corn stuffed animal. A JOJO 
bow. A Donald Trump squishy. 
A unicorn squishy. A JOJO 
stuffed animal. A Apple phone. 
A unicorn toy. A cat squishy. A 
snow globe. JOJO PJs. A doll. 
A live pet fish. Alive bird. A toy 
unicorn cat. A cat bobble head. 
A stuffed animal unicorn cat.

Love.
Addison

2nd Grade: L isa Jacobus

3rd Grade: Diedre Z immerman







Wishing You a

Merry Christmas

For unto us a child is born... Isaiah 9:6
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